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It’s happening in Harrisburg — join us for the 2010 Currahee Reunion!
Reunion Co-chairs
MAJ Tom Duckett, Chairman of the Board
B Co, 1/506th—Vietnam 1970-71
For 2010, the 506th Association chose Pennsylvania’s capital city, Harrisburg, as the location for its
2010 Currahee Reunion. Make plans now to attend this
biennial event. Once again we’ll have a chance to renew old friendships and make new ones across the generations of Currahee veterans and their families and
friends. Past reunions have been very successful, and
with our membership growing, we expect an even better
turnout for this reunion.
The Currahee Reunion not only provides an opportunity to reconnect with those veterans and active duty
members of the regiment with whom we have served, but
also provides ample opportunities for us all to meet and
connect with people we didn’t previously know but who
also served with the 506th. Our membership spans the
nearly 70 years of the regiment’s existence. We’re hoping

Gene Overton, Membership Chair
C Co, 1/506th—Vietnam 1967-68
to once again have a contingent of official representatives from the active duty units at Fort Campbell as well.
The 2010 Reunion events include a Regimental Buffet, Currahee Memorial Dinner, Association General
Membership Meeting and Reunion Hospitality, Display
and Quartermaster Sales Rooms. There will be plenty of
time available for getting together with friends or for
holding small group events.
The sponsored events for the 2010 Currahee Reunion will be at the Four Points Sheraton hotel in Harrisburg. We’ve negotiated very good rates for attendees,
and there are many other hotels and campgrounds in the
area for Currahees and their families to choose as well.
There will also be ample time to explore the Harrisburg area on your own or with others. This year we’ll be
(Continued on Page 4)

4th BCT Currahees heading back to Afghanistan with 101st Airborne
John Lally—Newsletter editor
A Co, 1/506 - Vietnam 1970-71

COL Sean Jenkins

Currahees are once again stepping up to meet the challenge of
military action in support of their
country. Sixteen months after returning to Fort Campbell from a
successful tour of duty in Afghanistan, the 4th Brigade Combat Team
is returning to that troubled and
tragic area again in August. Approximately 3,400 soldiers will de-
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Message from the President . . .

. . . and the Chairman of the Board

Donald E. Thies, Association President
B Company, 2/506th – Vietnam 1970-71

MAJ (Ret) Tom Duckett, Chair, Association Board of Directors
B Company, 1/506th – Vietnam 1971

506TH VETERANS, ACTIVE DUTY & FAMILIES

Our friends and colleagues among the active duty
Currahees are in the midst of one of the most challenging and important tasks soldiers can face: preparing to go
to war. Virtually every person in the command is touched
personally and professionally in a redeployment like this.
Personnel transitions, resupply, training, transportation, logistics – all must be done very well, be done on
time, and be in complete harmony with every other aspect of gearing up the organization for combat. These demands — and providing for family, dealing with disruption of personal priorities and the added workload of redeployment—have been handled with typical Currahee
efficiency and quality. Their performance and the pride
they show in the regiment is impressive, and it matches
the same sort of loyalty and dedication we feel as vets.

As the troops prepare for their next rendezvous with
destiny our thoughts and prayers are with them and their
families. The 506th Airborne Infantry Regimental Association officers, Board of Directors and volunteers pledge
that our commitment to 4th Brigade, 506th Infantry command, troops, families and veterans is unwavering.
It is our hope that during deployment that the Association can continue to work with the rear detachment
and the family support groups back home. I hope that
the family volunteer network will also remember that the
Association is there for them too.
In November 2009 the Currahee KIA memorial was
dedicated in memory of those soldiers who had sacrificed
their lives in World War II, Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanithe
stan. An impressive and dramatic memorial, it honors
the best of the best of the Currahees. It is discouraging to
see the lack of funds being generated so the names of
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice can be engraved and
the monument finished. With the current 506th Association membership at nearly 650 it would only take a donation of $50 from each of the members to provide those
funds. I know many members have already given generously, and that is much appreciated. It would be nice to
have the monument finished by the time the troops return from their next mission. Please consider giving if
you haven’t already.

Those of us who work with and have come to
know them are very proud of the young men and women
of 506th. Many of the veteran Currahees have been
through this experience themselves; after all, the Currahees are one of the units which have most frequently been
called by the nation to deal with a tense situation. The
respect goes both ways. The active duty leaders tell us
how much they appreciate the support they’ve gotten
from the entire Currahee community. The 506th Airborne
Infantry Association has time and again been there when
the regiment needed us, whether by acting on their behalf
sponsoring events like last year’s Currahee Rendezvous,
reaching out to families in need, or working with widows,
orphans and the wounded.

I have been advised that on July 27, 2010 all the units
will be issued their battle flags. Command would like a
group of veterans to assist in presenting them. I will be
there along with several other B Company guys from the
2nd battalion. Please contact me if you can help. I’d like
to see 18 to 24 veterans there to help present the flags.
I’ve also been advised by CSM Coop that the latest
round of DMOR nominees should be determined very
shortly. Thanks to everyone who has helped provide the
necessary information. If you know of other deserving
veterans please feel free to contact me!

Nowhere is this more evident than in the success
of the KIA Memorial effort, yet another joint effort of veteran and active duty personnel. As LTC David Womack
(CO of the 1st battalion of the 506th) said, ‚The memorial
has come to symbolize the strong bonds that unite the
Currahees across generations and wars.ʺ He went on,
ʺThose bonds-- founded in pride, commitment and shared
experience--explain the legendary esprit de corps of the
506th, and which is demonstrated in the success of this
project.ʺ

Finally, the 2010 506th Airborne Infantry Regimental
Association reunion will take place in Harrisburg, PA on
July 28th through the 31st. If you haven’t already made
your reservations do it now. Enjoy sharing your experiences with many friends old and new.

He could just as well have been speaking of
the whole topic of deployment. Soldiers and families of
the Currahee command, we wish you well and pledge
our continuing support. We look forward to a long and
successful relationship with you.

Currahee!

Currahee!
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$49,000 needed to complete the
memorial. Thies and the Association’s project leaders said completing the engraving of names will
continue to be the highest priority
for the organization. A list of contributors to date is on page 21 ,

Currahee KIA memorial update
John Lally—Newsletter editor
A Co, 1/506 Infantry, Vietnam
The formal dedication of the monument and memorial
plaza honoring the more than 1400 war dead of the famous 506th Airborne Infantry took place just after Veteran's Day 2009 at Fort Campbell, KY, but the efforts to
complete the final phase of the project continue. The
dedication ceremony, like the fund-raising, involved both
current and veteran members of the regiment as well as
the families and friends of the honored soldiers.

All of the money raised by the
Association for this purpose is
spent on the memorial.
People or organizations wishing
to contribute cash to the compleEugene Morelli’s bronze tion of this monument can do so
eagle adorns the entrance online with PayPal or via U.S.
Mail. Details can be found on the
to the memorial
Association’s website,
http://www.506infantry.org/projectstable and selecting
Make a donation via US Mail
<http://www.506infantry.org/projects/memorialdonationf
orm.html> or on-line via PayPal
<http://www.506infantry.org/paypaldonation.html> , or
by filling out the form on page 22 in this newsletter.

Reaching the first milestone in the ambitious project—
fundraising for carving the stone slabs and chiseling of
the names of soldiers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan—was
celebrated at the November dedication. COL Sean Jenkins, commanding officer of the 4th Brigade Combat
Team of the 101st Airborne, noted that, ‚It’s important to
remember that fundraising for the balance of the project,
to cover engraving of the names of casualties from World
War II and Vietnam, is still underway,‛ even as the regiment and the division prepare to return to Afghanistan
this summer.

For further information about the memorial or to make
an in-kind contribution to the project, contact one of these
members of the Board of Directors of the Association:

The memorial is the first memorial on American soil to
recognize the sacrifices of the soldiers of the historic regiment. It honors the more than 1400 soldiers of the ‚Band
of Brothers‛ regiment killed in action in World War II,
Vietnam and the current fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The project will ultimately include the names of all of the
war dead of past, present and future conflicts.

Fred May, Active Duty Liaison
(h) 973.728.1458
e-Mail: alfredmay@aol.com
John Lally, Newsletter Editor
(c) 651.788.3678
e-Mail: johnlally@comcast.net
Hoyt B. Moore, III (Bruce), Treasurer
(h) 858.274.4317
e-mail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association is
an all-volunteer, charitable War Veterans Organization
under IRS section 501(c) (19), and all contributions to the
association are fully tax deductible.

The regiment’s veterans’ support group, the 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association, is acting on behalf
of the regiment to collect contributions in support of the
memorial. Don Thies, president of the 506th Association,
said recently, ‚The veterans and active duty troops and
their leaders did a great job of kicking off the project and
capturing the names of the soldiers who died in the war
against terrorism. Now we need to work equally hard to
finish the job of engraving the names of all the Currahees
killed in action during
World War II and in Vietnam.‛
The memorial is being
paid for completely by contributions from veterans,
active duty soldiers, families
and friends of former soldiers and other private citizens. To date, the Association has raised about onethird of the estimated

(Continued on page 21)

The Currahee KIA memorial is located in the 4th BCT area at Fort Campbell, KY
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2010 Currahee Reunion

Things to do in Harrisburg

(Continued from Page 1)

There are a wide variety of attractions in or near
Harrisburg when you aren’t busy at Currahee activities
and small-unit reunion events. Harrisburg is the capital
city of Pennsylvania and an important regional transportation and commercial center, with the third busiest airport in Pennsylvania, more than a dozen colleges in the
immediate vicinity, and a multitude of attractions for history buffs, culture lovers, shoppers and just plain sightseers. By way of example, Harrisburg, adjacent Hershey
and nearby cities offer these activities:

in the center of an area rich in our nation’s history and
with a wide variety of other attractions — shopping,
gambling, recreation, culture and commerce. See the list
on this page for some of the local attractions, and for the
schedule of Association events.
The Currahee reunion is a major event for all of us, a
brief time every two years for us to get together. Take
advantage of this opportunity to meet with old friends
and new...all people with whom we can relate.

Historical

Why Harrisburg?

 Major Dick Winters Exhibit at the Hershey-Derry
Township Historical Society (Hershey)
 Antique Auto Museum (Hershey)
 Hershey Story / The Museum on Chocolate (Hershey)
 The National Civil War Museum (Harrisburg)
 The State Museum of Pennsylvania (Harrisburg)
 US Army Military Heritage Center and Museum
(Carlisle)
 Gettysburg National Park and museum – (Gettysburg)

The majority of our members live in the area from Georgia to Illinois to New York, so after successive reunions in
Iowa, Colorado and Nevada, it made sense to the Board
of Directors to move back to the Northeast for the 2010
get-together. Because of tightened finances for many
families, we also chose to avoid the high-costs of lodging
and food in the biggest cities, and to locate in a readily
accessible major regional center with a multitude of attractions for members, spouses and families. It’s also
within driving distance for active duty troopers from Fort
Campbell who are members of the 506th Association.


Hershey is just fifteen minutes from downtown Harrisburg.



Carlisle, home also to the Army War College, Historical Center and former Indian College, is a half-hour
from Harrisburg.



Gettysburg , one of the best preserved Civil War battlefield sites, is only about 45 minutes from Harrisburg



Lancaster County is about 45 miles from Harrisburg.



Philadelphia is about 2 hours east and Pittsburgh
about 4 hours west of Harrisburg by freeway. Washington D.C. and Baltimore are about the same distance also.

