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- Commanding General

100lst Adrborne Divisicn (Adrmobdle)
ATT: G.3

Camp Eagle, EVN

'O San Franeisco 96383

1 In accordance with your unolassified msg 0601334, Hgq 101st Abn Div

AVDO-GC-H, dated 25 Juns 1969, subj: Sapper Attacks; the fo

After Action Report concérning the attack on FB Barohtesgadan; 1l Juna

1969 is herety submitted. | \

2+ The 3d Bde TiC CP displaced forward from Camp Evans to FB Berchtesgaden
(0L23012) on 26 4pril 1969, On the might of 13 June 69, the units

and defending FP Berchtesgaden were: OP 2-327 Inf, Ren 2-327
Ing, -) 2-327 w/one platoon B-2-327 Inf athe Bu1-506(~), 3d
ﬁ;r_; ?unﬂritr platoon, 3d Bde TAC CP, B-2-319 hrty (108), C-2-11 Arty

3« Intelligence:

as 2 Fire Support Bases in the area, FB Bradley and FB Airborne
had been hit by sappers. ' ' :

b. On 3 occasions recon parties of 2-3 ¥VA were observed cutside
the perimeter within 1 week of the attack,

e EBasic Defense Plan: y
as The static defense of FB Barchtesgeden consisted of the following:

(1) 4 defensive parimeter of twenty-nine bunkers, gach banker
construeted of PSP, heavy 8"x12" supporting timbers and at least three
_ayers of overhsad sandbag E;o'hantim. ALl bunkers had both internal
wire and radio neta to the CP. .

(2) Bsplaced cutside and in the perdmetsr wire were twenty-seven
drums of fougasse (55 gallon « In addition, mach tunker has the
means to detonate between ten (10) and fiftesn ‘-:iﬂ M-184 Claymore
mines as final protective fire in addition to organic weapons,
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(3) Veapons mplnrad in the mm

M~£0 Ty62mm MG and $0mm By M-79 grenade Llamncher,
ths length of the perimeter defense were at least two [2} bands of
triple concertina wire, and at the most likely averms of approach,
up to five (5) bands of wire.

(4) It is impossilile to determine the exact mumber of trip
flares employed during the merming hours of 1l June, let it suffice
to soy the entire perdimeter was ringed h:,r at least two interlocking belts
of trip flares, plus hundreds more spattered throughout the wire.

(5) Deily activitles conducted specifically to counter sapper
attacks.

(6) Internal wire barriers were csplaced nightly to confuse and
charmelize the enemy into prearranged ldlling zones.

5. Daily activitiss comducted specifically to cémmber sapper attack:

8. Up to seven times daily, squad size pat.mlu riffed from the
perimeter out to ranges of 1500 meters. A4t first light each day, a
chedk was made of all exterdor wire and likely avermes of approachs
Other patrrnlu secured the immedlate area to detect any new or umsual cnemy
activi These patrols also discouraged close, accurate observatdon

of the sbase. Flnally, just before dark a final check of the
perdmeter wire was unnﬂmt.e.d.

be Verificstion of cloge=in defensive fires was conducted nightly
at differing times so as not to egtablish a pattern. These ﬂu.t‘maiw
concentratisng were fixed by both 105mm howltzer from neighboring -
Firebases and 8lmm mortars from FB Barchtesgaden itself, In addition,
the Bl's conducted a nightly H&T program of some 100 rds of HE.

ce 'Had Himte" or employment of all organic weapons on the
perimeter for a short period of time was conducted at least twice
nightly at varying times. 411 wespons were directed into the wire
and o distance of some twenty meters beyond.

&, Narrative Description: HIII:E'I'.di See Incl 1.

