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Organization change and the 506th
John Lally, Chairman of the Board
A Co, 1-506—Vietnam 1970-71
Virtually since its inception at Camp Toccoa, Georgia, in
1942, the 506th has had to deal with organizational
changes and challenges.
Recognized for heroic and costly campaigning in World
War II and Vietnam, the 506th has periodically been par-

Brigade Deputy CO, LTC Lance Oskey leads the final Brigade Pass
in Review during the inactivation ceremony April 24.

tially or totally inactivated, reorganized, redirected and redesignated in peacetime budget reductions or changes in
military organization theory. For seventeen years, the 1st
Battalion "Air Assault" was reassigned to the 2nd Brigade,
2nd Infantry Division and stationed as the northernmost
deployed American unit in the Republic of Korea, just a
Continued on page 4

Join us in Branson!
Gene Overton, Jr., Chair of the Reunion Committee
C Co, 1-506—Vietnam 1969-70
On September 10 - 13, 2014 the 506th Association will
be holding its 2014 Currahee Reunion at the Radisson Hotel
Branson. We are hoping that the turnout will include a number of WWII veterans.
ALL 506th Currahee veterans, active duty soldiers of
the Regiment as well as their families and friends are invited
to attend. You do not need to be a Member of the Association to attend the Reunion or any other Association event.
Plans have been made for a buffet dinner on Thursday
September 11th and The Currahee
Memorial Dinner on Saturday September 13th.
In addition to the two dinners
mentioned above, there will be a
General Membership Meeting held
Saturday morning. Throughout the
reunion we will have an open Reunion Hospitality / Display Room
as well as a PX with many of the
Association's Quartermaster Items
available for sale. There will be
plenty of time available for getting
together with friends or for holding
small group events. There will also
be ample time to enjoy the many
Dale Dye, retired Marine,
military historian, consult- things available to do in Branson.
Branson has more than 100
ant and actor, will be keyamazing
shows and attractions to
note speaker at the Currachoose
from.
In addition to live
hee Memorial Dinner.
Story on page 8
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Words from our President...

Getting the good word out

Mike Metzger, President

John Lally, Chairman of the Board

The Association continues to be a vibrant
organization and, I believe, has made great
progress in the past two years. I have appreciated the opportunity given to me as President to participate in the development of
new systems and relationships designed to
provide a stable base for future growth in service to all Currahees from all eras.

This year marks the anniversary of several key events in
the history of the Currahees. Seventy years ago Currahee
paratroopers stepped into the darkness of the Normandy
skies on D-Day. This is also the 45th anniversary of the battles on and around Hamburger Hill in Vietnam. Ten years ago
the Currahees of the 2nd Infantry Division fought in Iraq,
bringing our heritage into the 21st Century. Each generation
adds to the luster of the Currahee image and strengthens the
ties among veterans of any war.
Perhaps this explains why a simple poster is becoming
so popular — a poster that originated with the battalion dinners at Fort Campbell during the Rendezvous this spring. We
presented special banners to each battalion and to the brigade HQ. The banners simply voiced three phrases rarely
heard by Vietnam vets until recently —Welcome Home, Well
Done and Thanks for your service.
This poster hasn’t exactly gone viral, to use an overworked contemporary phrase, but the response has been
and is gratifying. Our lofty goal was that no veteran—ever—
would return from overseas to the reception the warrior of
Korea and Vietnam faced. I returned to Minnesota and made
an extra one up for our local VFW hall. Since that time I’ve
had many requests for copies and have been printing them
on request and watched them as the show up in bars, gas
stations, city halls, schools, stores and offices. In its current
form, it looks like this:
The demand for it is
increasing, so to meet that
demand I’ve uploaded a
high-resolution .pdf file you
can take to a printer or
business store for a goodquality copy of the 18”x 24”
original. This file is being
put in the public domain
under the Creative Commons act. There is no
charge for use, but you
must agree to these terms
of use:
1. You may not copy
for sale or other
commercial use;
2. You may not use the poster in any manner that disparages veterans, active duty troops or out nation’s
military.
3. When using or transferring the file, be sure that
credit is given to the 506th Airborne Infantry Association as the source.

Great effort has been made during these years by many
Members to build on the established base to extend our
range and scope of services. The development of the Mentor program and the continuation of the visitation program
by Bob Seitz and his volunteers; the ongoing development of
relationships with those on active duty by John Lally, Gene
Overton and Fred May; and the planning of the upcoming
reunion by the committee including Gene Overton, Tom
Duckett, and Chris Garrett are just a few of the examples of
dedication to the Mission of the Association. Of course, I
would be negligent if I did not point out the strength of the
base that was established by the many years of extraordinary effort by our past Treasurer Hoyt “Bruce” Moore, III and
his wife Peggy. I and we all owe all of these volunteers a
vote of thanks for their commitment.
As you may know, I have been involved with the Association in several different roles since formation. While I have
enjoyed building and maintaining many great relationships
and helping where I could, I also recognize the need for new
ideas and involvement by others. Therefore, I am stepping
aside at the end of this term in the hopes that others will
bring their perspectives and energy to the building of a
broader base to carry the Association into the future.
I urge all of you to remember the service that the Currahees have given to the preservation of this great nation and
to help in whatever way you might be able to preserve the
memory of that service and to value the relationships built
in that service. Elsewhere in this issue you can read about
the opportunities presented to members to become active
on the Board of Directors and on our committees. Please
think of the good this organization does for veterans and
active duty soldiers and their families, and how you can
help.
Again, thank you for the opportunities you have provided
to me through the years and I look forward to a long and
continuing involvement with all of you.

One of our key strategies coming out of our planning
process was—and is—to develop new sources of revenue for
general operations. Because 100% of funds collected for
charitable funds is used for the designated purpose, administrative support costs for items like
Continued on p.14
postage, printing, technology and
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After our meeting with COL Keaveny we then quickly prepared to prove ourselves as CPT Olgesby, Charlie/Fox company commander, had accepted our challenge for a volleyball rematch. We let them make quick work of us the first
game to give them a feeling of over-confidence. The second
game we squeaked a win, not to break their pride. Third
game; well we won’t talk about what happened with that
one, just a little embarrassing. We had a wonderful time
with the young men of Charlie/Fox and can’t wait to regroup
for the next rematch.

Charlie brings it all together
C/2-506 INF Reunion Notes
Charlie Company 2/506th 1970-71 had our reunion
March 11th through March 16th 2014 at Ft Campbell. We
had 36 Charlie company 1970-71 veterans, many with wife
and family joining us.
Tuesday Early arrivals were greeted at the airport; many
spent some sightseeing time in Nashville before heading to
Ft Campbell for the evening.

That evening we held our Memorial Dinner with 36 veterans of Charlie Company 2/506th 1970-71. Counting the
wives, family and friends 62 were in attendance. We remembered the names of our brothers who didn’t return by
calling their names and ringing a bell of remembrance. We
then called the names of those who have passed since we
returned home. It is always sobering to remember those
Currahee brothers who did not return and those who since
have passed.