Cultural
 City Island Arts Activities (Harrisburg) are busy all
summer
 Downtown Harrisburg offers Arts, Entertainment, and
Restaurants
 Hershey Theater (Hershey)
 Whitaker Center (Harrisburg) has the Science Center,
IMAX Theatre, Sunoco Performance Theater and many
other education, cultural and scientific offerings
 Lancaster County is the center of Pennsylvania’s famed
Amish and Pennsylvania Dutch communities, with a
wide variety of arts, crafts, shopping, dining and historical attractions
Recreational
 Harrisburg Senators Baseball (Harrisburg) – They
have three home games during our reunion
 Horse racing and gamling at Hollywood Casino at Penn
National Race Course (Hershey)
 Hersheypark (Hershey) – a major recreation center
which offers games, rides, concerts, entertainment, food
and shops

Getting there
Harrisburg is very accessible.


Harrisburg International Airport is served by USAir,
United Airlines, Delta/Northwest, Continental, Air Tran
and Air Canada flights. A second airport in the city serves
private and business air traffic for those flying their own
planes.



Three interstates — I-76, I-81 and I-83 plus a number of
major national and state highways make driving easy.



Amtrak provides passenger rail access several times daily.



Both national and regional bus lines serve Harrisburg.

Shopping and Sightseeing
 Hershey’s Chocolate World (Hershey )
 Hershey Gardens (Hershey) - 23 acres of spectacular
seasonal displays, theme gardens and natural history
attractions
 The Outlets at Hershey (Hershey)
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Reunion Schedule

Hotel Accommodations

This schedule covers the official activities of the 506th
Infantry Regiment Association at the reunion. Small unit
activities are scheduled by the individual groups.
(Note: We welcome any and all contributions to the
cause for the raffles and door prizes for the evening programs)

Headquarters for the 2010 Currahee Reunion will be the
Four Points by Sheraton at Harrisburg
800 East Park Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17111
Special Reunion room rates are $89 + 11% Room Tax and
include free parking and complimentary breakfast.
Room Reservations:
Direct hotel phone number: 717-561-2800
Use the Reservation Code 506th Currahee
Direct on-line reservations:
www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/2010Currahee (then
click on Book Now)

Wednesday, July 28:
5:30 pm - 10:30 pm: 506th Association Hospitality Room
opens/check-in and pick up 2010 Currahee Reunion name
nTags + Information Packet. (location: East Park Room)
Thursday, July 29:
9 am - 4 pm: 506th Association Hospitality Room open/
check-in and pick up 2010 Currahee Reunion Name Tags
+ Information Packet. (location: East Park Room)
TBD — Gettysburg Battlefield Tour (Details on page 16)
6 pm - 10 pm: 506th Association Buffet Dinner (cash bar;
location: Keystone Ballroom)
10 pm - TBD: 506th Association Hospitality Room open
(location: East Park Room)
Friday, July 30:
9 am - 4 pm: 506th Association Hospitality Room open
(location: East Park Room)
All Day: open time to visit with Currahees, Unit Dinners,
WWII/Vietnam Reenactors, Gettysburg, Amish Country,
Hershey Park or other historical sites in the Harrisburg
area
7 pm - TBD: 506th Association Hospitality Room open
(location: East Park Room)

Keep in mind that the hotel is offering a reduced room
rate of $89.00 before tax up until June 26th, after that the
room rate goes back to their regular rate of $115.00 before
tax. In addition, the Reunion Registration Fee increases
$5.00 per person after July 10th. So make your room reservations and submit your reunion registration forms now
and SAVE. [It also enables the Association to better plan
for the dinner events.]

Saturday, July 31:
10 am - noon: 506th Association General Membership
Meeting (location: Harris Room)
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm: 506th Association Board of Directors
Meeting (location: Harris Room)
1:30 pm - 4 pm: 506th Association Hospitality Room
open (Location: East Park Room)
6 pm - 7 pm: 506th Association Reception (cash bar; location: Keystone Ballroom)
7 pm - 9:30 pm: Currahee Memorial Dinner (cash bar;
location: Keystone Ballroom) Guest Speaker will be
COL Thomas D. Vail, former commanding officer of
the 4th BCT in Iraq
10 pm - TBD: 506th Association Hospitality Room
open (location: East Park Room)

Stop by the 506th Association Welcome Table located in
the East Park Room to pick up welcome packets, reunion
name tags, and tickets for the dinners; register late for the
reunion; pay your Association membership dues; and/or
check your listing in the 2010 Association Roster.
Whether you come for one
night or for the long weekend...or
make Harrisburg the center for your
summer vacation...join us for the
reunion.

Sunday, August 1: Departure
COL Thomas D. Vail, former CO of the 4th Brigade
Combat Team in Iraq in 2004-2007, will be our guest
speaker at the Currahee Memorial Dinner
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2010 Currahee Reunion Registration Form
July 28-31, 2010 – Sheraton Four Points Hotel, Harrisburg, PA
THIS REGISTRATION FORM MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO JULY 10, 2010

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: ____________
HOME PHONE: ________________ eMAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________
NAMES OF SPOUSE/GUEST(S) ATTENDING THE REUNION:

REUNION ACTIVITY
Registration Fee

506 Association Buffet Dinner
(6pm-10pm)

$ PER
PERSON

$ PER
PERSON

(before 07/10/10)

(after 07/10/10)

$12.00

$17.00

N/A

N/A

N/A

FREE

N/A

N/A

N/A

FREE

(cash bar)

(cash bar)

# OF PERSONS

#

WEDNESDAY, July 28
Welcome Table/Hospitality/Display Room
(5:30pm-10:30pm; snacks/sodas/beer)
THURSDAY, July 29
Welcome Table/Hospitality/Display Room
(9am-4pm; snacks/sodas/beer)
th

______________________________

(SELECT YOUR ENTREES)

Beef
Chicken
Fish
Child’s Meal

# _____
# _____
# _____
# _____

N/A

Hospitality/Display Room (10pm-TBD)

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$

# _____ $19.95/adult $24.95/adult
# _____ $9.95/child $12.95/child $
(under 12)
(under 12)

Adults
Children

N/A
Hospitality/Display Room (10pm-TBD)
FRIDAY, July 30
N/A
Hospitality/Display Room (9am-4pm; 7pm-TBD)
SATURDAY, July 31
Association Members
General Membership Meeting (10am-noon)
N/A
Hospitality/Display Room (1:30pm-4pm)
Reception (6pm-7pm)
Currahee Memorial Dinner (7pm-9:30pm)

TOTAL

N/A

N/A

FREE

N/A

N/A

FREE

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
FREE

(cash bar)

(cash bar)

$24.95/adult $29.95/adult
$
$12.45/child $15.45/child
(under 12)

(under 12)

N/A

N/A

FREE

$

Make your check/money order payable to: 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)
Mail this form and your payment to: Hoyt Bruce Moore, III, 4126 Cole Way, San Diego, CA 92117-1123

REFUND POLICY: all cancellations and refund requests must be made via phone 858-274-4317
or eMail TheMOE_A1506@msn.com no later than July 10, 2010.
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I met a 506’er Today

Business Meeting—what happens there

Mike Bookser, Webmaster
B/E Co., 1/506th—Vietnam 1969-70

Chris Garrett, Secretary
B-E Co., 2/506th — Vietnam 1970-71

Recently I was at the University of Pittsburgh presenting VFW awards to the ROTC class. This year was
different than in the past because the awards were given
after the battalions annual physical fitness challenge so
we were in casual clothes in a field rather than in a formal
auditorium setting. The presenters were told to come casual. So...I wore a 101st/506th polo shirt sold in the 506th
Association Quartermaster sales along with my VFW hat.
Lo and behold, the commander, LTC Joseph Alessi was a
Currahee ( I think he was a company commander with
the 506th a few years back) and the senior NCO was MSG
Christopher Painter who was a Rakkasan.

As long as I ‘ve been a member of the Association,
the attendance at the reunion business meeting has been
spotty, even though many are curious about what the
membership meeting and the Board of Directors meeting.
The Chairman of the BOD, Tom Duckett, sets the
agendas, in consultation with the other officers, but the
first things on the agenda are usually committee reports
and election of officers and board for the next two years.
After that, the business meeting is usually a discussion of the items of significance to the Association and its
members. For example:





Should we invest in a new website?
Should we offer new services?
Should we change fee levels?
Should we colocate our reunions with that of another
organization?
 Should the next reunion be in Boston, or Austin, or
Fosston?
After the business meeting, the newly elected officers
and board organize into committees where the real work
gets done! You can stay around for that meeting as well
and volunteer your special skills to help the organization.

When LTC Alessi told me he was a Currahee he asked
when I served. I told him 69-70 and as he was looking at
me I said, "Sir, how old were you when I was with the
506th?". He said "Two". I laughed and so did the XO.
After the awards were given the CO gave a chest
pumping speech for the cadets, telling them they may be
in harm’s way next year, at this time and asked each of
the presenters to identify ourselves and where we came
from. When he got to me he drew attention to my shirt
and gave a few exciting words about the 101st and
the 506th and yelled "Currahee!" to which I yelled back
"Stands Alone!". The entire cadet formation gave a
"whooooop, " and I felt like I was back at Ft. Campbell.

So, come to the business meeting...it’s your organization, and you can help it go in the direction you want.
Proxy forms/cover letters/return envelopes were mailed
the first week in June to those 2010 dues-paying members
who are eligible to vote at the July 31st business meeting.
If you are unable to attend the 2010 Currahee Reunion,
please return your completed Proxy form to me, in the
enclosed envelope, to arrive no later than July 16, 2010.

I have been doing ROTC Awards days for a couple of
years now but this one was special. It never leaves. Thank
you for being a part of that history that makes being a
Currahee live forever.

Last Roll Call:
Joseph J. Molnar, A Co, 1st BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died December 6, 2009
J. Brise Bickerton, C/B/E (Recon)/HHC, 1st BN, 506th, Vietnam, died January 30, 2010
David L. Camblin, HQ, REGT, 506th PIR, WWII, died February 12, 2010
George Joseph Gredyk, A Co, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam, died February 21, 2010
Murray F. Moorhatch, D Co, 2nd BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died February 27, 2010
John W. (Jack) Cassidy, HQ, 1st BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died February 28, 2010
Anthony C. Rodriguez, C Co, 1st BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died March 2, 2010
SGT James Archie Warren, C Co, 1st BN, 506th, 4BCT, 2004-2006, died April 8, 2010
John (Jack) Agnew, HQ, REGT, 506th PIR, WWII, died April 9, 2010
Thomas Joseph Bayless, SVC (Rigger), 506th PIR, WWII, died April 21, 2010
MSG(ret) Darlo L. Ramos, A Co.1st BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died May 27, 2010
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Memorial Day—A tale of four heroes

unit took responsibility for processing the recommendation, nothing happened. The paperwork was buried in
the files. No details of his sacrifice reached his family,
and life went on. Then, three dozen years later, a reporter uncovered the nomination and was motivated to
begin the long process for addressing mistakes like this.
Finally, members of Congress took up the cause of Leslie
Sabo, found witnesses even after so many years, passed
the appropriate legislation and military approvals. Now,
at last, Sabo’s posthumous award of the Medal of Honor
is on track to be signed by President Barack Obama.

