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Hill 996, A Shau Valley, July 10, 1969
1st Lt. Leonard “Len“ Griffin 2/319th Artillery, 101st Airborne Division
Forward Observer to D Company, 1/506th, Vietnam 1969
On July 11, 1969, on a nondescript mountain top
numbered 996 near Hamburger Hill in the A Shau Valley
of Vietnam, the 1/506th Infantry and other units engaged a
larger NVA force. The day before, the forward observer
for D 1/506th was injured jumping out of a helicopter on
the air assault. I was called and told to replace him and
that is how I got involved with the men of the 506th and
Hill 996. By the end of the day on the 11th, 20 Americans
had been killed and 26 wounded. Eight Silver Stars were
awarded to the men and one Medal of Honor to SPC.
Gordon Roberts who survived the war. SPC Gordon is
now COL. Gordon Roberts and was recently deployed to
Kuwait for his second tour.
Hill 996 was never made public mainly because
of the adverse attention of the earlier publicized fight on
Hamburger Hill. Sgt. Gregory John D. Denton who sur‐

vived Hill 996 told our medic Rick “Doc” Daniels, ʺNo
one will ever know what happened here.ʺ Seventeen
days later Sgt Denton died in a mortar attack. I swore, if I
could, I would take up Sgt. Denton’s challenge and tell
the story. When I decided to face my demons of Viet‐
nam, I had to face Hill 996. Thanks to enormous support
of those who were there with me, I made it.
I felt the men who didn’t walk off the Hill should
be remembered and honored to some degree. Living
near Toccoa, Georgia, the Mecca of the 101st Airborne
Division’s 506th Infantry, I decided to climb Currahee
Mountain and make a statement in their memory.
Through e‐mails and Facebook I announced what I was
going to do. Twelve men and women joined me on Cur‐
rahee Mountain and we placed a small cross next to the
benchmark. As each name was read, a dog tag bearing
(Continued on Page 3)

2010 Currahee Reunion—After-Action Report
Gene Overton — Board of Directors and Membership Chair
C Co, 1/506 ‐ Vietnam 1967‐68
World War II ‐ 1942 / 1945
Camp Breckinridge, KY ‐ 1948 / 1953
1st Airborne Battle Group ‐ 1956 / 1964
ABN Infantry‐FT Campbell, KY ‐ 1964 / 1967
Airborne / Airmobile ‐ Vietnam ‐ 1967 / 1971
1st Battalion
31
2nd Battalion
43
3rd Battalion
8
Vietnam Total

The 6th Reunion and General Mem‐
bership Meeting of the 506th Airborne
Infantry Regiment Association
(Airmobile ‐ Air Assault) was held at
the Four Points by Sheraton Hotel in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania from
Wednesday July 28th through Satur‐
day July 31,2010.
This was a very successful reunion
— the largest ever held by the Associa‐
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Message from the President . . .

. . . and the Currahee Commander

Donald E. Thies, Association President
B Company, 2/506th – Vietnam 1970‐71

COL Sean Jenkins, Commanding Officer
4th Brigade Combat Team (Currahee), 101st ABN (AASLT)

As we usher in the 2011 New Year, let us give thanks
and remember all those who have given so much and
sacrificed so much for all of us. The 506th Airborne In‐
fantry Regiment Association officers, Board of Directors
and a host of volunteers continued our close support
though out the entire year.
Many events marked 2010. The men and women of
the 4th Brigade Combat Team are deployed to Afghani‐
stan. Our thoughts and prayers go out to them and their
families during this difficult time. To the soldiers and
families of those injured or who have given their life de‐
fending our freedom: your son or daughter will never be
forgotten .They will live in our hearts and minds forever.
The colors were cased on July 27th and I had the ex‐
treme honor of being asked by CSM Tim Coop to handle
the issuing of our Currahee battle flags to the 36 units
making up the 4th BCT. With help from many veterans
from the 506th Association and 101st Airborne Division
Association, we accomplished our mission. Thank you to
everyone who helped that day!
We also had another Distinguished Member of the
Regiment (DMOR) recognition ceremony on the 27th in
the afternoon. A group of very deserving veterans, sol‐
diers and individuals were dually recognized. Congratu‐
lations to everyone.
Later on that week we held our 2010 reunion in Har‐
risburg, PA. Everything went according to plan and eve‐
ryone had a good experience. A color guard from the 4th
brigade 506th Infantry Air assault performed flawlessly.
Our guest speaker COL Thomas Vail (former Currahee 6)
gave an excellent speech to all.
We also received a large private donation for the
“Currahee KIA Memorial” honoring those who had sacri‐
ficed all in WWII, Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan. We
will finally have the names inscribed for all eras. Thank
you so very much to that anonymous donor.
I received an email from Lee Bowden in England.
Their annual “Prop Blast Dinner” at the Crown Pub that
was Easy Company’s CP in WWII took place. A link to
their site has been established on our website but in case
you cannot find it try entering the website,
www.faaa.me.uk/FAAA/2015th/20anniversary/dinner.htm.
Talk about history of the 506th and some 60 plus years