Wednesday We enjoyed greeting our brothers as they
arrived throughout the day. At 5:00 PM we attended the
battalion dinner for 2/506th with LTC Scott Kirkpatrick. With
a total 82 in attendance we enjoyed a great evening with
Battalion Commander Kirkpatrick. COL Bob Seitz introduced
attendees from each company in attendance and we enjoyed a wonderful meal. Afterwards LTC Kirkpatrick gave a
nice address thanking each for the fine representation and
support shown through the deployment. Charlie Company
made a presentation. Vic Rubidoux, Charlie Company 197071 (Elder in the Iowa Nation tribe) and Gary Pratt (Chief of
the Iowa Nation tribe) presented a Grateful Nation Blanket
containing battle streamers from WWII, Vietnam, Iraq and
Afghanistan, placing the blanket on LTC Kirkpatrick honoring
him for the great job done throughout the deployment. A
wonderful evening was enjoyed by all.

After our dinner we had an Eagle Feather ceremony for
two of the young troops of Charlie/Fox who have certification as Native American. Vic Rubidoux; elder of the Iowa
Nation Perkins OK, provided a ceremony to convey each
with an Eagle feather which is regarded as a special honor
among young Native American men who have served their
country honorably.
At the hospitality room located at the American Legion
hall, we had CPT Oglesby—-commander of Charlie/Fox Company—address the assembly of young and old Currahees
with over 80 present to enjoy the evening. Each evening we
supplied an open bar and held raffles; the older Currahees
contributed many of their tickets to the young Currahees in
attendance. We all had an amazing time Thursday and Friday evening getting to know so many of the young men of
Charlie/Fox. We are thankful to all who donated the amazing prizes for the raffles. THANK YOU!

Thursday We assembled for the DMOR and awards ceremony at the Brigade Headquarters. COL Val Keaveny began
the ceremony by presenting 2 awards to Charlie Company
2/506th 1970-71 members. Vic Rubidoux had earned and
had received orders for the Bronze Star with V device but
was never issued the actual medal. Upon verification, COL
Keaveny pinned the Bronze Star with V device for valor on
Victor Rubidoux for action in Vietnam. The second award
was awarded to Doug Kolm, also of Charlie Company 197071. It was the Purple Heart that he should have received for
wounds sustained in combat on July 27th 1971. (Accepted
by Tom Weides, Bob Lister and Gary Gilliam)

Charlie Company also did a program we called “Adopt a
Currahee” where we collected phone numbers, email and
then sponsored approximately 30 young troops a one- year
membership in the 506th Infantry Association. Everyone was
so anxious to do their part to encourage the young men.

The following Charlie Company 2nd 506th 1970-71 members received the DMOR designation: Steve Bago, Gerald
Cafferty, Glynn Hale, Bob Lister, Mike Womack, Jeff Wilcox
and Domenic Smigliani (awarded posthumously to his
nephew Marco Smigliani).

Charlie Company has been so blessed with so many who
have joined in the reunion through the years and we continue reach out to our brothers. Our next reunion will be
held in Washington DC in April 2015. Our memorial ceremony will be held at the Vietnam memorial.

We enjoyed a wonderful meal at the Dining Hall. After
lunch, members of Charlie Company met with COL Val
Keaveny, presenting him with a Grateful Nation blanket. Vic
Rubidoux and Chief Gary Pratt made the presentation and
placing the blanket on COL Keaveny in honor of the great
accomplishments by the Brigade Commander. COL Keaveny
thanked the members of Charlie Company for their service,
their support through the years of deployment, and their
commitment to preserving the legacy of the unit and to the
soldiers of the 506 Regiment.

Currahee,
Then, now and always
Gary Gilliam
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This is the bottom line: As of May 2014, the 1 st BN of
the 506th regiment is now part of the 1st Brigade Combat
Team of the 101st and the 2-506 is part of the 3rd BCT.
We were assured by Washington and by the division that
the action was taken not as any sort of punishment, but because of the confidence that the Currahees, essentially at
the top of their game, could successfully make the transition
and materially aid the receiving programs. This is borne out
by the new assignments for the 4th BCT leaders.

4th Brigade Inactivation (Continued from Page 1)

short distance from the DMZ. But in the summer of 2004,
the first and second battalions of the regiment were again
reunited as a regimental entity in the 4th Brigade Combat
Team (4BCT) back in the 101st Airborne Division with an “Air
Assault” designation. The Currahees were home againl
For the next decade, the unified regiment amassed an
abundance of honors for service in the most demanding
areas of the extended
Mideast wars. But once
again, the approach of
what passes for
“peacetime” brought reductions in budget to the
armed forces, and with it
grave concerns.
In 2014, budget reductions were mandated
and the Army responded
by deactivating 10 brigade
-level commands and reassigning the infantry battalions, armor and artillery
units comprising those
brigades to remaining existing brigades. The operational objective was to
create a “heavy” brigade
combat team structure by
adding one infantry battalion plus combat support
Veterans and former Currahees still on active duty returned to Fort Campbell to join COL and Mrs Val
troops to each of 10 briKeaveny on the stage as the Brigade passes by and into history.
gades and take the
budget cuts from an interWe talked with the Commanding General of the 101st
mediate level of military authority.
and
the commanders of the two receiving brigades, all of
This had the effect of dissolving an effective regimental
whom took pains to assure us that the regimental identity
organization after four very successful combat tours. In thewill be respected and preserved. The two Currahee battalory the result will be more efficient support services and
ion commanders also were adamant that they will work with
stronger, more self-sufficient BCT structure. The virtues of
the association to help maintain the bonds formed under
the plan and the need for change were lost, however, befire.
cause the decisions and announcement were not handled
Whatever their feelings, or the feelings of the large numwell. Veterans, active duty soldiers and their families, and
ber of vets, the men and women of the 4th BCT carried out
regimental advocates united to protest these developments,
the inactivation with aplomb. The ceremonies were imbued
but to no avail.
with a quiet competence and sharp execution just as you
The initial announcement, without detail, was anmight expect of Currahees. But when the regiment passed
nounced while the 4th BCT was in active combat in Afghaniin review for the last time, a lot of soldiers of all generations
stan. This was very demoralizing, an apparent repudiation
had moist eyes and sad hearts.
of the record and value of the component units of the 4BCT.
The transition itself has proceeded efficiently, but it hasIt was not made clear for many months that the infantry
n’t been all sweetness and light; traditional regimental rivalbattalions of the BCT would not be abolished, but reasries don’t magically disappear, and the resentment and jealsigned. This prolonged the adverse reaction.
ousy felt by the rest of the division after the 506th “went
Even after the decision was formalized, very little inforHollywood” with “Saving Private Ryan” and “Band of Brothmation was made public on a timely basis, exacerbating the
ers” continues more or less good-heartedly as Currahees
negative PR brought on by the decision.
melded with the Bastogne and Rakkasans once again.
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Although the two existing battalions of the 506th continue to be active in the 101st Airborne Division, the regimental identity is no longer intact. Officially the responsibility for
maintaining the regiment’s history, honors, artifacts and
identity rests with the First Battalion. It remains to be seen
what will happen to traditions like the Currahee Rendezvous
and regimental DMOR and HMOR honors.

Throughout, this has been a great bunch of officers,
NCOs and EM to work with. We thank them all for their
service and support, celebrate their successes and will
them the very best in the future.
The new organization
In the “Can’t tell the players without a program” category,
when the dust settles, this will be the chain of command for
the Currahees:

Where to find the Currahees now.
Visitors to Fort Campbell will need to reorient themselves
to find the two battalions of the 506th. The shuffling of units
to new locations began even before the inactivation ceremony made it official. Key changes are:
 1st Battalion joins the 1st Brigade Combat Team
(“Bastogne”) and its 1st and 2nd battalions of the 327th
Infantry Regiment. Battalion headquarters will be in Building
4025 on 55th Street.
 2nd Battalion will be part of the 3rd Brigade Combat
Team (“Rakkasans”) and the 1st and 3rd battalions of the
187th Infantry. Their headquarters will be located in Building 6845 on A Shau Valley Road.