John Lally—Newsletter editor
A Co, 1/506- Vietnam, 1970-71
Editor’s Note: As this is written — Memorial Day weekend,
2010— the experience of Americans at war is again more than
a historical fact. War in popular mythology is usually discussed in terms of the battles and the heroes. This article will
look at four Currahees who differed in many ways but one: All
were willing to give their lives in service to their country, and
all came to a critical point in their lives around this time of
year. Their stories show the variety of experiences and outcomes we associate with war and with the quality of heroism.

Ken David
Also forty years ago, just a few days and a few miles
from Leslie Sabo’s appointment with destiny, another
Currahee also distinguished himself under the most trying combat circumstances. PFC Ken David (D Co.,
1/506th—Vietnam 1970) was a radio operator whose
courage and leadership won him the admiration of his
comrades and the gratitude of his nation.

Leslie Sabo
People don’t always get the recognition they deserve,
and the credit isn’t always timely or appropriate when
they finally do get it. This is particularly true with regards to decorations for military service in combat; sometimes no witnesses to brave acts survive, and sometimes
there are so many instances of courage and sacrifice that
it is difficult to segregate one from another.

In a little-known battle on an abandoned fire base in
Vietnam — FSB Maureen — he displayed great valor and
initiative in the face of the most daunting enemy fire-

Unfortunately, it’s also
the case that sometimes the
sheer size and inefficiency of
military bureaucracy routinely
allows recommendations for
decorations to be lost for years,
or forever. But for a couple of
Currahees, the recognition for
their service did finally surface.
Forty years ago last
month, a skinny 22-year old
Specialist named Leslie Sabo
Spec 4 Leslie Sabo
was with his platoon during the
incursion into Cambodia. His
outfit, B Co., 3/506th came under intensive gunfire in an
NVA ambush. While seven of his fellow Currahees were
shot down early in the firefight, Sabo very coolly went
about trying to save the lives of the other soldiers under
command. Directing fire, tending to wounded (including
shielding them from grenades with his body), moving
around the battlefield to redistribute ammunition and
provide cover for others, Sabo kept on. Despite his
wounds, he kept the perimeter firm until the remaining
troops could be brought out of the ambush site. It was
then, still providing cover at the end, he was killed by
enemy rifle fire.

Ken David honored in 1971 and 39 years later.
power. In spite of his own wounds, he held his position
protecting other soldiers, holding off the enemy and
stubbornly refusing to relinquish control of the situation.
Unlike the situation with Leslie Sabo, the system of
recognizing valorous behavior worked for Ken David.
He was recommended for the Distinguished Service
Cross, second only to the Medal of Honor in the hierarchy of awards for valor.
The recognition of such courage was out of fashion after Vietnam because of the unpopularity of the war. But
finally, the contributions and sacrifices of our military are
being recognized again — so much so that this past May,
40 years after the event, Ken David was again honored
for his demonstration of heroism at FSB Maureen. His
home state of Ohio celebrated his record by naming him
to the Ohio Military Hall of Fame, an honor which followed closely on his designation as a 506th Distinguished
Member of the Regiment last May.
(Continued on Page 13)

For his courage and leadership under fire, he was
recommended for the Medal of Honor.
Because his unit was operating as a detached component, neither Sabo’s home organization nor the attached
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In Search of a Fallen Currahee
David Canter
C - 1 / 506 Vietnam, 1968-69
other soldier that close, because it hurt too bad when
‚stuff‛ happened.

Much of my story is probably
not unlike many of those who
would read an article such as
this. I was a replacement in C
Co., 1/506th Infantry in July of
1968 and was transported out to
a post just outside Phuoc Vinh
in the III-Corps area of Vietnam,
and from there to my unit out in
the field. I was assigned as Platoon Sergeant in the 1st Platoon
and given an R.T.O. to help me
stay connected to the other leaders in Charlie Co. Sgt. Lyle Schroeder was assigned as
my R.T.O. and soon we were friends and confidants. We
dug our foxhole together every night and spent much of
our time together as we marked off the days of our tour
in the ‚Big Green Latrine.‛ We talked about life ‚back in
the world‛ and he knew about my classic 1966 Mustang
and the girls I wrote to back in the world, and I knew of
his relationships back home, especially with his two
daughters whom he missed terribly. I slept in the jungles
and rice paddies at night trusting that he was watching
over me and he did the same.

On May 11, 1969 I got my ‚red badge of courage‛
and spent the next few months going from one hospital
to another until I finally was discharged and sent home.
I faced some of the same trials most of the returning
warriors of that era did and was made to feel shame for
my actions in that far away land by the war protesters
and dissidents. It really upset me when comments
were made that accused us of being a bunch of ‚baby
killers‛ and ‚village burners‛ or that we had raped innocent civilians, when in fact we had ministered medical aid to the villagers and cared for the sick and hungry. We had daily lived and fought with integrity and
honor. Every derogatory comment seemed to dishonor
Lyle’s memory.
Years passed and I never sought out the family of
my deceased friend. I made a couple trips to ‚The
Wall‛ and etched his name on a piece of paper and
stood weeping over the memories of the man that he
was, but I had never felt the freedom to make the effort
to tell his girls (now in their forties) or other family
members how Lyle had impacted my life or how much
he mattered to all those who knew him. Finally, this
winter I could stand it no longer. I got on the internet
and searched out the 101st Airborne’s site and then
found out about the 506th Infantry’s web page. I navigated over to the section titled ‚Contacting Currahees‛
on a whim and couldn’t believe my eyes. There on the
first page (the fourth listing down) was an inquiry from
Perry Schroeder, looking to hear from anybody who
knew his brother Lyle or had served with him in Vietnam.

In the fall of 1968 we were reassigned to join the balance of our division in I Corps. We spent most of the
time at first out near the South China Sea in an area of
sand dunes and rolling hills full of booby traps. In one
span of about 30 days we lost over 30 men to booby
traps, never contacting any enemy units nor firing the
first shot. It was a time of extreme frustration. Not long
after this we came inland and continued our day-to-day
search-and-destroy missions in a slightly more hilly region, although still riddled with land-mines and boobytraps. On January 26, 1969 Lyle got up early in the morning and left the perimeter, only to trip a deadly boobytrap. He was gone in just a couple of moments. I was by
his side as his life ebbed away; a dreadful feeling of loss
and regret entered my life as I thought about the choices
made that led to him being at that exact spot at that exact
moment, ultimately ending with his death.

Of course I immediately responded and began communication with Lyle’s brother Perry some 40 years
after my friends untimely death. Eventually I even got
to correspond with Lyle’s daughters and was able to
tell those who needed to know of his character, friendship and bravery in the midst of insanity and what was
at times a living hell.

We had lost other Currahees, but Lyle was a close
friend, a valiant soldier and man of integrity. We had to
place his remains in a body-bag and send all of his gear
with him, so I never knew how to contact his family, and
quite honestly, didn’t know what I could say if I did. He
had shown me the ropes when I first came ‚in country‛
and was with me daily up to that point in my tour. I
hardened my heart and swore that I would never let an9

This has been a life changing experience for me and
has allowed me to clean out a long ignored closet from
my past. This unresolved issue had plagued me for
many years with guilt and regret, but now I have found
a level of peace. And, along the way, I believe I have
helped his family understand Lyle’s sacrifice and commitment to our nation and a band of brothers he was
united with in a small troubled nation in Southeast Asia
so many years ago.

Ripcord Revisited

The next morning someone yelled ‚Incoming!‛ Charlie must have heard the sound of our screaming men and
Jim McCoy
MG (Ret) Benjamin Harrison
began pumping in more mortar rounds. Amid all the
D Co, 1/506th, 1970-71
3rd Bde CO, 1970-71
terror and confusion John Millard (an RTO who was now
badly wounded) got Ranger’s attention by yelling ‚Let’s
Editor’s note: This summer marks the 40th anniversary of the
get the f_ _ _ out of here!‛ Everyone stood up and the
Battle of Firebase Ripcord—the last major American battle with
handful of us that weren’t wounded started carrying out
the NVA. We present two perspectives on that famous battle:
those that were. By God’s grace we got most of our
an intensely personal narrative by Jim McCoy, a young infanwounded out on several Medivacs that flew in under fire
tryman; and a retrospective by the overall commander of
that day. Air strikes kept the NVA from finishing the rest
American forces, MG (then COL) Benjamin Harrison.
of us off and later Ranger was going around getting us
ready to fly out. ‚Let’s go, let’s go.‛ Ranger was yelling at
Jim McCoy
Redfern and me as we ran over to the edge of the LZ. The
July 19, 1970 was my first day in ‚the bush‛ after joinincoming chopper seemed as though it was coming down
ing the Army in December of 1969. My final assignment
in slow motion. At the moment its skids touched the
was serving in Viet Nam with the 101st Airborne Division
ground we all dived in and heard AK’s firing as we asCompany D 1/506 infantry battalion. It began with a comcended. I looked over the side opening of the helicopter
bat assault.
and realized we were finally
As our chopper defar enough in the air to be
scended toward the LZ
out of harms way! We all sat
(landing zone) a large cloud
up and slapped each other
of red smoke swirled past
on the backs, cheering and
the open doorway. Sgt.
thanking God we had made
Mueller was sitting next to
it out. I later learned that
me and yelled over the roar
Ranger had been killed right
of the turbine engines, ‚Do
after our chopper got out.
you know what that red
Fire Base Ripcord was evensmoke is for? It means it’s a
tually over run by the
hot LZ (the choppers are
N.V.A. and ‚RIPCORD‛
being fired upon). GET
would go down as the last
OUT...GET OUT.‛ I scrammajor battle of the Viet Nam
bled out the right side of
war.
the chopper and ran up the
About twenty years later I
facing embankment.
visited a replica of the VietI heard machinegun fire,
nam Veteran’s Memorial
then cheering. ‚What’s that
(The ‚Wall‛) in Vista, Caliall about?‛ I asked Brian
fornia. I looked up the name
Redfern, the machine gunDon Workman (Ranger) and
ner I was with. ‚They just
killed a Gook!‛ was the reThis photo of a Chinook helicopter hovering over Firebase Rip- noticed all of the names of
the rest of the guys who
cord is courtesy of Craig Van Hout (B Co, 2/506, 1969-70)
sponse.
died during those days
After we set up our
listed
together. It was, for
N.D.P. it was still early.
me, a very emotional experience.
Many of the guys started to relax and were sitting around
“NEVER FORGET”
smoking. I was still one of the F.N.G.’s (……. new guys)
—Jim McCoy
and didn’t quite fit in yet. I looked back down a trail I
was observing and saw a gook on his stomach crawling
up the trail towards me! I fired my M-16 and the gook
dropped out of my sight. Delta Company came alive,
firing everything we had down the trail.
Captain Workman (Ranger) later sent a patrol down
that trail resulting in the deaths of four of our men.

