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Organization change and the 506th 
John Lally, Chairman of the Board 

A Co, 1-506ñVietnam 1970-71 

RememberñThe 506th Association is a 501(c)(19) War Veterans Organization,  

a non-profit charitable organization.  All gifts are fully deductible.  
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Join us in Branson! 
Gene Overton, Jr., Chair  of the Reunion Committee 

C Co, 1-506ñVietnam 1969-70 
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Virtually since its inception at Camp Toccoa, Georgia, in 

1942, the 506 th has had to deal with organizational 

changes and challenges. 

Recognized for heroic and costly campaigning in World 

War II and Vietnam, the 506th has periodically been par-

tially or totally inactivated, reorganized, redirected and re-

designated in peacetime budget reductions or changes in 

military organization theory. For seventeen years, the 1st 

Battalion "Air Assault" was reassigned to the 2nd Brigade, 

2nd Infantry Division and stationed as the northernmost 

deployed American unit in the Republic of Korea, just a 

On September 10 - 13, 2014 the 506th Association will 

be holding its 2014 Currahee Reunion at the Radisson Hotel 

Branson.  We are hoping that the turnout will include a num-

ber of WWII veterans. 

ALL 506th Currahee veterans, active duty soldiers of 

the Regiment as well as their families and friends are invited 

to attend. You do not need to be a Member of the Associa-

tion to attend the Reunion or any other Association event. 

Plans have been made for a buffet dinner on Thursday 

September 11th and The Currahee 

Memorial Dinner on Saturday Sep-

tember 13th. 

 In addition to the two dinners 

mentioned above, there will be a 

General Membership Meeting held 

Saturday morning. Throughout the 

reunion we will have an open Re-

union Hospitality / Display Room 

as well as a PX with many of the 

Association's Quartermaster Items 

available for sale. There will be 

plenty of time available for getting 

together with friends or for holding 

small group events. There will also 

be ample time to enjoy the many 

things available to do in Branson. 

 Branson has more than 100 

amazing shows and attractions to 

choose from. In addition to live 

Brigade Deputy CO, LTC Lance Oskey leads the final Brigade Pass 

in Review during the inactivation ceremony April 24. 

Dale Dye, retired Marine, 

military historian, consult-

ant and actor, will be key-

note speaker at the Curra-

hee Memorial Dinner. 

Story on page 8 
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This year marks the anniversary of several key events in 

the history of the Currahees.  Seventy years ago Currahee 

paratroopers stepped into the darkness of the Normandy 

skies on D-Day. This is also the 45th anniversary of the bat-

tles on and around Hamburger Hill in Vietnam.  Ten years ago 

the Currahees of the 2nd Infantry Division fought in Iraq, 

bringing our heritage into the 21st Century.  Each generation 

adds to the luster of the Currahee image and strengthens the 

ties among veterans of any war. 

Perhaps this explains why a simple poster is becoming 

so popular ñ a poster that originated with the battalion din-

ners at Fort Campbell during the Rendezvous this spring. We 

presented special banners to each battalion and to the bri-

gade HQ.  The banners simply voiced three phrases rarely 

heard by Vietnam vets until recently ñWelcome Home,  Well 

Done and Thanks for your service.   

This poster hasnõt exactly gone viral, to use an over-

worked contemporary phrase, but the response has been 

and is gratifying.  Our lofty goal was that no veteranñeverñ 

would return from overseas to the reception the warrior of 

Korea and Vietnam faced. I returned to Minnesota and made 

an extra one up for our local VFW hall. Since that time Iõve 

had many requests for copies and have been printing them 

on request and watched them as the show up in bars, gas 

stations, city halls, schools, stores and offices. In its current 

form, it looks like this: 

   The demand for it is 

increasing, so to meet that 

demand Iõve uploaded a 

high-resolution .pdf file you 

can take to a printer or 

business store for a good-

quality copy of the 18óx 24ó 

original.  This file is being 

put in the public domain 

under the Creative Com-

mons act.  There is no 

charge for use, but  you 

must agree to these terms 

of use: 

1. You may not copy 

for sale or other 

commercial use; 

2. You may not use the poster in any manner that dis-

parages veterans, active duty troops or out nationõs 

military. 

3. When using or transferring the file, be sure that 

credit is given to the 506th Airborne Infantry Asso-

ciation as the source.    

                                                            

One of our key strategies coming out of our planning 

process wasñand isñto develop new sources of revenue for 

general operations. Because 100% of funds collected for 

charitable funds is used for the designated purpose, adminis-

trative support costs  for items like 

postage, printing, technology and 

Words from our President... 
Mike Metzger, President 

 

The Association continues to be a vibrant 

organization and, I believe, has made great 

progress in the past two years.  I have appre-

ciated the opportunity given to me as Presi-

dent to participate in the development of 

new systems and relationships designed to 

provide a stable base for future growth in service to all Cur-

rahees from all eras. 

Great effort has been made during these years by many 

Members to build on the established base to extend our 

range and scope of services.  The development of the Men-

tor program and the continuation of the visitation program 

by Bob Seitz and his volunteers; the ongoing development of 

relationships with those on active duty by John Lally, Gene 

Overton and Fred May; and the planning of the upcoming 

reunion by the committee including Gene Overton, Tom 

Duckett, and Chris Garrett are just a few of the examples of 

dedication to the Mission of the Association.  Of course, I 

would be negligent if I did not point out the strength of the 

base that was established by the many years of extraordi-

nary effort by our past Treasurer Hoyt òBruceó Moore, III and 

his wife Peggy.  I and we all owe all of these volunteers a 

vote of thanks for their commitment. 

As you may know, I have been involved with the Associa-

tion in several different roles since formation.  While I have 

enjoyed building and maintaining many great relationships 

and helping where I could, I also recognize the need for new 

ideas and involvement by others.  Therefore, I am stepping 

aside at the end of this term in the hopes that others will 

bring their perspectives and energy to the building of a 

broader base to carry the Association into the future. 

I urge all of you to remember the service that the Curra-

hees have given to the preservation of this great nation and 

to help in whatever way you might be able to preserve the 

memory of that service and to value the relationships built 

in that service.  Elsewhere in this issue you can read about 

the opportunities presented to members to become active 

on the Board of Directors and on our committees.  Please 

think of the good this organization does for veterans and 

active duty soldiers and their families, and how you can 

help. 

Again, thank you for the opportunities you have provided 

to me through the years and I look forward to a long and 

continuing involvement with all of you. 

CURRAHEE! 

Mike 

Getting the good word out  
John Lally, Chairman of the Board 
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