101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIR ASSAULT)
Commanding Gen. -- Maj. Gen. Gary J. Volesky
Chief of Staff -- COL Val Keaveny, Jr.
CSM Alonzo Smith
1ST BCT “BASTOGNE” – 327TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
CO -- COL Rob Campbell
CSM — Bill Forro
1/506 Infantry “Red Currahee”
CO -- LTC David Waters
XO —- Major Rich Towner*
CSM — Alan Michaud

What happened to…?
All of us who have come to know, like and respect the brigade leadership have been concerned about the human impact of the inactivation. Some of the names that will be familiar to you:
 Brigade commander COL Val C. Keaveny has moved
up to assume the post of Chief of Staff for the 101st.
 His very able deputy commander, LTC Lance Oskey,
will be attending the Army War College in Carlisle, PA.
 LTC Joel Hamby, rear detachment commander, is retiring.
 MAJ Kamil Sztalkoper, the brigade’s Public Affairs Officer, worked closely with us. He now moves on to do
the same work with the Ranger School.
 LTC Greg Beaudoin, CO of 1-506, was a dynamic
leader and a strong supporter of veterans He will be
attending the War College.
 Greg’s S-3, Major Rich Towner, was also great to work
with. He remains as XO of 1st Battalion and will be our
principal liaison with the active duty.
 LTC Scott Kirkpatrick. 2-506 CO, was a recent addition
to the brigade. He will remain at the 2-506 command
and provide valuable continuity for the 506th.
 CPT Ben Scott of A Co, 1-506 will be the new CO of
HHC, 101sst Airborne Division.
 CPT Mike Finch of C Co, 1-506 moves across the fort
to take command of the Air Assault School.
 A new 1-506 commander, LTC David Waters, also
takes on the responsibility for maintaining the records,
artifacts and traditions of the 506th Regiment. For
more info on the new leadership see story on p. 17.

3RD BCT “RAKKASAN” – 187TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
CO -- COL J.B. Vowell
CSM — Walter A. Tagalicud
2/506 Infantry “White Currahee”
CO — LTC Scott Kirkpatrick
XO—MAJ Preston Jackson III*
CSM Noel Foster
* - denotes Active Duty Liaison with 506th Association
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2014 Currahee Reunion Schedule

Event menus

Gene Overton -- Reunion Committee Chair

506th Association Dinners

The “home” for the 506th Association Reunion’s formal
activities will be the Radisson Hotel Branson. As a reminder,
all 506th Currahee veterans, active duty soldiers of the Regiment as well as their families and friends are invited to attend. You do not need to be a Member of the Association to
attend the Reunion or any other Association event.

All American Cook Out Buffet Dinner Menu
Radisson Hotel Branson — Tablerock “B” Ballroom
Thursday, September 11, 2014
6 pm - 10 pm Country Red Bliss Potato Salad
BBQ Brisket
Grilled Hamburgers with ALL the Fixings
Corn on the Cob
Cole Slaw
Homemade Cobbler
Freshly Brewed Regular and Decaffeinated Coffee
Tea, Iced Tea or Water
Buffet Cost per Person: $25.00 inclusive (children-under-11 - $13.00) if payment is made by August 28, 2014;
After that date Cost is $30.00 per person. Children's price is
unchanged.

The anchors for the reunion are two big events. These
are the buffet dinner on Thursday September 11th and the
Currahee Memorial Dinner on Saturday September 13th. We
hope you will be able to attend both.
There is only one event limited to members, a General
Membership Meeting held Saturday morning. The two dinners and the open Reunion Hospitality / Display Room are
open to all, as is the PX that will have many of the Association's Quartermaster Items available for sale.
Friday has been kept open for small unit and independent activities. Shopping, golf and a pistol shoot are among
the impromptu activities that may be set up.
Branson has more than 100 amazing shows and attractions to choose from at all hours. In addition to live entertainment on over 40 stages, there is a theme park, a showboat,
zip line, scenic train ride, rainforest adventure, lake fishing,
WWII duck ride, museums and many other attractions. The
reunion page on the Currahee website at 506infantry.org
has links to many activities.
For those traveling by air, you should know that Branson
airport offers the flights of Frontier and Expressjet. Other
Branson-area airports include Springfield, MO, and the larger
airports at Kansas City and Tulsa.
A discounted hotel room rate of $89 per night plus tax)
has been arranged, saving you $20 per night . If you need
more room, a discounted hotel suite rate of $139.00 per
night plus tax is available, saving $50 a night. It is important
that you make sure to mention that you are reserving your
room under the block setup for the 506th Association. You
can make your hotel reservations by going to the hotel's
online website at www.radisson.com/506thair or calling the
hotel directly at 417 335-5767.

Currahee Memorial Dinner
Radisson Hotel Branson — Tablerock “A” Ballroom
Saturday, September 13, 2014
6 pm - 10 pm Dinner Menu
Bistro Salad
ENTREES
Beef Tenderloin Medallions
OR
Champagne Chicken
Entree will include
Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Key Largo Vegetable medley
Freshly Baked Rolls with Butter
Champagne Cake for Desserts
Freshly Brewed Regular and Decaffeinated Coffee, Tea,
Iced Tea or Water

Buffet Cost per Person: $35.00 inclusive (children-under-11 - $15.00) if payment is made by August 28, 2014;
After that date Cost is $40.00 per person. Children's price is
unchanged.
Notes:
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If requested, Vegetarian and Other Special Dietary
Needs can be arranged.
The 506th Hospitality/Display Room will be open after
the Dinner.

2014 Currahee Reunion Registration Form
September 10-13, 2014 – Radisson Hotel Branson, Branson, MO
NAME: __________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP CODE: ______________
HOME PHONE: __________________ eMAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________
NAME OF SPOUSE/GUEST(S) ATTENDING THE REUNION:

______________________________
$ PER
PERSON

$ PER
PERSON

(before 08/28/14)

(after 08/28/14)

# Adults ____

$15.00

$20.00

Registration Fee

# Children____
(under 11 )

$5.00

$5.00

Buffett Dinner (6pm-10pm; cash bar)

Adults # ____

REUNION ACTIVITY

If requested, vegetarian or special
dietary needs can be arranged.
Cocktail Hour (6pm-7pm; cash bar)
Memorial Dinner (7pm-9:30pm)
(SELECT YOUR ENTREES)
If requested, vegetarian or special
dietary needs can be arranged.

# OF PERSONS

$25.00/Adult

$30.00/Adult

Children # ____ $13.00/Child

$13.00/Child
(under 11)

(under 11)
Beef
# _____
Chicken
# _____
Child’s Meal # _____

$35.00/adult
$15.00/child
(under 11)

TOTAL

$

$

$40.00/adult
$15.00/child $
(under 11)

TOTAL AMOUNT
$
Payment can be made by credit card or make your check / money order payable to
The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association and mail this Registration Form and your payment to:
The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile - Air Assault)
950 Glenn Drive, Suite 150, Folsom, CA 95630 phone: (855) 506-0506 or email - hq@506infantry.org
REFUND POLICY: all cancellations and refund requests must be made via phone 800-506-0506
or eMail - hq@506infantry.org no later than August 28, 2014.