This is a very brief excerpt from a longer account Jim with
many more details and names of most of the men we lost those
two days in hell. The brief newsletter format can’t do justice to
his story...look for the full version of his story on the 506th website, <www.506infantry.org>
(Continued on next page)
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Following the publication of Keith Nolan’s history of the battle,”Ripcord: Screaming Eagles under Siege,” MG Harrison
wrote a complementary history with strong emphasis on the
battle as seen from the North Vietnamese point of view. This
retrospective is taken from the Epilogue of his book,”Hell on a
Hilltop” and is used with his permission.

against the Americans to accelerate their withdrawal no
matter the cost to themselves in human lives.
•The North Vietnamese forces operating in the South
in 1970 literally had been starving in their base areas in
the mountain jungles. They had lost a great deal of support from local Viet Cong infrastructure primarily due to
the exhaustion of VC resources, men and material during
the 1968 Tet Offensive and, as a direct result of the subsequent effectiveness of the Phuong Hoang (Phoenix) Program, which began in 1968, got underway in 1969, and
was in full swing by1970. . .
•They greatly feared our helicopter gunships and
respected our airmobile tactics.
•Their primary strategic concern focused on maintaining the flow of men and materials down the Ho Chi
Minh Trail and keeping open the supply chain from the
coastal lowlands to the highlands to feed their troops.
•The North Vietnamese could not have won in the
next several decades without the support of the Soviet
Union and/or China.
•The PAVN with its great concentration of men and
supporting firepower and its singular mission, never once
penetrated the defensive perimeter of FSB Ripcord.
•The mission to destroy FSB O’Reilly, a less formidable firebase than Ripcord, was also a failure of the significantly weakened 324B Division. O’Reilly was closed at
the beginning of the monsoon season as earlier planned
by the ARVN.
•Even though positioned in the nearby area, the crippled 324B Division played no significant role in the critical and strategically important PAVN 1971 Counter Offensive to Lam Son 719.
Courtney Frobenius wrote, ‚They wanted us out of
there in the worst way and as fast as possible; that, I believe, is why they expended so much treasure on you.
They just didn't expend that much treasure unless there
was a strategic objective in view.
But the bottom line is deceptively simple: Don’t
expect to defeat a well trained, well supplied enemy
who significantly outnumbers you and you are fighting
him on his home territory. We had to relearn this in
Iraq and our learning continues in Afghanistan.

Ben Harrison
Much has been learned about the North Vietnamese
Army with respect to the battle for Ripcord. Regrettably,
there is still much we do not know. We will, probably,
never know the truth...certainly not the whole truth.
The ‚official‛ histories of PAVN units against whom
we fought fail miserably as true historical documents.
But even in their distorted, manipulated reporting, they
do contribute to our understanding of our battles. For
that, we are grateful. The strategic importance of FSB
Ripcord is clearly stated in the 324B Division history:
‚Hill 935 (FSB Ripcord) was located in the mountain jungles of Phong Dien district. The top of the hill was approximately 350 meters wide by 550 meters long, and it
was the key to opening our route back down to the lowlands.‛
Courtney Frobenius reports that …‛*the+ simple fact
that the Ripcord battle has remained unreported or at
least under reported by the Vietnamese press says nothing less than it proved a vast and embarrassing failure
from the perspective of the North Vietnamese. . .
The North Vietnamese officers interviewed, including
General Doi, repeatedly denied that they ever had any
foreign officers advising or accompanying any of their
units.
As distorted and convoluted as the North Vietnamese
histories may be, we have learned some important things
about their Communist Party and the People’s Army of
Vietnam:
•The 324B Division and the 6th Thua Thein Regiment
operated in strength in the Ripcord, Coc Muen, Hills 805,
902 and 1000 area long before the first air assaults by the
3rd Brigade in March 1970. The PAVN in the general Ripcord AO had already established underground bunker
complexes, gun and mortar emplacements, supply caches
and medical facilities.
•The 324B Division was given a division mission
(their first-ever division mission) to ‚uproot‛ and destroy
FSB Ripcord with all division assets reinforced by the 6 th
Thua Thein Regiment and the 7th Sapper Battalion with
the 304B Division in support.
•Hanoi’s leaders never wavered from their conviction that the United States would fold and eventually
leave South Vietnam.
•Hanoi believed it imperative to take the offensive

For more information on the events at Ripcord, read MG.
Harrison’s and Keith Nolan’s books, check out the information on the Currahee website (www.506infantry.org), and visit
the Ripcord veterans’ organization website, <www.ripcord
association.com>. The battle was also the subject of an Oliver
North television show on The History Channel, copies of
which are available at various commercial websites.
Our thanks to Jim and Ben for sharing their perspectives.
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Currahees Redeploy to Afghanistan

KY. Womack said, ‚The ‘social’ will be less formal than
a ball, but just as much fun! You can wear jeans with a
nice shirt, Sunday best, cocktail gown, or Class A uniform. The choice is yours.‛ (Ed.: This being the Army, there
are some limits, of course—no holey jeans, no shorts, no tshirts.)

(Continued from Page 1)
look forward to their return as they build upon the relationships Currahee established with them during their
recent ‘rendezvous with destiny’. This will be a unique
year in the legacy of the 101st, as well as all of our famed
division’s ground forces.‛

Womack and his company commanders are hoping
for a large turnout of veterans as well as family members. According to CPT Todd Tomkins, HHC commanding officer, "The BN Social will be a wonderful event for
all Red Currahee soldiers, families and supporters. It is a
tremendous opportunity to get everyone together to celebrate everyone's commitment to the unit, the Army, and
each other. I am personally so thankful for the amazing
support we have from the families and the efforts of our
soldiers. The Social will be one last time to celebrate and
thank everyone before the deployment and I am looking
forward to a fun-filled evening." See page 13 for details.

Campbell pointed out that soldiers of the division’s
infantry regiments (327th, the 502nd, the 187th and the
506th) and the supporting cavalry, artillery and other
components had proven their mettle together during periods of conflict in such places as France, Holland, Germany, Vietnam and Iraq. He said, ‚It is only fitting they
should now serve alongside each other as Screaming Eagles once again in Afghanistan.‛
As always, the families and loved ones of soldiers
heading overseas will share the burdens of deployment.
Leaving the relative comfort and safety of stateside duty
for service in a combat situation across the seas is something with which the regiment has great familiarity. The
deployment order came a little more than a year after the
4th BCT returned to Campbell. The past year has been a
time of regrouping, retraining and preparing...and for
families to get reacquainted.

The division commander said there is a ‚fantastic‛
rear detachment team of soldiers and civilians,
‚dedicated to fulfilling the Army Family Covenant and
maintain the day-to-day functions of Fort Campbell
throughout the deployments.‛ Approximately 10,000
members of the division will remain behind at Fort
Campbell as the rear detachment
supporting the division and families. ‚We are also projected to
receive a senior-level officer to
serve as the post rear-detachment
commander in my absence, much
the same way Brigadier General
Steve Townsend did during the
last 101st deployment,‛ Gen.
Campbell said.

Soldiers of the regiment
have gone in harm’s way repeatedly during the 65 years
since the 506th Airborne Infantry was formed. The planning
and support activities of one
battalion, the 1/506th, illustrate
the kinds of creative activities
the Currahees are undertaking
to prepare for a sucessful deployment. According to the
commanding officer of the
1/506th, LTC David Womack,
‚Our Regimental Organization
is what binds today's Soldiers with those who've gone
before us. More importantly, the camaraderie exhibited is
a model for us today. We will witness the importance of
this model in our coming deployment, but must work
together to take advantage of it as well prior to that deployment.‛

Although there were
many reassignments and personnel changes over the past year,
according to Womack, ‚The core
strength of the regiment’s leadership – officers and the senior and platoon-level NCOs -remains intact. The experience, commitment and training
of our infantry and their close support partners will position us well for another successful combat tour.‛ These
sentiments were echoed by the BCT leader, COL Sean
Perkins and his staff.

The preparations include intensive training and resupply, and a period of leave for the Afghanistan-bound
troops to help prepare their families. As a symbolic sendoff, Womack and his battalion leadership plan a formal
event in July for soldiers and guests. Dubbed the ‚Denim
& Diamonds Social‛ by planners, this event will be held
at the James E. Bruce Convention Center in Hopkinsville

Throughout this deployment, veterans from the
506th Airborne Infantry Association will continue their
efforts on behalf of this new generation of Currahees.
This includes support for the active duty troops and for
their families. You can help by making a tax-deductible
contribution for this purpose to the Association.
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Memorial Day (Continued from Page 8)

why is his story included with these other highly decorated heroes?

Richard Winters

What make his particular breed of heroism so compelling was precisely the fact that it was so common. SSG
Shepherd, like all of his comrades in the 506th, knew the
risks, knew what he was facing — and still went with
comrades to their deaths. It is this common community
sense of obligation and quiet heroism that sustains us individually and contributes so magnificently to our military heritage, and the quiet civic confidence that sustains
our nation in times of peril

Major Dick Winters is the iconic Currahee leader —
brave, intelligent, humane, modest, capable and unflappable. The story of the ‚Band of Brothers‛ of Easy Company could have been the story of almost any unit of the
506th in World War II, just as Dick Winters could have
been any one of dozens of fine leaders. His courage was
unquestioned across the years of combat across the middle of Europe, and he also received the nation’s second
highest decoration for valor, the Distinguished Service
Cross/, for his actions following D-Day.

Editor’s Note: The point of all of this is, of course, to
show that the name of “hero” applies in many ways unrelated to the formal award of a decoration for valor. At
this time each year, the occasion of Memorial Day becomes an opportunity for political posturing, holiday
sales and picnics. It should be always for serious reflection about, and respect for, the men and women who
serve their country, and on their sacrifices.

But for many of his fellow Currahees, his many admiring
followers, and many others who wanted an appropriate
ending to his life and career, an attempt was made to upgrade the decoration to the Medal of Honor. The feeling
of many in the regiment at the time was that he was denied the MOH for reasons unrelated to the events around
D-Day.
Regardless of the merits of the case for upgrade — and
there are many supporters for the upgrade — the review
process which ultimately resulted in the Medal of Honor
award for Leslie Sabo is apparently not going to achieve
the same result for MAJ Winters, according to recent reports. As of this writing, the necessary legislation is not
progressing through Congress.
These three situations reflect the common perception of the
nature of heroism and the value of formal award processes to
commemorate the events of heroism. The fourth story doesn’t
involve a single act of bravery under fire, but the much more
common—and critical—courage that
leads average men to face death to defend their nation.

Events of Interest to Currahees
NOTE: Consult the Currahee website for the most current info.

August 11-15, 2010
101st Association 65th Annual Reunion
Indianapolis, IN: Marriott Hotel
October 6-10, 2010
40th Anniversary FSB Ripcord Association Reunion—Fort Worth, TX: Radisson Hotel
July 15-17, 2011
Stand Down 2011: A Co, 1/506th Vietnam Veterans
Reunion—
Colorado Springs, CO: - Reunion Headquarters: TBA

Denim & Diamonds
1-506th Battalion Social

Othis Columbus Shepherd
SSG Shepherd was a member of
Service Company of the 506th
Regiment. A supply sergeant who
had transferred into the newly
formed regiment from his assignment with a defense unit in the
Panama Canal Zone, he volunSSG Othis Shepherd
teered for the more challenging
in Panama
role in the 506th. He went through
the grueling training at Toccoa, prepared for combat, and
landed with his unit on D-Day, June 6, 1944.