On 1L June at 0330H, en mﬂrﬂ-&ppmafﬂﬂmd.ﬂﬂnmpﬂvnftmﬁﬂ
battolion, 6th Regiment initiated the sttack on FB Berchtesgaden using
EFG, S& fire, 02mm mortars and satchel charges, The sappers had
apparently conducted an extensive recomnaissance for several days prior
to the attack as once the wire had been penctrated they moved to
seeningly predesignated targets. The timing and weather conditions
wera utilized to full edventage as the enamy spent from early evening
+i11 after 0300, moving through the exterior wire, locating trip flares
and elther tying them down so ag not to ignite, or replacing the zafety
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both by the NVA and the very high gusty » dusk

until dewn, Significantly no actudl encmy movement was detacted
until the enemy attacked bunker 12 even though following the igniticn
of each trip flare, extensive reconn of the area using M=26
grenades and M=7% was conducted. "Mad Mimites" were conducted at
2200H and 030(H. At O3l5H, gpe OF of B-1-506 was notified by the Bde
Sety Platson Loader that there had béen several loud explosions in the
vicinity of munker 12, and tunker 13, He alst stated because commo
wire was now ouf, he was going o imvestigate. Shortly after this,
the field 150 for B-l-506 went ocdtside to relieve himself, While
outside, he noticed a figure approxdimatély three(3) feet away who
semnd to & ? from beyond the wire which was stretched atep & steep
slopos The 190 challenged the man, whoe was wearing a helmet without

3 liner and sppeared to be holding o bag, When asked his name,

the man roplied "Quan, Quan’ then sttempted to eitder detonste the
satchel charge he was carrylng, or throw a grenade, tut was instead
pushed back cver the slope on the top of three other sappers, crawling
up the hill, This separate pairty was then grenaded causing one of their
charges to detonate among them, PBetwesn OLOOE arnd OlSH, fiwve (5)
man sapper teams attacked FB Berchtesgadeon, using three {3] different
avermiea of approach, one from the NE, one iuhﬂ:-n bunker 12 nad been
aliminated, and finally from the south acrogs the VIF pad to the Bde TOC.
Bach fiwve man team consisted of three (3) AKX L7's with 100 rds of
amuurdtion each, two (2) RP3's with four (L) rds and satchel charges,
Ay type bunker or conex cortainer wes hit as a likely tarpet. 4t
approximately OL415H, the Bde TOC was hit by two (2) satchel charges,
causing some domage, and disrupting wire and radic commnications.

To cover the sapper attack and possibly to prevent the Bde portion .of
the hill from being reinforced, an intensive barrage of 82mm mortar
was directed at the 2-327 CF and bunker 1ine, This shelling lasted
until nﬁﬂ{&

ht OLOCH, upon determination thet an actual attack was under progress,
111lumination wag provided by 8lmm (organic) and 105m fm FB sirborne,
411 LF'g wers puﬁaﬂ behind the wire, and "Spocky” was requested,
arriving ot 050CH, ARA and AF FiC's were also employed, It is to be
noted that due to the precision of the enemy attack, all fighting
was done at very close range, in many instances hand-to-hand, A8
daylight approached, contaot was broken as the enemy pulled back
through the wire, leaving behird thirty-tirco {33) dosd and three (3)
Fi'ss From these oners it was determined thav approxdmately
ninety-six (96) NVA had teken part in the sttack and that that

their route of withdrawal was to be to the SW, US casualties were
eleven (11) killed and forty seven (L7) wounded,

At 0530H, modevac ships arrived on station and m orderly evacuation

of US wourded was begun, Concurrently, recon patrols began to check
tha perimeter to determine along which route the enamy had withdrawn,
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while a pursuit force 'wganﬁ.aad'”ﬁn pu.munl : troy the
enemy force. This action resulted in o e t%pi\ .
. V.. 'J IHFI ffa 1 Il'

- it=

it 0ShsH, FB Berchtesgaden began to systemstically

defenses, effect a resupply of ammo, and repeir damage sustainod
in the attack. By 0530H, activity had returned to normal level, and
the 3d Bde TiC CP contimued to control the day's offensive actions
againat the enemy. '

T+ Lesaons Leamed

n, Enemy Becon: From interrogation of POW's and captured document
readouts, it has been determined that prior to any sapper atback,
extensive recormaissance is performed in detail. #Any Firebase which
discovers evidence of greatly inereased enemy recon activity should
be alerted to the very real risk of sapper attack.