Payment Options (choose one below)
Check Enclosed - Check
AMEX Visa MasterCard Discover
Number
Card Number
CVC Number (Code on back of card)
Expiration Date
Card Billing Addres
Card City, State, Zip
Name on Card
Signature
7
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
$

About our dinner speaker

Biennial elections

Captain (R) Dale Dye, USMC

At the business meeting held at each Reunion, we must elect a
Board of Directors and Oficers for the next two years. Preceding
the meeting, the Chairman appointsfffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffb a Nominating Committee to recruit a slate of qualified new and
returning directors of the Association.

will be the guest speaker at the
506th Airborne Infantry Regiment
Association’s Currahee Memorial
Dinner on Saturday, September
13th.
Dale Dye is a highly respected
military history, weapons and
tactics expert; a published journalist and prolific novelist,
screenwriter, director and versaDale Dye in “Platoon” (above)
tile character actor and director.
and as COL Robert Sink in
He is a frequent speaker to busi- “Band Of Brothers” (below)
ness and civic groups on the application of military planning and
organizational leadership principles to other organizations. He is
widely known for his “boot camp”
program which helps prepare actors for credible performances as
soldiers in such movies as
“Platoon,” “Saving Private Ryan”
and the popular TV miniseries
“Band of Brothers.” In the latter series Dye also starred as
Colonel Robert Sink. Because of his association with that
project, he waived his usual speaking fee for this eve
A “mustang” who came up through the ranks, Dale Dye
enlisted in the Marine Corps in January 1964. He served in
Vietnam for nearly four years and 31 major combat operations. He emerged from Southeast Asia highly decorated
including several with Valor and three Purple Hearts for
wounds suffered in combat. He spent 13 years as an
enlisted Marine, rising to the rank of Master Sergeant before he was chosen to attend Officer Candidate School. He
was a Captain when he was sent to Beirut with the Multinational Peacekeeping Force in 1982-83. He served in a variety of assignments around the world and along the way
managed to graduate with a degree in English from the University of Maryland.

PLEASE NOTE: As of this writing, no candidates have emerged for
the important leadership offices of President and Treasurer. Suggestions and volunteers needed...contact anybody on the Board.
For the term of 2014 to 2016 the recommended slate is:
Officers
Chairman:
President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Directors

John O. Lally
Open
Open
COL(R) John J. (Joe) Johnson

Director: Eugene L. (Gene) Overton, Jr.
Director: Ronald L. (Ron) Helwig
Director: Alfred M. (Fred) May
Director: COL(R) Richard M. (Bob) Seitz
Director: CSM(R) Timothy D. Coop
Director: CSM(R) Charles W. (Fitz) Fitzpatrick
Director: Christopher D. (Chris) Garrett
(Names in boldface are new this term)
In accordance with the Bylaws, the above candidates will be
placed on the written ballot for the biannual meeting at Branson.
Members can vote for any, all or none of the recommended
names. Nominations of “write-in” candidates (including themselves) can be made by any Members in good standing meeting
the membership requirements.
Voting members can also assign their proxy to another voter. The
Proxy should be mailed to arrive by September 5, 2014. It should
be mailed to:
The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile – Air
Assault), Attn: 2014 Election, 950 Glenn Drive, Suite 150, Folsom,
CA 95630.
Nomination forms, proxies and our bylaws are available on our
website
Questions: contact Association Secretary, Joe Johnson

Events of interest to Currahees







·August 13-16, 2014 -- 101st Airborne Division Association 69th Annual Reunion, Grand Rapids, MI 2014 Amway Grand Plaza 187 Monroe Ave NW Grand Rapids, MI 49503
September 10-13, 2014 -- 506th Association 2014 Currahee Reunion in Branson, MO. Head -quarters: Radisson Hotel Branson,
October 3-5, 2014 —Currahee Military Weekend Toccoa, GA
October 8-11, 2014 -- 2014 FSB Ripcord Association Reunion in Myrtle Beach, SC: Reunion Headquarters:
Sands Ocean Club Resort. Additional information TBA
November 1st, 2014 — Hero and Remembrance Run – Fort Campbell, KY
July 17-19, 2015— Vietnam veterans from “Ass-kicking Alpha” (A Co. 1-506) in Broookfield, WI.
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Membership Chairman’s Report and Membership Analysis
Gene Overton, Membership Chair
C Co, 1-506, Vietnam, ’67-68
As of June 30, 2014, the total number of Members who have paid their 2014 Dues totaled 651 or 81% of our 800 goal
for the year. We're only 149 memberships shy of our goal; whether or not we reach it is solely up to you. Have you done all
you could to encourage a fellow Currahee who is not a member to join? If not, why not?
The Association has taken the step of expanding the composition of the Membership Committee by establishing Teams
whose recruitment focus of NEW Dues Paying Members is on all Eras of 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalion as well as the 4th BCT. So
far only two Teams have been established covering the 1st and 2nd Battalions. We are still seeking volunteers to step forward and enable us to form Team 3 which will focus on recruiting ALL Eras of 3rd
Battalion as well as from the 4th BCT Battalions (1/61st Cavalry; 4th, 320th Field
Artillery; 4th Brigade Special Troops Battalion; and 801st Brigade Support Battalion.)
Those interested in volunteering to join Team 3 or any of our Teams should contact
me; we can use all the help we can get. I can be reached at Charly35@aol.com or
(646) 232-6265.
The Association continues to increase the benefits and services our Members receive. In March, the Association started offering Members the 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association AchieveLinks Platinum Visa Card. As part of the AchieveLinks Program, the 506th AchieveLinks Visa Card will help you get more for your
everyday purchases you already make and will give you more Links Reward Points while providing financial benefits to the
506th Association. Sign up today at http://cardpartner.com/pro/app/506th to start earning your reward points!
Plus now, Members can access a new online Member Directory, which contains the Full Association Currahee Database. This
is a feature only available to Members and gives you the abilty to connect with those you served with; searches can be done by
Name, Company or Battalion served in or Era.

Membership Analysis by Era - June 30, 2014
Dues Paying
Roster
Members
Database

Percent

Full Members
World War II -Parachute Infantry (1942-45)
Camp Breckinridge/Fort Jackson - Basic Training (1948-56)
Fort Campbell - 1st Airborne Battle Group (1956-64)
Fort Campbell - Airborne Infantry (1964-67)
Vietnam - Airborne Infantry/Airmobile (1967-72)

16

127

13%

3

22

14%

53

282

19%

9

79

11%

389

2,744

14%

Fort Campbell - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1972-84)

24

135

17%

South Korea - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1987-2004)

25

549

4%

8

142

6%

93

1,055

9%

5

5

100%

26

220

12%

651

5,360

Iraq - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (2004-05)
4th Brigade Combat Team, 506th Air Assault (2004-14)
Fort Campbell - 1st & 2nd Battalion, Air Assault (2014-Present)
Associate Members
TOTAL MEMBERS

12.0%

All Currahees - if you have a change of address, telephone, email or other information PLEASE submit the change(s) so
the Association's database contains accurate information.
You can give a gift Membership to help get a current or veteran involved in the Currahee community or as a way of
thanking a Currahee for their service. Simply write GIFT on the Membership dues Form.
In closing, I would like thank all of our Members for their support of the Association and all Currahees.
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Currahee Charitable Funds

2.

Fred May, Charitable Funds Chair
A Co. 1-506—Vietnam 70-71
Tax-deductible gifts to the Association can be made to
one of several special funds. Every dollar contributed —
100% of the funding — goes for the stated purpose of the
fund.