Date:
Time:
Location:

Thursday, July 22, 2010
6:00pm - 11:00pm
James E Bruce Convention Center
Hopkinsville KY

Description: Active duty, veterans, family and supporters —
Come celebrate a night out with the Battalion at our Denim & Diamonds
Social! Less formal than a ball, but just as fun! You can wear jeans with
a nice shirt, Sunday best, cocktail gown, or Class A uniform. Tickets:
E1-E5 — $15 each
E9-O5 — $30 each
Tickets available through:

He was killed in action that day, one of nearly 300
Currahees who died on the first day of the invasion.
There are no reports of dramatic acts of heroism performed by SSG Shepherd, no emotional or patriotic
speeches, no poignant stories about his last words. So

Make checks payable to:
1-506th Red Currahee Fund
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E6-E8 — $25 each
Civilians — $25 each
CPT Dunsmore,1-506 IN BN S3
Room 109
7084 Stands Alone Ave
4th Brigade Combat Team
101st Airborne Division
Fort Campbell, KY 42223

Third Battalion News

If you want to look up someone you know who gave
his life in Vietnam, check out the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund website. Based in Washington, D.C., the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) is the nonprofit organization authorized by the U.S. Congress in
1980 to build a national memorial dedicated to all who
served with the U.S. armed forces in the Vietnam War.
Their website is <http://www.vvmf.org >

Jerry Gomes , 3rd Bn Reporter
E Co. (LRRPs) 3/506 — Vietnam 1967-69
ʺWith a Handful of Silk and God….That's All!ʺ LTC
Ret) Tom Kennedy told of his WWII jumps with Fred Bahlau
both H Co. 506th WWII .Their famous buddy Johnny Gibson, also of the 506th WWII was mentioned in stories
many times throughout the reunion.

You can view the Virtual Wall, search for your buddy
and leave a message on his individual page. If you have
a picture of a soldier, you are encouraged to go to the Put
a Face with a Name page to see how the photograph can
be added to the soldiers page.

Over 24 WWII 101st Vets including many Currahees
such as Al Viste, I Co 506 attended the Snowbird Reunion in Orlando, Florida in February. Vietnam Currahees
attending were Mike Krawczyk, Roosevelt Mitchell, Jerry
Gomes, Joe Alexander, Frank Griffo, and Ben Infuso to
name a few. The Comancheros, Kingsmen, Blackwidows
and Hawks also attended.

We met a lovely lady in Orlando, Dena Denis is her
stage name and she married 101st Soldier David Bonfiglio
Co I ,502nd PIR. She sang
Joe Alexander and Roosewith the Bob Hope show and
velt Mitchell attended the
toured the U S Army Camps
Honor Eagle Ceremony at Ft
entertaining the soldiers. She
Campbell May 19, 2010.
said she saw much sadness in
COL Dominic J. Caraccilo is
the hospitals at that time. The
incoming acting Senior Comtroupe was entertaining at
mander. The colors were
Bedford, MA VA hospital
cased signifying the deploydoing a show when Armistice
ment of the Screaming Eagles
was announced! Everyone
to Afghanistan.
was so happy she decided to
sing "Rendevous with DesWe hear often from varitiny" in honor of her husband
ous Vietnam Currahees Currahees from different eras enjoyed the hospitality,the
who had liberated HolTony Martisauskas, Cliff
camaraderie and the refreshments at the Snowbird event.
land…After the song was
Farmer, Mike Loper, Kip RolL. Ben Infuso, (Toronto), a Currahee from 1956-67
over a patient stood up and
land, Tex Hardin, Gene
R. LTC (Ret) Tom Kennedy (G Co) and Fred Bahlau of H yelled, ‚Airborne! All the
Carne, Jerry Wilson, Jim AtCo/506th Parachute Infantry Regiment in World War II.
Way!" These were the first
wood, Ron Bowman, Lee
words he'd said in two years!
Bradford, Don Bigelow, Ann & John Colone, Ray
Fletcher, Barry Dussault, Mike Fujinaga, Doc Lovy, Jim
Mendoza, Charlotte & Mike Mullins, Diane & Ray Mayfield, Gary "Flint" Purcell, CW Potter, Steve Trambaugh,
and Jim Wyatt.

Rendezvous with Destiny Lyrics
We have a rendezvous with destiny.
Our strength and courage strike the spark,
That will always make men free.
Jump right down through the skies of blue,
Keep your eye on the job to be done.
We're the men of the hundred first,
we'll fight till the battle is won.
Screaming Eagles diving from the sun,
Striking boldly from the air.
Now is the time to jump. Look out below !
Stand up ! Hook up ! Screaming Eagles, GO !

Sgt Major Bob Izumi called in May. He's battling
Agent Orange physical problems having trouble walking.
He is a WWII, Korean and Vietnam Vet. E-mail him at
currahee9@aol.com
The Oregon Chapter of the 101st Airborne Division
Assn is holding its 18th Annual D-Day BBQ on July 24th in
Sandy, Oregon. All Airborne veterans are invited.
"Pony Tail" Paul Cauley is hosting a BBQ at his home
in Indianapolis, August 13th in conjunction with the 101st
Reunion.
Again the 3/506 Currahees have raised funds to place
Memorial Day Bouquets on the graves of all theri Vietnam KIA's. Also the Currahee Little League Baseball
team is doing well in Yalesville, Connecticut!
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Currahees in Korea

The Portable P/X

Jim Huckfeldt
HHC 1/506th Inf Scouts, 2nd Inf Div, Korea 1997-98

Ron Helwig, Quartermaster
B Co., 1st ABG 1960-62

Sometimes the Army needs its best to persuade the
enemy that peace and diplomacy is much more preferable to war. When that time comes, the Army turns to the
506th Infantry Regiment...as it did when the 1st/506th was
part of the 2nd Infantry Division in the Republic of Korea.

The Quartermaster’s Store is always a popular stop
at any Currahee reunion, and we expect this to be true
again this summer in Harrisburg. There has been a major
expansion in the variety of goods available for purchase.
This includes an extensive inventory of original or replica
military items from all eras of the Currahees’ history.
A complete basic Quartermaster Store will be open
throughout the Reunion. This includes new items, children’s items, and custom embroidery done to the specifications of the customer. This focus on the customer is
important because the QM function is a big revenue producer for the 506th Association, and it’s well regarded for
good service, value and quality. Many of the items were
originally designed by customers, and have become
popular with members generally. Some are listed on the
website, but you should check with Ron and Ruth at the
reunion to see the complete inventory.
In particular, if you want special sizes or custom
embroidery, contact Ron ahead of time. You can get
what you want, the way you want it! There is an additional benefit...if you contact Ron Helwig at
rlhelwig@verizon.net and specify that you are attending
the reunion and want to order any of the customized or
personalized items available at
www.506infantry.org/quartermaster.html , Ron will create your items and have them available for you at the reunion, where you can pay only for the items, and save
shipping costs. The Deadline for pre-orders is July 10!
The following items have been added since the January newsletter:
 506th Pins —506 Air Assault Badge, Parachutist
Badge and Infantry Crossed Rifles
 CIB/CMB/CAB designs:
 Embroidered designs for
Polo Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Hats, Golf Towels, and Currahee Bears –
 Flexible Magnets and Decals
 Full-front design for the
short-sleeve, long-sleeve, and
children’s White T-Shirts.
 Voodoo Medics (full-front design for the short-sleeve,
long-sleeve, and children’s White T-Shirts.
Note that order forms for Magnets and for many
novelties and childrens’ items have never been published
in the newsletter . . . they are available only on-line or in
person. Check them out!
See you at the Currahee store!

Currahees stood toe-to-toe with the enemy; ever
ready, vigilant. When hostile nations knock on the US’s
door, the Currahees answer…and not always with open
arms. Currahees have also camped on the enemy’s front
porch. Watching. Waiting. Patient.
Are you visualizing the dual front wars in Iraq and
Afghan? Think again...Currahees stationed at Camps
Greaves and Giant, Korea
faced a particularly nasty
threat of North Korean invasion. The 1/506 guarded
Freedom Bridge until it was
shut down and decommissioned in 1998 when the
four-lane, Reunification
Bridge opened. Reunification
Bridge serves as the only
passage between North and
South Korea.
From 1987 to 2004, the 1/506th stood ready less than a
mile from the southern boundary of the Demilitarized
Zone (DMZ). In most cases, the Currahees were the most
forward deployed Infantry battalion in the US Army
who defended against an unstable and unpredictable
threat.
To keep sharp, Currahees were always packed and
ready for combat. Drills were conducted often in the
middle of the night beginning with the cry, ‚Fog Rain!‛
Soldiers dressed, grabbed their gear, drew weapons and
ammunition and moved out with amazing efficiency.
When the command, ‚Blue Sky‛ was shouted
throughout barracks hallways, all hell was breaking
loose. This was the command that the North wasn’t playing nice with others and it was time to persuade them to
behave.
On one occasion, the North transported several artillery cannons below a certain phase line. This made
Camp Greaves a very convenient target and set off an
alert. Later, we were told that the North was conducting
a ‚training exercise.‛
(Continued on Page 18)
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Currahee news and notes

A new executive officer for the 4th BCT
MAJ Darman C. Place, 4th BCT Executive Officer for the
last two years and a key partner
in forging an effective working
relationship between the Association and the active duty community, is leaving...he’s been
kicked upstairs to a position at
the U.S. Army Special Operations Command at Fort Bragg,
NC. His replacement as XO will
be MAJ Rob Fouche. Rob and
the Rear Detachment Commander, MAJ Bradd Schultz,
will be our primary contacts
with the active duty contingent.
Dar has been an able and effective presence for the Association. We thanked him for his support. He had these
parting words for the Association:

Picture is Julia Gomes after her 5th Jump at Ft Benning May
26th – With her are Roosevelt Mitchell (3/506 Medic) and her
father, Jerry Gomes, 3/506 LRRP

To President Don Theis, Tom Duckett, Gene Overton, and Fred May Thanks for the kind comments. It has been my greatest honor to have
served as Currahee 5, the most demanding and rewarding job I have
done in my 25 years of service.

Carrying on a family tradition, Jerry Gomes' daughter,
ROTC Nursing Cadet Julia Gomes, successfully completed
Airborne training with B Co. 1/507th at Ft Benning, GA
and was awarded the Parachute Badge on 27 May 2010.
Her first jump was from the new T-11 Parachute from a C130 to Fryar Field. After four more jumps with the T-10
chutes., Jerry pinned his original airborne wings on her at
the Graduation Ceremony - 43 years after he was awarded
them!

To all the team from the Association: It really has been an honor to
work with you all because of your professionalism, your passion for the
unit and its soldiers, and your concern for our wounded heroes and the
families of our fallen heroes. I pray that God continues to bless all of
you, our unit of which we are all so proud of, and the activities of the
Regimental Association.
Currahee!
MAJ Darman C. Place

Gettysburg Battlefield is a Very Special Place
Take advantage of your Reunion Trip to visit the best Civil
War Park and Museum in the entire country.

We hope to eat lunch in the historic "Dobbin House Tavern", which will cost between $12 and $20 per person.
Total expenses for the day in Gettysburg will be between
$22.50 and $30.50 per person.

Gettysburg is about one hour from Harrisburg, and
opened a beautiful new Visitors Center / Museum a few
years ago that provides a superb overview of the Civil
War and the bloody Gettysburg Battle that was the turning point of the war.

The Day's Schedule:
08:15 Meet in Four Points Sheraton Hotel Lobby
08:30 Depart Hotel for Gettysburg in your own cars
09:45 Arrive Gettysburg Battlefield Visitor Center and
Museum
12:00 Meet at Visitor Center Entrance to move to lunch

Your Tour Guide: On Thursday 29 July Ranger Roach
(2/506 RVN 67-68, 69-70) will act as tour guide for
those who are interested in visiting the park. Ranger, a
retired Army Colonel, and a student of the Civil War,
has visited this battlefield many times, and will provide
commentary on the campaign and the commanders, and
answer any of your questions.