be ConcertinaiWire: Perimeter barrier wire should not only be
emplaced, bat at short intervals staked into the ground, Staking in
this manner makes it more difficult for the sapper to negotlate the
wire as it is stretched taught. The wire itself should be liberally
laced with empty cens end other noise makers for early warning. Once
established and emplaced; perimeter wire should be viewed and analyzed
from all points, especlally the outeide to determine geps and deadspaces
not covered by fire and concealed routes of approach.

ocs Cougeasse: Selacted fougasse, especially those aleng well
defined avenues of approach should be detoneted early, at the first
sign of sapper attack. This action ia especially effective against
gappers in the perimeter wire.

d, Internal wire and Barriers: Internal wire and extra barriers
should be placed throughout the interdor of the Firebase after dark
and taken wp prior to first light. The layout of this wire should be
different sach night so as not to establish a set pattern. The
benefit of internal wire is that it confuses the enemy as well as
channelizes him inte selectad killing zones, Sappers conduct such an
extensive recon and rehearsal for the sitack, that anything which
to them is abnormal greatly confuses and weckens thelr attack.

es "Mad Minutes": The total employment of all perimeter weapons
at rendom intervals during the hours of darkness 1s especially effective
ageinst sappers who are just begimnning to attompt the negotiation
of a Firegbase's perimeter wire, However, all defenders should recognise
that, altheugh the sapper is unexpectadly and suddenly Eﬁ“ﬁﬂ by fire,
this does not mean that he will always return fire, &t rehteggaden
it was determined after the attack that many of the 33 NVA KIL wore
fresh bendagea on wounds they had apparently susteined during the
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"mad mimts" Just pricr to the attack, At that wm ﬁ'ﬂ‘w&fﬁ

have been negotisting the outer wire, yet during and after the mad
mimute, thete whs no evidence of enemy activity, neither by cries from
the wounded, nor movement as they sttempted to find: protection from the
fire,

fo TOC Protection: Each sapper ottack has a primary target against
which a maxienm effort is exerted, In the case of FB Berchtesgaden it
wag the 3d Bde TAC CP, One of the main resaons the TAC CP was not
destroyed was the wise employment. of FFU screen around the TOC and two
guard posts, one at elther end of tha TOC itself, 360 degree RPO
screening serves a dual purpose; it protects the TOC againa‘b FPG rounds
by causing early detonation while also warding off satchel cherges.
The guard posts have the normal mission of preventing conpestion in
the T0C area by limiting access, and &s & finel defense while under
attacks

ge JTrip Flares: Trip flares are an invaluable means of early
warning. #&11 firebases should have several interlocldng belts -
camplotely around and in the outer perimetor wire., In additiom,
trip flares should be concentrated in a random sprinkling in such
naturel avermes of approach as ravines, woodlines, etc. The flares
should be employed in & variety of manners. Some should be armed with
presgure pull wire, and others with a pressure pull and pressure
release wirc, 4oy method of establishing ignition which will function
ghould be employed, so as to confuse the enemy.

he UCrcnades: A4t varying times during the hours of darkness, regolar
HiI action should be taken with the M=26 frag grenades. This™is the
best means of H&I since it does not pinpednt the exact locatien of
the defender, Jdditionally, tha use of frag grenades should be
sugmented with concussion grenades, sspecially in areas of considerable
deadfalls The protection from frag offered by deadfall is mullified
to & great extent by the blast effect of concussiocn grenades, thus
rendering them more effective in some instences.

i. OClaymore mines: Claymores used in a static defense role
should be utilized in the following manner:

(1) Interlocking belts of claymores should be placed both
in fromt and behind the outer wire;

(2) Claymores should be concentrated in natural defiles
to give 100% coverage of what would be normally a protective depression.

(3) Obwious static claymores should be affixed to prominent
objects such as stumps, so that the enemy maneuvers to avold these
obvions danpers by either bypassing or choosing another route. The
altemste and less cbvicus spproaches should then be covered by
concealed claymores, repositioned after darh:..
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(4) In the perimeter wire its aced

so that their range fans run parsllel to the wire sweeping the entire
perimeter front providing zero dead space and making the wire a
complete inmterlocking killing mnes ©

(5) Claymores should be mq:rloﬁg gither in trees or on
poles 350 degrees arcund the fircbase, se claymores, directed
dowmward provide added shock effect and are extremely demoralizing
to an attacker in retreat.