Eligibility Requirements:
a.

The applicant or the applicant's parent,
grandparent, spouse, or sibling must have
served with the 506th Infantry.

b.

The applicant must be accepted at or already attending the Institution to which this
scholarship money will be sent.

CURRAHEE KIA MEMORIAL FUND
WIDOWS, ORPHANS, AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS FUND
1.

Purpose: To provide financial assistance, amenities
and mementos to living, current and former Currahees or family members of active-duty Currahees
killed, wounded, or missing in action. The current
balance is just over $73,000. This fund is expended
and replenished on a continuous basis.

2.

Eligibility Requirements:
a.

The recipient's parent, child or spouse must
have served with the 506th Infantry Regiment or a supporting unit as defined in the
Association by-laws.

b.

The recipient or recipient's parent, child or
spouse must be listed as killed in action,
missing in action or wounded in action.

c.

May take the form of living expenses, funeral expenses, handicap mitigation, travel
or hotel costs, babysitting costs and morale
items at the recommendation of the association representative (often on referral from
Active Duty leadership) and with board approval.

2.

Purpose: This Fund will be used to provide morale
boosting items such as Currahee Battle Flags, 506th
Association PX items, and other products that will be
purchased and sent to our troops in periods of conflict. The current balance is approximately $1600.
This fund is expended during deployments and rebuilt
between them.
Eligibility Requirements: Combat units stationed in
the conflict zone.

CURRAHEE SCHOLARSHIPS FUND
1.

Purpose: to cover perpetual maintenance and update costs for the monuments and site management of the Fort Campbell memorial, dedicated to
the memory of the more than 1400 soldiers of the
Regiment Killed in Action since the regiment was
founded in 1942. The Memorial includes seven
monuments, two large bronze sculptures, visitor
seating and a memorial plaza used for ceremonial
events. The names of all the war dead are engraved on the back of monuments dedicated to
each conflict. This fund is currently at about
$14,000, and is depleted and replenished on a continual basis to provide for engraving of new names
an perpetual maintenance on the site.

2.

Eligibility Requirements:
a.

May be used only for maintenance and
updating of the memorial, which was
erected at Fort Campbell in 2006 completely with contributed funds.

b.

The fund cannot be used to cover compensation, travel or personal expenses of volunteers helping to maintain the area.

FUND FOR OPERATING EXPENSES

CURRAHEE PACKAGES AND MORALE FUND
1.

1.

Purpose: to provide financial aid to students attending undergraduate or graduate programs at colleges
and universities in the United States of America. The
current balance is about $18,000; it is expended on
an ongoing basis and replenished by donor contributions.

1.

Purpose: to cover rising operating costs (e.g., postage, printing, data services and event expenses) for
Association activities and services, and for support
of charitable funds over and above the revenue
generated by our dues. This fund is depleted and
replenished on a continual basis.

2.

Eligibility Requirements:
a.

May be used only for purchase of association administrative and business-related
goods and services.

b.

The fund cannot be used to cover compensation, travel or personal expenses of officers, board members or other volunteers
serving the Association

Additional special purpose funds may be established for
specific events and purposes outside of this formal fund
structure.
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Association Financial Report
Kevin Kilkenny
Association Resource Center
As of May 31, 2014, year-to-date operating income of $21,500.97 and operating expenses of $15,473.01 for net operating income
of $6,027.96. Total funds in Association accounts included the following:
Bank of Sacramento – Checking

$12,363.32

Bank of Sacramento - Savings

$8,119.71

CalFirst – Money Market

$17,550.66

Quartermaster Items for Sale

$3,801.57

Bank of Sacramento pre-paid dues/newsletter/roster

$9,694.81

Bank of Sacramento – Savings – pre-paid dues/newsletter/roster

$7,001.51

CalFirst – Money Market – pre-paid dues

$3,008.73

Temporary Restricted Funds:
Scholarship Fund

$18,067.09

Currahee Packages/Morale Fund

$1,567.09

Currahee KIA Memorial

$14,475.93

WO&WS Fund

$73,243.95

Other Current Assets

$500.00

Total Assets 5/31/14

$169,395.29

The 5-year Membership Dues plan continues to be successful. As of May 31, 2014, the amount of prepaid dues was as follows:
2015 Dues-Paying Members =

351

$7,689.55

2016 Dues-Paying Members =

294

$6,723.35

2017 Dues-Paying Members =

153

$3,497.85

2018 Dues-Paying Members =

62

$1,424.85

2019 Dues-Paying Members =

2

$67.85

2020 Dues-Paying Members =

1

$23.00

2021 Dues-Paying Members =

1

$23.00

2022 Dues-Paying Members =

1

$23.00

2015 Printed Newsletter

10

$40.00

2016 Printed Newsletter

10

$40.00

2017 Printed Newsletter

9

$36.00

2018 Printed Newsletter

9

$36.00

2015 Printed Roster
2016 Printed Roster

6
6

$21.00
$21.00

2017 Printed Roster

4

$12.00

2018 Printed Roster

4

$12.00

TOTAL DEFERRED INCOME

$19,690.45

Thanks to all of you who responded to the various 2014 membership drives and to those who made additional donations for Association expenses; the Currahee KIA Memorial; the Scholarship Fund; the Currahee Packages/Morale Fund; and the Widows, Orphans, &
Wounded Soldiers Fund.
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By Robin Sink McClelland
Special WWII correspondent
Summer 2014

George L. Barton, III
I knew that in 1964 my father traveled to Virginia to be
remarried by a minister from the 506th PIR. After his death
in 1965, the event faded from memory. When I began to
publish the FIVE-O-SINK Newsletter, I wondered if Father
Mahoney had performed the ceremony. He did not.
Mystery solved! Recently I was informed that Rev. Barton
passed away last January at age 96. During WWII, Capt.
Barton had served in 506th HQ and Service Cos. After the
war, he remained in the Army and served with Col. Sink in
Korea. After 14 years, he left to become an Episcopal
Priest, spending many years as the minister at Woodberry
Forest Prep School in Virginia.
This news came from his son-in-law, Kent McCraney. He
wrote that after my father retired, Rev. Barton visited him in
Lexington, NC, and wondered if we had met (we hadn’t).
Kent and I confirmed dates and agree it is likely that Rev.
Barton performed the marriage ceremony at the Woodberry
Forest chapel.
Although George Barton received the FIVE-O-SINK Newsletter, we never made contact. I appreciate Kent’s sending
word about his passing and the key to a missing link. For
those who remember Rev. Barton, you may find his obituary
at: http://www.curriefuneralhome.net/book-ofmemories/1763438/Barton-III-George/obituary.php
As it turns out, Reverend Barton’s son served in Viet Nam
with the 101st and, upon arrival in Viet Nam, Kent McCraney
(LTC RET) was assigned to the 1st Brigade and then the
2nd/502nd Battalion of the 101st.
Jim Martin
Our own Jim Martin, G Co, became a familiar face worldwide during his jump into Normandy on June 5th. We saw
Jim on CBS news the evening before the jump. He looked
fit, sounded great, and was an exemplary spokesman for
the 101st and 506th. He was touted as the last original DDay paratrooper to jump over Normandy. The Dakota
landed safely, handed over a video to CBS and once again,
there was Jim on the evening news beaming with pride.
Jim participated in a video A Return to Normandy produced by the Army Media Service. It was aired on the Pentagon channel and may be viewed on Jim’s Facebook page.
Jim gives quite a colorful tribute to the rigorous training at
Camp Toccoa and how it paid off in combat.
WW II vets with connection to Afghanistan
A request to John Foley at the Pratt Museum relayed to
Fred May found its way to my desk. Maj. Stacy Hopwood,
with the 101st Public Affairs Office is looking for living WW II
veterans who jumped into Normandy on D-Day and may
have a relative, close friend, or neighbor who is a veteran of
the Afghanistan war.
Maj. Hopwood realizes this is “like finding a needle in a
haystack”, but you won’t know until you ask. For those of
you who did jump on D-Day and have a connection to Af-