13:45 Short Battlefield Tour - Seminary Ridge (1st Day
Focus) Little Round Top (2nd Day Focus) and Pickett's
Charge (3rd Day Focus)
15:45 Depart for Reunion Hotel, Harrisburg
17:00 Arrive Four Points Sheraton Hotel for Currahee Buffet Dinner.

The Day's Expenses: There is an entrance fee to the Visitors Center of $10.50 per person (with 16 or more member in our group we can get a group discount).
16

Treasurer’s Report

Currahees Headed To Afghanistan With
New Battle Flags

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III – Treasurer
A Co., 1/506th, Vietnam 1970-71

Fred May — Charitable Funds Chair and Active Duty Liaison
A Co., 1/506th, Vietnam, 1970-71

As of April 30, 2010, year-to-date operating income of
$16,854.46 exceeded operating expenses of $13,889.51 for
net operating income of $2,964.95. However, $2,860.40 of
that income was payment received for Reunion registrations/events and will be used to cover Reunion expenses
in July.

Carrying on a tradition established with the first
deployment to Iraq led by COL David Clark in 2004, the
506th Association will provide new Currahee Battle
Flags to the Regiment. This gift symbolizes the support
Currahee veterans have for all active duty Currahees
who will be shipping out this summer for a deployment
to Afghanistan. This will be the fourth deployment
since 2004; each time the Association has provided flags.
Forty Currahee Battle Flags have already been
shipped to MAJ Dar Place, the former Executive Officer
of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 506th Infantry Regiment so that they may be distributed at a ceremony to
take place in July at Fort Campbell, KY. These flags will

Total funds in Association cash accounts included the
following:
Fidelity Business Account (pre-paid dues)

$12,022.65

Business Shares California Credit Union, San Diego:
100.02
Checking Account:
Unrestricted Funds

25,580.14

Temporarily Restricted Funds:
Scholarship Fund:

$14,542.57

Packages & Morale Fund

567.98

Currahee KIA Memorial

6,272.56

WO&WS Fund

15,920.84

TOTAL Temporarily Restricted Funds

37,303.95

TOTAL CASH 04/30/10

$75,006.76

Second Battalion Report

The new Battle Flag being flown over CTF Currahee HQs
on FOB Salerno, Afghanistan.

Don Thies , 2nd Bn Reporter
B Co., 2/506—Vietnam 1970- 1971

be given to all company size and larger units within the
Regiment just before they deploy to Afghanistan. One
flag will be presented to a Regimental Representative at
the Currahee reunion to be held in Harrisburg, PA. This
will be done so that reunion attendees may be a symbolic part of the flag presentation ceremony.
Money for these flags comes from the Currahee
Packages and Morale Fund. Donations to this fund will
be used to provide morale boosting items such as flags,
506th PX items, and other products that will be purchased and sent to our troops. The scope of this project
will be based upon the level of support received.
Questions about this effort may be directed to Fred May
at AlfredMay@aol.com. Donations may be made using
the form on page 17 or by going to our website,
<www.506infantry.org> and clicking on the ‚Scholarship
& Special Projects‛ button and then scrolling to the
Packages entry.

Veterans of the 2nd battalion, remember the 506th Association reunion in Harrisburg, PA on July 28th through July
31st. The current listing of those attending shows the 2nd
battalion running neck and neck with the 1st battalion veterans with Headquarters not too far behind. So all you 2 nd
battalion guys and gals ,if you haven’t already sent in your
reunion notice do so now!
There is much to see and do in the area. The history of
2 /506th is the new permanent exhibit of the Major Dick
Winters display at the Hershey – Derry Township Historical Society. The exhibit is the exact duplicate of his workspace den. It shows maps used during the Battle of the
Bulge, autograph photographs depicting a Who’s Who in
America, and little known audio clips of the Band of Brothers mini series. The Major Dick Winters display should be
of interest to everyone connected with the 506 th and can be
viewed at http://www.therupturedduck.com/winters.htm. Gettysburg and other Civil War battlefields aren’t too far
away either, and Washington, Baltimore and Philadelphia
are less than two hours away by freeway.
nd
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Putting Widows, Orphans and Wounded
Soldiers funds to work

Currahees in Korea (Continued from page 15)
In 1998, for example, a small North Korean submarine
was found in South Korean waters. The chase ended
when the North’s submarine captain popped a grenade in
the vessel, killing everyone on board.

COL (Ret) Bob Seitz – Board of Directors
HHC/B/C/E Co., 2/506th, Vietnam 1970-71
During the Week of Eagles celebration this past August, 2009 at Fort Campbell, several Vietnam veterans of
Charlie Company, 2nd Battalion/506th Infantry were discussing how Currahee veterans could better support our
WIA troopers and their families while they are at Walter
Reed Army hospital for long recovery periods. As these
Charlie Company veterans were walking around at the
Fort Campbell airfield during the air and ground show
events, they encountered one merchandise vendor who
was literally giving away thousands of free DVD copies
of well-known Disney and other animated children’s
movies.

It takes a special breed to stand ready with the wolf at
the door. From the outside looking in, Currahees were the
right regiment for the job. Year after year, decade after
decade, they guarded the South’s front door. The door to
freedom. Guarding a nation’s freedom requires people
with true grit and determination. People who stand
ready, strong and able, against overwhelming odds. People who say, ‚Not today. You won’t cross that line today.
Not on my watch. No.‛
This type of strength can’t be taught or found. It’s
forged from family bonds. Bonds that say, ‚Regardless of
what happens, we’ll take care of you at home. Do what
needs to be done. Concentrate on your profession, your
people and your mission. Leave the rest to us.‛

Cal Kato, Gary Gilliam, Randy Parmley, and other C
2/506 Vietnam veterans thought these videos would be
great gift items for the children of our WIA at Walter
Reed Army hospital.

Mothers, daughters, fathers, sons, husbands, wives,
sisters and brothers, sacrificing a year of their time, and
sometimes more, missing and supporting their loved one
from afar. They took care of their hero from half a world
away. Our families provided the love and support which
carved our strong and hardened Soldiers. These Currahees. Currahees who lived ‚Stands Alone,‛ but were far
from being alone. Behind these men and women stood
family, an army supporting the Soldier.

As the ‚lead‛ for the 506th Infantry Regimental Association’s support at Walter Reed for our Currahee
WIA and their families, I also thought this was a great
idea, as the children spend the majority of their days
with their wounded fathers or brothers in the hospital
rooms, and watching DVDs is always a good activity for
the families and the children. The problem is, of course,
that there are not nearly enough DVD players to go
around. The solution became acute when we were able
to obtain a large supply of new DVDs.

Currahee communications

Now, all we needed was a supply of portable DVD
players which we could ‚loan‛ to the WIA families while
they were in-patients at Walter Reed.

From Susan Shepherd Eady, daughter of Othis Shepherd, KIA
June 6, 1944 (see page 12)

An anonymous donation was made by one of the C
2-506 Vietnam veterans to purchase these portable DVD
players, and with a very nice discount provided by a local Best Buy store , the 506th Regimental Association
now has six portable DVD player for use by Currahee
WIA and their families at Walter Reed.

I recently received a complementary copy of the 506th
Airborne Division newsletter and I thank you for that.
What a great job!
Attached are three pictures that Columbus sent home to
his family. Two of these pictures have names printed on
the back and I hope I've scanned them where you can read
them. From what Columbus wrote, it seems these were
taken at Rio Hata, C.Z. (Canal Zone?). I've tried to research Rio Hata and have only found one source that says
there was an old airstrip there where men trained prior to
going to Camp Toccoa. I don't know any of the men listed
on the back of either picture, but would like to know a little about them. I've often wondered if they made it home
to their families. Anyway, I hope you find these pictures
interesting. I would like to know more about my father
and these other men.

The Association’s Tax Exempt Organization status
allows individuals or companies to make such contributions to benefit both our wounded and their families, and
companies often match or complement contributions
If anyone has any Disney or other suitable children’s
movies on DVDs or other in-kind gifts in good condition,
that they would like to donate to our WIA families,
please send them to:
Bob Seitz
11326 Bright Pond Lane,
Reston, VA 20194.
18

Membership Director’s Report
Eugene L. Overton, Jr. [Gene] – Membership Director
C Co., 1/ 506th – Vietnam 1967-1968
First, I would like to report that we are only eighteen memberships short of reaching our 2010 goal of 650 DuesPaying Association Members. That's right, as of May 21st the total number of dues-paying members stands at 632. Are
we going to reach this year's goal of 650 ? I think so.

The 506th Association had 590 dues-paying members in 2009.
Help us reach our goal of 650 dues-paying members in 2010!
You can help by spreading the word about the Association amongst those Currahees you are in contact with who are
not currently members. So when you receive your 2010 Currahee Roster you'll note that dues-paying members are identified with an asterisk next to their name.

The Currahee Website

In addition, you can give a GIFT Membership to
help get a current or former 506th veteran involved in the
Currahee community or just as a way of saying Thanks to
a Currahee veteran for past service. To do this you simply write GIFT on the appropriate Membership Dues
Form.

Mike Bookser – Web Committee Chairman
B/E Co., 1st Bn/506th – 1969/1970
It seems nowadays that you can’t get away from the
Internet. Just a few short years ago, it was mostly used by
college kids, scientists and nerds of all kinds. Today,
grandmas keep in touch with their grandkids by email,
many bills are paid electronically, trips are scheduled on
browsers and research is done without ever entering the
library or opening a book.

Breaking the ice with former Currahees is one of the
side benefits of Quartermaster Ron Helwig’s operation;
many conversations that result in new members began at
a local supermarket when vets catch sight of our crest on
a hat or T-shirt.
Next, I'm happy to say that the new On-Line Payment System for paying Membership Dues has been well
received and is working smoothly. This is the first implementation of a planned expansion in the use of webenabled software to allow electronic transactions for
many functions you commonly use. This was also one of
the leading requests from active duty soldiers when they
met with our Board of Directors at the Currahee Rendezvous last year. Already 75 members have used this system
Finally, please remember to keep your contact information current; if your information is not current how
are those you served with going to re-connect with you.
Key data elements include your name and address, telephone numbers and your preferred e-Mail address.

We can debate the merits of all this, but there is no
doubt that e-Commerce (web-enabled transactions on-line)
is here to stay. Many present or future Currahees — particularly the younger generation have pressured us to get
with the 21st century and update our processes to allow
them the convenience of online access, electronic service
deliver and credit card payments for virtually every contact with the Association.
We listened, and have implemented electronic membership registration and charitable contributions by PayPal. Our next step is to put the Quartermaster catalog
online and permit credit card payments for things as diverse as Currahee hats, event registration and payment of
fees. Who says ,‚You can’t teach old dogs new tricks!‛
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The Writers’ Block
We celebrate successful musicians, artists and writers among the Currahees. Each issue, we will try to find and publish essays,
cartoons, drawings and poems written by Currahees, active duty or veteran. If you are willing to share your creations with other
Currahees, email newsletter editor John Lally at <johnlally@comcast.net>. The editorial board will decide which submissions will be
published. The only requirements are that they are original, they arise from your Currahee experience and there are no legal or financial restrictions on publication. We will honor requests to keep the identities of contributors private if requested.

You ask me why I served

Where is my youth?