Je Bunkers: The familiar "wagon wheel" effect of one circular
line of mutually supperting bunkers is effective against sepper attack
only on perfectly flat terrain, Because of the varying degrees of
slope, &ll infantry leaders, must anal yze the terraln so that bunbers
afford muitual support. In the event one bunker is knocked out,
supporting fires from the rear or flanks can cover the ares,

Bmployed supplementary positiens snd rifle pits with comnecting
trenches should be fabricated begyeen bunkers.

k, Bunler Observation and Security: It is not sufficient for
bunker guards to obsérve only to their direet fromt. The threat of
sappor attack extends in all directions, 45 a result, chservation
mist be accomplished in all directions, s 1 alertness must be
maintained between the hours of O00CH = « 4t this time normally
S0 alert is sufficlent, but when intelligence dictates a sspper
attack is probable it is best to maintain 1008 d ert and meintain
3% alert for the hours between 0600H -~ 1200H, so the men can get
aomo sleap, . _

le HRehearsals: Both day and night rehearsals are required of alj
porsonnel in the Flrsbase 80 as to coordinate actions to be taken
during a sapper attack, Each man must have on assigned battle positiop
and kmow how to reach it wnder any and all conditions, Nighttime
rohoarsals are particularly important to familiarize persennel with
inherent problems of movement to and the loeation of battle positions,
These rehearsals should be thorough and incorporated inte o "mad
minute" 80 as to similaote reeddism, =

me Living Bunkers: Personnel with duty in the smme section should
be disporsed thmoughout several bunkers so as not to cause mass
camsl ties of key personmels The bunkers themselves should have either
blast proof doorways or have a rt:l.na‘% degres turn in Wmker entrances
to minimdse satchel charge demape, Someoone must be awake in each

bunker to insure prompt alerting of those sleeping and rapid movemsnt
to fighting pesitions.

n, CARE Package: “Counter-attack Reinforcing Essentials":
When a fire base is under sapper attack, the ground commander must
provide a fagt, correct assessment of the tactical situstion on
his fire base and request additional support as required, At the
first confimation of a sapper attack on o firebase, 4RA, TAC Air,

6
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Spooky and Flare Ships should come on station EllEanr‘l‘-ur
illumination within range must fire bottlafield illumination, The
following essontial support must be readied to react as soon as the
gituation allows: medevacs, a combat tracker team to exploit fresh
trails, an IFW tesm to interrvogate POW's and & fresh ready reaction
force to be airlifted to the scens to exploit intelligence gathored
and pursuo the enemy until he is destroyed, Above the RRF ghould be
a "pink teem" scoubting in advanece, Blecldrg forces must be manouvered
in advonce of the fleeing enemy to close oscape rowtes, When this
ig dongipa professional and timely, coordinated manner, there is no
escape ‘ur the sapper. 48 the pursuit is being carrded out, resuoply
ships must bring in ammo, barrier moterial, and class 1 to restore

the firgbase defemscs and defendeors t9 full combat effectiwvonoss,
431 this ds in the finest sense of the word, a "CARE' packape,

oe Sentry Dogs: Sentry dogs should be used to actively patrol
‘the tunker perimeter during the hours of darlness. The dogs are
ablo to dotect ememy presence by both airborne scent and their
accurate hearing, thus providing 2 measure of early warning not
gthorrise availabla,

Te ARA & Flare Shipt ARAL & Flare Ships may be used for devasting
HBalls wp to 50 meters of the porimeter when accurately eontrolled.

The. combination of 11lumination plus the JRA HE rockets provides

both peyohelogical and physieal domage t2 the sapper and his time
tabkle for attack,

FOR THE COMMANTER: Ty :
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Brigade Conmmder - 1 Copy

lst Bn 15 ¢t Bn 506th Infantry = 2 Copies
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