ghanistan (great-grandchild?), you may
contact Maj. Hopwood at:
o: 270.798.3468, c: 256.424.5171,
stacy.m.hopwood.mil@mail.mil
E Kids Reunion
When Band of Brothers premiered in France, HBO transported E Company men and their families to the ceremonies. Family members made friends. Since 2001 the “E
Kids” have been instrumental in getting their fathers to
reunions. The gatherings continue even as the dads
“soar” (only about 11 remaining). In October the E Kids
plan to meet in Seattle. I look forward to attending the gathering.
Bob Plants’ Things
Kathryn Plants recently discovered a container – hidden
for years --with some of Bob Plants WWII uniforms - complete with ribbons. The container holds underwear, socks,
and fatigues. Before Kathryn contacted anyone about the
disposition or cleaning of this memorabilia, she wrote for
advice on what to do with Bob’s things. I suggested that
she contact her local historical museum or the Stephen’s
County Historical Museum in Toccoa to see about putting a
complete set of gear on display. She might frame the ribbons as a keepsake.
Unfortunately not everything found in the attic is of value
or even necessarily a collectible. And not everything donated will find its way to an exhibit. Finding the right home
to preserve a bit of history is a challenge.
FIVE-O-SINK Newsletter Envelopes
CPT John Palmer welcomed my offer to send the unit a
box of vintage newsletter envelopes. I put about 100 in the
mail and CPT Palmer said they went fast; everyone wanted
one. The envelopes are a wonderful keepsake of a bygone
era.
Inquiries
Catherine Hayes, whose father died in Afghanistan, wrote
to ask for help with an Oral History Report on the 506 th PIR.
I put her in touch with Ed Shames, E Co, for an interview.
Ed graciously accepts any request to aid young people in
their quest for knowledge.
William Coleman, Colonel, USAF (Ret) asked about Victor
A. Schroeder, his step-father for a time who died in
2008. I’m trying to find out more about his time with E.
Company, 506th P.I. R. during WW II. Once again, I resorted
to Ed Shames to fill in Col. Coleman.
I sure hope several WWII 506th PIR men are able to attend the reunion in Branson. I will meet Capt. Dale Dye in
person after over a decade of conversing by phone and
email. I’m sure he would love to hear some firsthand Col.
Bob stories.
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The Last Roll Call
Dale L. Bartells, II

A Co, 1st BN

WWII

1/9/2013

George L. Barton, III

HQ/SVC

WWII

1/3/2014

David J. Burke

C Co., 1st BN

VN

2/9/2014

William E. Crusan

A Co, 1st BN

WWII

5/3/2014

William J. Guarnere

E Co., 2nd BN

WWII

3/8/2014

Floyd E. Harrison

A Co., 1st BN

WWII

1/28/2013

Edward J. Heffron

E Co.,

WWII

12/1/2013

Kenneth G. Johnson

H Co. , 3rd BN

WWII

5/26/2014

John F. Jones

Co., 1st BN

WWII

1/16/2008

Benjamin E. Kinser

E Co.(Recon),1-506

VN

2/25/2011

Gamaniel Plaisir

A Co., 801st BSB

4th BC

3/8/2014

Floyd Wayne Smith

A Co., 1st BN

WWII

7/29/2013

Lawrence E. Stephens

Co., 1st BN

WWII

9/2/2013

Theodore Vetland

A Co., 1st BN

WWII

1/6/2014

2nd BN

Chairman of the Board (Continued from p. 2)
administrative support must be funded by dues and the
modest contributions we get for general expenses.
As a way of continuing to fund operations, we decided
that we not only had to cut costs, we also had to bring extra money into the organization to keep our services going
to vets and active duty soldiers. Raising dues enough to
cover inflation would have an adverse impact on membership. Taking money from the charitable funds was contrary to our collective values, and there is a limited market
for Currahee goods from our QM store. This left cookie
sales, robbing banks...and selling businesses and individuals on the ideal of being sponsors or advertisers.
Most of us on the Board of Directors have little experience with soliciting funds or selling ads, but fortunately
there are some of our fellow Currahees with a lot of successful experience and they shared their knowledge with
us. We have developed packages for sponsors and advertisers at three levels — $250, $500 and $1000 — involving
recognition and advertising in this newsletter, in our
monthly electronic updates and particularly on our website.
The program just started up but the results are modest, but encouraging. This is an area where all of you can
have a major impact on our future. Tell people at your
work place, your social organizations and elsewhere in
your community about our programs in support of America’s warriors, past and present. See if they have any interest in helping us accomplish our mission. You can refer
contacts to one of us on the Board, or we’ll send you materials about our programs and needs. If we’re successful,
more generations of Currahees will benefit...and you’ll
keep us from having to rob banks!

Halvor Lines—one of the premier trucking
firms in the USA and Canada, is looking for a
few good veterans to train as professional truck
drivers. We offer:
 First class training
 Modern equipment & top safety scores
 Nationwide and regional routes
 Excellent benefits
 Great work environment
To join our team, visit www.halvorlines.com
and find out what the future can be in a company rated one of the“Best Lines to Drive For” .

“Customer Committed...
Quality Driven”
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Currahee KIA Memorial Firmly in
Place in new location

Citations, and six Medals of Honor.
In amassing one of the most impressive combat records
in U.S. Army history, the Currahees also endured more than
1,400 soldiers killed in action - equivalent to two battalions whose names are engraved on the relocated monuments.

Reprinted with Permission from the Leaf-Chronicle
FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. -- When the 4th Brigade Combat
Team "Currahees" inactivated last month at Fort Campbell,
after the colors were furled there was still a big matter of
unfinished business.

Witnessing the rededication were members of two battalions of the 506th Infantry Regiment, the core of the Currahee name and legacy, who are now split between two of the
remaining three brigade combat teams of the 101st Airborne.

With the 2nd Brigade Combat Team taking over the
4th BCT "footprint," there was a need to find a new home for
the many monuments to the Currahee fallen that formerly
occupied the square behind 4th BCT headquarters.

Also witnessing the ceremony were Currahee veterans
who had come to take part in the historic moment.
Donald Thies of Slinger, Wisconsin, who fought with
Bravo Company 2-506 in Vietnam in 1970-1971, is one of the
unit veterans who always makes the
drive down to Fort Campbell for moments like these.

Together with the former 4th BCT commander, Col.
Val. C. Keaveny Jr., and the
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) command group headed
by Maj. Gen. James C. McConville, the relocation of an integral part of the Screaming Eagle
legacy was made a priority.
The move was accomplished and a beautiful new
memorial square was erected,
planting the Currahee "flag" permanently in the center of Fort
Campbell.

As president of the 506th Infantry
Regiment Association for four years,
he had a big part in erecting the
monuments at their former location.