You ask me why I served.
Why I didn't go north to Canada?
Or burn my draft card?
Let me tell you why

Somewhere, I whisk to the street.
I listen for the tap of Moms feet.
ʺ Be careful, and don’t be late. ʺ
I mimic her words as my response is proclaimed.
ʺ Oh I won’t. Love ya, good-by.
Mom?
How did I get up here in this sky?
Moments and many times I wish, to turn around and
stay.
A Moment’s hug, just one more then I could be on my
way.
This time I will, as my mind passes through those steps
out the door.
Just one hug, just one more.
I ease to the edge leaning out the chopper door.
I remove my helmet and rub my head once more.
Who’s hands are running through my hair?
Who’s fingers are lightly on my forearm?
Who’s face is now my vision?
I ponder these moments as my heart hurts so.
Where is my youth, my mother, where did it go?
Now I continue this verse after years.
I’ll answer the questions as I relive the tears.
My youth is in a memory imbedded in my soul. The vision of tenderness, of love, of concern are all placed in my
heart I have learned. They exist because of you my
Mother and that strength will let me whisk away.
Each time I think of them I’ll always turn around and
stay.
Leaning out the chopper door.
Just one hug.
Just one more.

This is my home, I will not flee.
My fathers before me worked
And fought so hard to give me
this opportunity.
Their bones are here;
this I will defend
Because I’ve been in the shadow of some very great men.
I was privileged to be in the jungle
with some of the best;
Where all gave some
and some gave all.
We may not have been the greatest
generation
But we were the greatest
Of my generation.
Shame on her!
I’ve been in the shadow of some very great men!
We walked in the same boots
of our fathers before us;
We fought the same battles
and felt the same pain!
I sometimes stand in awe of the men
Who jumped at Normandy, or landed at Omaha,
Who fought at Bastogne, landed at lwo Jima.
When I was young I didn't understand
Why I went. It just seemed right.
Now, I'm old and I understand
There are worse things than death
It is better to die a warrior
than to live as a slave.
Because I've been in the shadow of some very great men.

Dan Nightingale
A Co.,1/506 Infantry
Vietnam 1970-71

Jim "Doc" Wake
A Co, 1/506 Infantry
Vietnam 1970-71
Jim “Doc” Wake (l) and Dan Nightingale
at the A 1/506 Reunion in 2009
20

Currahee KIA Update (Continued from page 3)

Looking for my past

As of June 3, the following people have contributed
money toward completion of the memorial:

John Lally, Newsletter Editor
A Co., 1/506 — Vietnam, 1970-71

$1,000 or more
Donald E. Thies
COL(R) Richard M. Seitz
H. Riley and Jill Bock
Eugene L. Overton, Jr.
$501-$1,000
Thomas C. Diebold
Marcia and John O. Lally
$251-$500
Douglas C. Fargo
1SG(R) Jesus Rodriguez, Jr.
SFC(R) Jeffery T. Lover
Edward J. Kovarnik
1SG(R) Carl A. Graves
Thomas J. Peacock
Walter S. "Bud" Duryea
Danny F. McNair
LTC(R) Terrence M. Smith, DMD
SGT(R) Michael C. Rogers
$101-$250
Hoyt Bruce Moore, III
COL(R) Robert N. Crittenden
Ian K. Shumaker
Anthony F. Cox
James E. O'Laughlin
Kenneth L. Powers
Esme Evans
Fred and Sabina May
Kaye and Jerry Gomes
Lawrence J. Bowman
Susan and Kenneth A. Parr, Jr.
William J. "Wild Bill" Guarnere and
Edward J. "Babe" Heffron
$100 or less:
Arlie R. Enis
BG(R) John R. Scales
Bruce and Cindy Blackberg
COL(R) Dwain A. James
COL(R) Michael S. Byington
COL(R) Rick A. Lombard
CW4(R) Richard L. Pullen
Francis W. Casey
Gary R. Madsen
Gordon E. Kennedy, Jr.
Herndon J. Thomason
James A. Lee
John R. Miller
Kenneth G. Johnson
Leonard C. Liebler
LTC(R) Fredrick L. Spaulding
LTC(R) Harry Z. Kageleiry
LTC(R) Robert J. Mairs III
Michael Douglas Sample
Michael J. Metzger
Octavio Laguna

I missed a chance to say goodbye to an old friend.
Dewey Hankins and I came to Vietnam and Alpha company at the same time forty years ago; we were two shake‘n-bake sergeants from very different backgrounds – he
was a young kid from Arkansas, I an old guy out of graduate school in Wisconsin. But we connected nonetheless.
We were friends for only the year in Vietnam, then I
never saw him again. Many, many years later I used my
experience and my knowledge of the research tools of the
Internet to renew many old friendships within my platoon,
my company and the regiment. But, somehow, I didn’t
come across him, anywhere. As the years went on, I became aware of the 506th Association and the folks there
who know so much about our unit history and about the
men who had come to live, and sometimes die, for their
country.
My search for my friend ended unhappily when I found
a passing mention of his obituary online. I did get in contact with his daughter and his niece, and we exchanged
anecdotes and photos. It was good for closure... but not as
good as it should have been.
I’m not a person who makes friends easily, not even in a
war setting, and I felt his death deeply. Every since I
joined the 506th Association a few years ago I’ve enjoyed
renewing old friendships and seeing past acquaintance
sturn into new friends. I’ve been lucky to be able to see
Amigo and George of the Jungle, to talk to Okie and share
a drink or five with Ray, Bruce and Ken. But I see the inexorable passage of time, and know there are a declining
number of
opportunities
to see again
people who
were so close
to me so long
ago. I want to
see them to
thank them for
the things they
Dewey Hankins, Don McCleod and John
taught me, for
Lally in Vietnam, 1970.
all the support
they gave me. . .and for putting up with me.
So I missed a chance with Dewey...and with Top, and
Moose. Don’t you make that mistake...use the Association’s network of resources to help locate and make contact
with old comrades in arms. Come to the small unit reunions and the regimental get-togethers NOW...don’t wait
too long to embrace your old friends and say, ‚Thanks.‛

Robert D. Tucker
Ronald B. Kane
Ronald H. Craig
SFC(R) Randall N. Stutler
Thomas D. Pegelow, Sr.
William A. Kirn
William L. Bigatti
Michael C. Bookser
Gregory P. Phillips
LTC(R) Dennis W. Brewer
MAJ Brian M. Gellman
Michael J. Mollenhour
Michael Modeen
Ronald W. Faulkner
SFC(R) Edward E. Asher
SGM(R) Richard P. Doyle
John L. Thomas
Richard H. Monks
COL(R) Edward C. Weckel
Dan M. Linn
Donald O. Hibbetts
Edgar K. Jones, Jr., Inc.
Emory S. King, Jr.
Helen P. Smith
Jay D. Wetherby
Jerry B. Hales
MAJ(R) Gordon C. Johnson
MAJ(R) William J. Williams
Neil O. Lauter
Sherwood A. Hargreaves
Thomas J. Cox
COL(R) Philip B. Merrick
Gene H. Langenberg
Henry A. Uglis, Jr.
Timothy A. Joliet
David J. Humphrey
Thomas J. Bayless, II
Robert K. Williams
Herman J. Moulliet
Kenneth J. David
Richard A. Ruggeri
Steven Bravo, Sr.
John A. Brown
MSG Henry R. Harlow
Perley A. Hall
SSG(R) George O. Cooper, Jr.
Deborah K. Forrester
Mary Ann Novotny
Andrew F. Carson
RDJ Smit
Chaplain Randal H. Robison
SFC(R) Frank P. Sicari
COL(R) Edward D. Shames
Jimmy L. Tidwell
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association
(Airmobile-Air Assault)

Fund Donation Form
Please include the following information:

NAME:
STREET ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:

HOME PHONE:

ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
(AREA CODE)

NUMBER

Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to:

The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile - Air Assault)
Mail this form and your donation to:
Phone: (858) 274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III -- Treasurer
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117-1123

Scholarship Fund Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Widows
Orphansand
Fund
Donation
Widows,&Orphans
Wounded
Soldier Fund Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Currahee KIA Memorial Monument Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Packages and Unit Morale Fund Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Donation for General Operating Expenses
Donation Amount: $________________________

TOTAL OF ALL DONATIONS:

$________________________

The IRS has recognized the 506th Association as a War Veterans Organization under section 501(c)(19), so
donors making contributions to the Association can deduct such donations on their personal or corporate tax
filings, as provided for by IRS rules and regulations. The Association is listed in IRS Publication 78, Cumulative
List of Organizations described in Section 170(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, the list of
organizations eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions. For exemption/deduction purposes, the
Association Employer Identification Number (EIN) is 91-2088108.
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)
Use this form to join the Association if you have served in or are currently serving in the 506th
or if you have served in or are currently serving in units attached to or supporting the 506th.

2010 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES FORM
Check dues category [ X ]:

Basic Dues: Annual $15.00 [ ] OR 5 Yrs $60.00 [ ] - Currahee newsletter/your Company Roster Listings.
Full Dues: Annual $25.00 [ ] OR 5 Yrs $100.00 [ ] - Currahee newsletter/complete 2010 Association Roster
Purple Heart Dues: Annual $10.00 [ ] or 5 Yrs $40.00 [ ] - Currahee newsletter/your Era Roster Listing.
[OPEN TO ONLY ACTIVE DUTY PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS.]
] Still receive The Currahee newsletter.
$ 5.00 [ ]

Request for Exemption from Dues (VETERANS only) : [
Additional Postage to Address Outside the U.S. Add:
Donation for General Expenses:
$__________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________

Select [X] ALL that apply:
Company: HQ/HHC/HHT/HHB[ ] A[ ] B[ ] C[ ] D[ ] E[ ] F[ ] G[ ]
H[ ] I [ ] K[ ] L [ ] M [ ] SV [ ] Mortar Battery[ ] CSC[ ]
Regt/BN: REGT [ ] 1 st ABN BG [ ]
1st BN [ ] 2nd BN [ ] 3rd BN [ ]
Bde Command: [ ]
4th BSTB [ ]
801st BSB [ ]
1-61st CAV [ ]
4-320th FA [ ]
Era:
WWII 1942-1945 [ ]
Basic Training 1948-1956 [ ]
ABN BG 1956-1964 [ ]
ABN INF 1964-1967 [ ]
Vietnam 1967-1971 [ ]
AMBL 1972-1974 [ ]
AASLT 1974-1984 [ ]
Korea (2ID) 1987-2004 [ ]
Iraq (2ID) 2004-2005 [ ]
506th RCT/4BCT 2004-present [ ]

If applicable, your unit which was assigned to or supported the 506th:
Dates of Service with each 506th Unit (mm/yy)::
Rank (Current or at Date of Separation from Military) :
LAST NAME:

FIRST NAME:

M.I.

STREET/POST OFFICE BOX:
CITY:

STATE:

ZIP CODE:

eMAIL ADDRESS:
PHONE NUMBERS (Please include area code):

HOME:

2nd Phone:

SELECT [ X ] ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS IF THEY APPLY:
[ ] Change [ ] Add: [ ] Name [ ] Mailing Address [ ] Phone number(s) [ ] eMail [ ] Other
[ ] I request my contact information not be listed in either the 506th Association Roster or the Currahee
eMailRoom, nor that it be given to anyone other than an Association Officer without my express consent.

Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to:

The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile - Air Assault)
Mail this order form and your payment to:
Phone: (858) 274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III -- Treasurer
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

Hats and Shirts Order Form
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

CITY:

ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

## a “member” is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2010 Membership Dues.
**COLORS: W=White; B=Black; G=Gray; T=Tan; LBL=Light Blue; DGR=Forest Green; K=Khaki; P=Pink
FRONT DESIGN CODES:
EMBROIDERED DESIGNS: (1) 506th Currahee; (2) 4BCT ParaDice; (8) 506th Currahee; (9) 4BCT ParaDice; (13) Airborne Wings;
(14) Air Assault Wings; (28) 101st Currahee; (29) WWII CIB; (30) Vietnam CIB; (31) Iraq CIB; (32) Afghanistan CIB; (33) CIB;
(34) CAB; (35) Iraq CAB; (36) Afghanistan CAB; (37) CMB; (38) Vietnam CMB; (39) Iraq CMB; (40) Afghanistan CMB; (42) ABG 506th
FULL-FRONT PRINTED DESIGNS: (3) 506th Regiment; (4) Spade w/Insignia; (5) Sink Montage; (6) Always Currahee; (7) ParaDice Currahee;
(10) Airborne Currahee; (11) 506th Coat of Arms; (12) Strike from the Sky ; (17) King Delta; ; (18) 2ID Iraq; (19) 2ID Air Assault; (20) Korea;
(21) RCT Iraq; (22) Afghanistan; (23) 101 Air Assault; (24) ABG; (25) Tiger Bravo; (26) Vietnam; (27) WWII; (41) Voodoo Medics
Front Design
Codes

Item
Hat: 5-Panel Cotton

Hat: Flag

One size

S,
W, B, LBL,
G, T

(3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (10)
(11) (12) (17) (18) (19)
(20) (21) (22) (23) (24)
(25) (26) (27)
(41)=White Only

Long Sleeve T-Shirt:
Full front design; no personalization
Optional: World Tour on back for $1.00
Crewneck Sweatshirt:
Optional: World Tour on back for $1.00
(Designs 3-12; 17-27: full front; no personalization)
(All other designs: embroidered left chest area with
optional right chest area personalization)
Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt:
Optional: World Tour on back for $1.00
(Designs 3-12; 17-27: full front; no personalization)
(All other designs: embroidered left chest area with
optional right chest area personalization)

M,
XL

L,

2XL, 3XL

W, B, LBL, G,
T, P, DGR, K

M, L,
XL
2XL, 3XL

S,

M, L,
XL
2XL, 3XL

S,
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
(10) (11) (12) (13) (14)
(17) (18) (19) (20) (21)
(22) (23) (24) (25) (26)
(27) (28) (29) (30) (31)
(32) (33) (34) (35) (36)
(37) (38) (39) (40)

Front
Design #

M,
XL

L,

2XL, 3XL
W, B, G, T,
P, DGR, K

S,

M,
XL

L,

2XL, 3XL

World
Tour?

Personalize?
Y
N
Y
N
Y
N

$14.00

$12.00

$32.00

$29.00

$34.00

$31.00

$20.00

$17.00

$21.00

$18.00

$22.00

$19.00

$24.00

$21.00

$26.50

$23.50

$27.50

$24.50

$37.00

$34.00

$41.00

$38.00

Price Each

TOTAL

White

S,

Short Sleeve T-Shirt:
Full front design; no personalization
Optional: World Tour on back for $1.00

Item

W, B, DGR

(1) (2) (13) (14) (28)
(29) (30) (31) (32) (33)
(34) (35) (36) (37) (38)
(39) (40)

Polo Shirt:
Embroidered left chest area design with
optional right chest area personalization

Each
Each
(non-members) (members)##

Sizes

W, B, T, DGR

(8) (9) (13) (14) (29)
(30) (31) (32) (33) (34)
(35) (36) (37) (38) (39)
(40) (42)

Hat: 5-Panel Nylon

Quantity

Colors**

Y
Y
Y

Color

Size

N
N
N

$

Optional Currahee World Tour on back ($1.00 per T-Shirt/Sweatshirt)

$ 1.00

$

Select optional design on right chest area ($5.00 per Sweatshirt/Polo):
[ ] CIB [ ] CAB [ ] CAB -- then select text:
[ ] WWII [ ] Vietnam [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan [ ] no text

$ 5.00

$

Optional Personalization Information ($5.00 per Sweatshirt/Polo)
$ 5.00
$
Line 1:
Line 2:
Line 3:
$
Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item)
$
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org
Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN (AMBL-AASLT)
Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:
Hoyt B. Moore, III, Treasurer
Phone: 858-274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
4126 Cole Way
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

Quartermaster Order Form
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

ZIP CODE:

CITY:
E-MAIL ADDRESS:

## a "member" is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2010 Membership Dues.
Each

Each

Pin: Currahee Shield Full-Size (1"x 1-1/4")

$6.00

$5.00

Pin: Currahee Shield Lapel (3/8"x 1/2")

$4.00

$3.00

Pin: Currahee Battle Flag (1-1/4"x 3/4")

$6.00

$5.00

506 Air Assault Badge (1-3/4"x 7/8") -- select finish:
[ ] Bright Silver [ ] Antique Silver

$6.00

$5.00

506 Parachutist Badge (1-1/2"x 1") -- select finish:
[ ] Bright Silver [ ] Antique Silver

$6.00

$5.00

506 Infantry Crossed Rifles (1-1/2"x 7/8")

$7.50

$6.00

Decal: CIB (3"x 1.5"- 3"x 2") -- select text:
[ ] no text [ ] WWII [ ] Vietnam [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan

$4.00

$3.00

Decal: CAB (3"x 1.5"- 3"x 2") -- select text:
[ ] no text [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan

$4.00

$3.00

Decal: CMB (3"x 2"- 3"x 2.375") -- select text:
[ ] no text [ ] WWII [ ] Vietnam [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan

$4.00

$3.00

Decal: Airborne Wings (3"x 1.75")

$4.00

$3.00

Decal -- select design:
[ ] Currahee Shield [ ] Para-Dice [ ] 101st Currahee

$6.00

$5.00

Decal: 506th Association (8"x 5" Static Cling)

$3.00

$2.00

Patch: 101st Currahee (3-7/8"x 3-7/8")

$12.00

$10.00

Patch -- select design:
[ ] Currahee Shield [ ] Para-Dice [ ] WWII Currahee Shield

$6.00

$5.00

Patch: Currahee Shield with Wings (4.25"x 2.25") -- select design:
[ ] Airborne Wings [ ] Air Assault Wings

$6.00

$5.00

Patch: 506th Infantry Regiment Flash (1.75"x 2.25")

$4.00

$3.00

506th Infantry Regiment Oval (2.25"x 1.375") -- select design:
[ ] 1st BN [ ] 2nd BN [ ] 3rd BN [ ] plain (no BN)

$4.00

$3.00

Neck Cooler (44")

$4.00

$2.50

506th Association Challenge Coin (1-1/2" diameter)

$10.00*

$8.00*

506th Infantry Knife (2-3/8")

$7.00*

$5.00*

Quantity

Item

TOTAL COST

(non-members) (members)##

$

Shipping @ $0.50 per item
*ADD $1.00 additional shipping for each COIN and KNIFE
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of
www.506infantry.org
Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN
(AMBL-AASLT)
Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:
Hoyt B. Moore, III,
Treasurer
Phone: 858-274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
4126 Cole Way
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

Quartermaster Order Form
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

CITY:
ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

## a "member" is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2010 Membership Dues.
Each
(non-members)

Each
(members)##

Gym/Duffel Bag (23.75"x 13"x 11.5")

$34.00**

$30.00**

Battle Flag Blanket Throw (5' 10" x 4' 6")

$60.00**

$50.00**

Zippo Lighter (Polished Chrome)

$23.00

$20.00

Zippo Lighter (Brushed Chrome)

$21.00

$18.00

FSB Map, I Corps, Vietnam (26.5"x 18")

$20.00

$15.00

Currahee Flag (single-sided; 3' x 5')

$40.00

$35.00

Currahee Battle Flag (double-sided; 3' x 5')

$50.00

$45.00

Currahee Battle Flag (single-sided; 3' x 5')

$40.00

$35.00

Ceramic Mug w/Currahee Shield (11-oz)

$7.00

$5.00

Pub Glass w/Currahee Shield (16-oz)

$11.00

$8.50

Book (WWII): Freedom Found

$12.00

$9.00

DVD (WWII): Quest for Freedom

$12.00

$10.00

506th Infantry Bracelet

$12.00

$10.00

License Plate: 506th Infantry

$12.00

$10.00

License Plate: Currahee Battle Flag

$12.00

$10.00

License Plate Frame: White w/Blue Letters

$7.00

$5.00

License Plate Frame: Black w/Gold Letters

$7.00

$5.00

Quantity

Item

TOTAL
COST
$

Embroidered front design codes for Towels and Bears:
(2) 4BCT ParaDice; (8) 506th Currahee; (13) Airborne Wings; (14) Air Assault Wings; (28) 101st Currahee;
(29) WWII CIB; (30) Vietnam CIB; (31) Iraq CIB; (32) Afghanistan CIB; (33) CIB; (34) CAB; (35) Iraq CAB;
(36) Afghanistan CAB; (37) CMB; (38) Vietnam CMB; (39) Iraq CMB; (40) Afghanistan CMB
BLACK

WHITE

Golf Towel (11"x 18") Circle the chosen embroidered front design code(s):
(2) (8) (13) (14) (28) (29) (30) (31) (32)
(33) (34) (35) (36) (37) (38) (39) (40)

BROWN

WHITE

$15.00

$12.00

Currahee Bear (10") Circle the chosen embroidered front design code(s):
(2) (8) (13) (14) (28) (29) (30) (31) (32)
(33) (34) (35) (36) (37) (38) (39) (40)

$30.00

Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item)

$25.00
$

**ADD $5.50 additional shipping for each GYM/DUFFEL BAG or BLANKET THROW
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of
Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN
AASLT)
Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:
Hoyt B.
Phone: 858-274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
4126 Cole Way
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery
San Diego,
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www.506infantry.org
INF REGT ASSN (AMBLMoore, III, Treasurer
CA 92117-1123
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506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association
(Airmobile - Air Assault)
We stand together - then, now and always
Web Site: www.506infantry.org
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117-1123

Association Officers / Board of Directors:

Committee Chairs and Reporters:

Chairman- MAJ John Thomas Duckett, III duckett@culver.org

Home Page Committee (Web Site) Chairman -

President - Donald Thies - jmmdthies@nconnect.net

Quartermaster:

Treasurer- Hoyt B. Moore, III (Bruce) TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
Secretary - Christopher Garrett - c-garrett@msn.com
Membership Director - Gene Overton - charlie35@si.rr.com
Directors:
Ronald Helwig - rlhelwig@verizon.net
Alfred (Fred) May - alfredmay@aol.com
John Lally - johnlally@comcast.net
CSM(R) Robert F. Gilbert - ppfcg@mchsi.com
Joseph E. Huesing - j.huesing@earthlink.net
COL(R) Bob Seitz - seitz_bob@bah.com

Michael C. Bookser (Mike) - mbookser@earthlink.net
Ronald Helwig (Ron) - rlhelwig@verizon.net
Newsletter Reporters:
1st Bn – Joseph Huesing - j.huesing@earthlink.net
2nd Bn – Donald Thies - jmmdthies@nconnect.net
3rd Bn – Jerry Gomes -azores46@verizon.net
Scholarship and Widows, Orphans & Wounded Soldiers
Committee Chairman and Active Duty Liaison
Alfred (Fred) May - alfredmay@aol.com
Newsletter Editor
John Lally - johnlally@comcast.net

28 - www.506infantry.org
Visit the Currahee website