While he was unhappy to see the
brigade inactivated and the monuments moved, in the end, he said,
"It's about the more than 1,400
names on those monuments and
about the young soldiers here carCol. Val C. Keaveny Jr., former commander of the 4th BCT,
CSM(Ret) Charles Fitzpatrick, Honorary Sgt. Maj. of the 506th rying on that legacy in their memInfantry Regiment, Lt. Col. David R. Waters, 1-506 comory."

On the afternoon of
Wednesday, May 21, in the midst
mander, and Lt. Col. Scott W. Kirkpatrick, 2-506 commander,
of the 'Week of the Eagles' cele- cut the ceremonial ribbon rededicating the Currahee Memorial That legacy is now permanently
affixed to the division, and at least
bration and just days before the at its new location on May 21st, at Fort Campbell, Ky.
the memory of the Currahees has
start of the Memorial Day weekfound
a
home,
whatever
happens
down the road.
end, the relocated monuments were rededicated in their
Philip Grey, 245-0719, Military affairs reporter
new home.
philipgrey@theleafchronicle.com

Said Keaveny in his remarks at the ceremony, "I can
think of no better spot than right between the division museum and the division headquarters.”
Combat partnership
The Currahees, as Keaveny noted, have been a nomadic regiment, activating and inactivating, and moving
from one post to another in the ebb and flow of Army requirements.

KIA
Mem

But amazingly, through all of that, whenever it came
time to fight, it was always with the 101st Airborne, starting
with the regiment's inception in 1942 and continuing the
pattern through every war involving the Screaming Eagles,
with the lone exception of Desert Storm in 1991.
"That's nine and one-half years in combat with our
great division," said Keaveny, "earning four Presidential Unit
Citations, two Valorous Unit Awards, five Meritorious Unit
15
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$4,000 in Scholarships awarded

The University of Missouri - Columbia where he is pursuing a
degree in marketing and is currently on the Dean's
list. Brendan is the grandson of Fred Strauser Jr.who served
with HHC, 2nd BN, 506th Infantry at Fort Campbell
Erika Shaw
The 506th Association Scholarship Committee selected
Erika Shaw of West Lafayette, Indiana as the winner of the
Marcia and John Lally Service Award for 2014.
Erika was born on March 15, 1996 at Home Hospital in
Lafayette Indiana. Her parents are Robert Troy and Brandi
Lynn Shaw and her great grandfather
Gilbert D Shaw served with the 101st
Airborne in the 506 PIR in HQ Company during World War II. Erika attended St. James Lutheran School
from Kindergarten through 8th grade.
She entered Harrison High School in
West Lafayette, Indiana in August of
2010. While in High School Erika
played volleyball, track, and participated in club gymnastics with DMG in
Lafayette. Erika also volunteered with
the American Red Cross and organized three blood drives at St James Lutheran church. In addition, she is a member of the National Honor Society. Erika
graduated in June of 2014 from Harrison High School with
an academic honors diploma and will be attending Wisconsin Lutheran College in Wauwatosa, WI where she received a
presidential scholarship and placement into the honors program. Erica plans to major in biology with a minor in Spanish. She will also be running cross country and track for
WLC. Erika plans to continue her education with the ultimate
goal of becoming a cardiothoracic surgeon.
Sydney Rosemore
The 506th Association Scholarship Committee selected
Sydney Rosemore of Adams, Tennessee as the winner of the
$1000 Currahee Award for 2014. Sydney was born in Fairbanks, Alaska. Being a part of a military family, she also resided in Louisiana for some time before settling in Tennessee where she has lived for almost ten years. Sydney was
very involved at Jo Byrns High School where she enjoyed
participating in many clubs and extracurricular activities. She was a member
of Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA),
Renaissance Club, was treasurer of
Family, Career, and Community Leaders
of America (FCCLA), vice-president of
Key Club, president of Sr. Beta, and
president of her senior class. Sydney
graduated with a 4.0 GPA and ranked
3rd out of a class of 83. Sydney participated in the Dual Enrollment program
that offers credit for both high school and college. In this
program she attended classes through Volstate Community
College and graduated high school with 24 hours of college
credit. This fall Sydney will enter Western Kentucky University as an advanced standing student with an academic
scholarship from WKU. Sydney is the daughter of Myron
Rosemore who served as First Sergeant of Charlie Company,
2nd Bn from 2004 to 2007.

Fred May, Scholarship Committtee Chair
A Co., 1-506—Vietnam 70-71
The Association started our College Scholarship Fund
nine years ago awarding one $500 scholarship. This year the
Scholarship Committee will be able to award four $1000
scholarships thanks, in part, to the generosity of Gene Overton, John Lally and Carol Sullivan. Gene, John and Carol have
agreed to fund named awards within our scholarship program. The 506th Association membership and friends of the
Association fund the fourth award. These are yearly awards.
There is an application process that runs from January 1st
until April 30th. The Scholarship Committee meets in late
May or June to pick the winners. Winners are usually announced in late June or July and scholarship checks are sent
to the institutions students are or will be attending in August.
If you are interested in funding a named scholarship
through the 506th Association Scholarship Program, please
send a letter of intent to the Scholarship Committee Chairman. If you would like make a tax-deductible gift to the scholarship fund you can do so online on our website or using the
Charitable contributions form in this newsletter
Four outstanding young people were chosen by the
Scholarship Committee to recelive scholarships for the 20142015 school year.
Mariah Hackett
The 506th Association Scholarship
Committee selected Mariah Hackett of
Clinton, Maryland as the winner of the
$1,000 Marilyn and Eugene Overton
Scholarship Award for 2014.
Mariah was born in Clinton, Maryland, but lived in Anne Arundel County,
Maryland until eighth grade when she
returned to Clinton. Mariah was valedictorian of Dr. Henry A. Wise Jr., High
School's 2013 graduating class. She
currently attends Salisbury State University and is on track to graduate with
a Bachelor's degree in Nursing Science in the spring of
2017. Mariah is the granddaughter of Lawrence (Larry) J.
Bowman who served in Charlie Company, 1st Bn, 1967 to
1968 and in Charlie Company 3rd Bn, 1968.
Brendan Strauser
The 506th Association Scholarship Committee selected Brendan
Strauser of St.Charles, MO as the
winner of the $1000 NAVILLUS Foundation Award for 2014.
Brendan was born in Morristown,
NJ. However, when he was 6 months
old, his parents moved to St, Charles,
MO to be close to their family. Brendan attended Francis Howell Central
High School in St Charles graduating
in 2013 with a weighted GPA of 4.33.
While at Howell, Brendan was a member of DECA, Secretary
of the National Honor Society and played on Howell's state
championship ice hockey team. Brendan is a sophomore at
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New leaders take over 1st Battalion, Regiment
With the inactivation of the 4th BCT, the leadership and staff functions of the 506th Infantry regiment were also abolished. According to Army regulations the commanding officer of the most senior
unit—First Battalion—has responsibility for Regimental records
and traditions.

Army Achievement Medal (w/4OLC), Afghanistan and Iraq
Campaign Medals, Kuwait Liberation Medals, Ranger Tab,
Combat Infantrymen’s Badge, Expert Infantrymen’s Badge,
Senior Parachutist Badge, Pathfinder Badge, and Air Assault Badge.
Lieutenant Colonel Waters is married to the former
Shelene Kankovsky of West Yellowstone, Montana. Their
daughter, Sophia, is six-years-old.
CSM ALAN MICHAUD

LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAVID R. WATERS
Lieutenant Colonel David R. Waters first entered the
Army as an enlisted man and served with the 101 st Airborne
Division during Operation Desert Storm. After receiving an
honorable discharge, he attended the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and received a Regular Army Commission in the Infantry from the “Fighting Illini” ROTC Battalion
in 1996. His first assignment was to South Korea, where he
served as a Mechanized Infantry Platoon Leader and then as
the Battalion Mortar Platoon Leader in 2-9 Infantry. From Korea, he was
selected to serve as a
Ranger Platoon Leader in
the 2nd Battalion, 75th
Ranger Regiment from
1998 to 2000.
Upon completion of
the Infantry Officer’s Advanced Course, he was
assigned to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and
served from 2001 to
2004 as the Battalion
Logistics Officer, then
Company Commander of Alpha Company, 3-327 Infantry,
and later as the Division Pathfinder Company Commander.
He led both companies during combat operations in Iraq.
In 2005, Lieutenant Colonel Waters earned a Master of
Public Administration from Harvard University before teaching as an Assistant Professor at the United States Military
Academy. After his assignment at West Point, he attended
the School of Advanced Military Studies at the Army’s Command and General Staff College. In 2010, he deployed to
Afghanistan to serve as a Maneuver Planner for Regional
Command East in the ISAF Joint Command.
After returning from Afghanistan in 2011, he served as
the Battalion Executive Officer of 1-22 Infantry and then as
the Deputy Commanding Officer of the 1st Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division at Fort Carson, CO. Prior to this
return to the 101st Airborne Division, Lieutenant Colonel Waters was Professor of Military Science at Washington University in Saint Louis.
Among his awards and decorations are the Bronze Star
Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (w/4OLC), Army Commendation Medal (w/4OLC),

Command Sergeant Major Michaud entered the
Army on the 28th of August 1989 from Circle Pines, Minnesota. He attended One Station Unit Training at Fort Benning, Georgia, to receive training as an Infantryman. After
completion of OSUT, he
attended and graduated
from Airborne School
and the 75th Ranger
Regiment Indoctrination
Program. He was subsequently assigned to Alpha Company, 1st
Ranger Battalion, 75th
Ranger Regiment as an
assistant machine gunner and subsequently
served in every leadership position there from
Team Leader to 1SG.
His other assignments include Joint Personnel Recovery
Agency, Virginia, 1SG, 75th Ranger Regiment Operations
Company, Operations Sergeant Major, 3rd Ranger Battalion, and Regimental Operations Sergeant Major, 75th
Ranger Regiment. He has deployed in support Operation
Desert Storm, Operation Uphold Democracy in the Republic
of Haiti, and has deployed a combined 10 times to Iraq and
Afghanistan in support of the Global War on Terrorism. He
was most recently assigned as the Battalion Command
Sergeant Major for 2nd Battalion 4th Infantry Regiment,
4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division.
His military education include Ranger, Airborne,
Jumpmaster, all levels of NCOES, Special Operations Training Course, Army SERE, Navy SERE, Navy Cold Weather
Survival, Department of Defense’s Advanced Survival and
Evasion Course, and the U.S. Army Mountain Warfare Summer and Winter Mountaineering Courses. He has been
awarded the Combat and Expert Infantryman’s Badges,
Ranger Tab, Master Parachutists Badge, and numerous
other awards and decorations.
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Honoring a fallen comrade

QM Store...back on line!

Lora Gassett, Robert Sink Memorial Library

After what seems like forever, the Currahee Quartermaster store is up and running again. The old QM function
was a manpower-intensive operation with limited offerings
and big problems with inventory, so we went looking for a
different business model that would take advantage of the
electronic commerce power of our new website, with a huge
selection of Currahee-related goods of all sorts.
In fact, there is so much available that we effectively
have two separate stores. The Quartermaster Store is internal and will continue to offer specialized Currahee “hard
goods” like engraved or cast items which have to be purchased and inventoried – things like lapel pins, badges,
lighters and so forth. This will work through our website as
before, but will be simpler and easier to use and pay. We
will also do custom group items like reunion tee shirts.
The Currahee PX is a virtual supermarket of clothing
and accessories with a mix of programmed Currahee embroidered logos and customized text. Some of this was
available on the old website, but now you will have a nearly
unlimited choice of styles, fabrics, sizes and colors, from
brands like Nike, Eddie Bauer and Port Authority.
This is a huge step forward in capabilities, made possible by technologies like “just in time” production and
“integrated virtual catalogs” that were simply not available
on our old website. To help us manage this, we’ve engaged
a company called American Solutions for Business, a leading distributor of print, promotional products, apparel, office
supplies, eCommerce and marketing solutions. Their specialty is to provide solutions that streamline business processes, enhance productivity and increase creativity while
reducing client costs. With over 7,000 suppliers and 800
sales associates and support staff, American is our connection to a solid network of people and possibilities
Access to both stores will be from the QM icon on our
home page and major division pages, or directly by entering
the URL. These stores will be open to both members and
the general public.
We hope you will be pleased with the wide array of
choices and the ease of shopping and paying. It took us
longer than we hoped to get here, but we think you will find
the wait worthwhile.

I recently attended a D-Day event at the Pratt Museum. While there I met a young captain; CPT Walt
Gradzik, Baker Co 1/506, the company commander. He
was dressed quite sharply in a WWII period uniform.
I first noticed him when I saw he had the Spade on his
helmet. I wanted to take a few pics but he and a small
group of men began walking away from the event; walking
towards the Currahee Memorial. I followed, believing at
the moment, what a prize of a photo I would have: a soldier
in a 506th period uniform at the Currahee Memorial. How
selfish I would feel later. Unbeknownst to me the young
men were undertaking a very solemn task: to honor a
fallen comrade, SGT Garver, by laying a wreath at the Currahee Memorial. Specifically the Afghanistan marker. SGT
Garver was lost in Zurmat as I'm sure you are all aware.
When I realized why they had walked to the monument I
suddenly felt the interloper and stopped where I was and
tried to fade into the background. But I could not pull my

CPT Gradzik (center) with SPCs Seignious, Laccy, Edge and
Blair at the Currrahee KIA Memorial

eyes away. Watching them, seeing the captain in period
uniform, they seemed frozen in time.
The men spoke softly, smiling. I heard someone laugh
aloud. Then CPT Gradzik said something to them, they
kneeled and bowed their heads. One by one they stood;
seeming to say their own words before standing. They
again spoke to one another but this time not so softly or
hushed. Within minutes they were walking in my direction. I stepped away from the mediation bench and approached CPT Gradzik. I introduced myself and my assistant, Larissa. I did not know how to begin and simply
blurted out if they would mind a few photos taken. The
young men were gracious and put their arms around each
other, as I'm sure they had done many times before, and
smiled. They joked with one another about who was better
looking. All I could see was Currahee soldiers giving me 5
minutes of their time and I was humbled.
I watched them walk back to the museum, laughing,
cajoling. They returned home without the life of one of
their own. But they did not mourn his absence. They celebrated his presence which still lives in them. Currahee!

Quartermaster Notes: Invitation to a
Currahee Fire Sale
Ron Helwig, Association QM
B Co, 1st Airborne Group, ‘60-62
To help us reduce our costly back inventory and make
way for the new online store, we are having a “fire sale” of
odds and ends in our stock of goods. Please check out the
items on the form on the next page. If you are looking for
something special, or for custom personalization, call me at
the number listed.
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