To our Veterans, 506th Association
brothers, Task Force Currahee Sol‐
diers, Family and Friends,
I am proud and honored to lead
these brave men and women into
our fourth month of combat opera‐
tions here in the Paktika province,
Afghanistan. Their commitment to
the mission at hand, the people of
this province and to our brothers
COL Sean Jenkins
and sisters in arms have done our unit
justice. As we move forward daily, we never forget our
mission here, our Families at home and those brave men
and women who have come before us. Every forward
operating base and combat outpost I visit illustrates to me
the true dedication and professionalism of the Currahees.
Their commitment, passion and heroism demonstrated
with the highest standards in every mission and in every
patrol, are a personal inspiration.
Because of their actions and efforts, the people of Pak‐
tika province and the local Afghan government have
made extraordinary progress. Their compassion for the
people has created bonds that continue to grow every
day. The partnered development projects in this area
have already begun to improve the way of life for the Af‐
ghan people while also bolstering the economic facet of
the province.
Currahees have begun construction on multiple
women’s health clinics. We have also established a mid‐
wife training program, developed a public library, and
worked with the local population to create employment,
educate farmers and construct better roads. Currahees
are currently assessing the local schools in the Paktika
province. When completed we will aid, as a joint effort, in
addressing the educational needs to ensure the local chil‐
dren will be provided every educational opportunity.
Many of our civilian teammates from DoD, USDA and
USAID have begun great projects for this province and
with the Currahees aid, they will be able to complete
bridges, roads, buildings and agricultural projects.
Shoulder‐to‐shoulder with the Afghan National
Army Soldiers, Currahees conduct combined patrols, mis‐
sions and operations in order to legitimize the Govern‐

Continued on p. 27

Continued on p. 27

REMINDER to current and new members:
January is the time to pay your dues and renew your membership. Don’t miss out on any of the news and services offered by the
506th Association. There are a variety of membership options available to you...check out the forms on pages 16 and 17.
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A Shau Valley

“Currahee Congressman” Allen Boyd
Chosen as DMOR

(Continued from Page 1)

that person’s name was placed on the cross. Veterans of
Hill 996 who could not attend had prayers and messages
read for them.

Chris Garrett, Secretary
B/E Co. 2/506—Vietnam 1970‐71

After rendering
the final salute, a repre‐
sentative from the Toc‐
coa Museum asked for
the cross and dog tags
so it could be placed in
the Currahee Military
Museum. Today it re‐
sides there as a perma‐
nent salute to those who
died that day on Hill
996. Forever the hill will Len Griffin with the cross at the
Currahee museum at Toccoa.
be remembered at the
Currahee Museum.

On September 30, 2010 Bob Seitz (Honorary COL of
the regiment), Ben Peters, and Chris Garrett met at the
Longworth Bldg in Washington DC where Allen Boyd,
Congressman from FL, has an office. We were there to
present Allen Boyd with the Distinguished member of the
Regiment award. MGEN James McConville, Army Chief
of Legislative Liaison and former Deputy Commander of
the 101st, joined us and we dined in the Congressional
dining hall before the DMOR Presentation.
Congressman Boyd was a 1LT in 1970‐1971 with B Co
2/506 and led an infantry platoon during the Lam Son 719
campaign. He received the Bronze Star, Vietnam Service
Medal, and CIB,
as well as addi‐
tional military
and civilian hon‐
ors.
After Viet Nam
Allen was
elected to the
Florida House of
Representatives
and in 1996 to
MGEN McConville, Chris Garrett. Con‐
Congress. As a
gressman Allen Boyd, Bob Seitz and Ben
United States
Peters on the Capitol steps.
Representative,
Congressman
Boyd has fought consistently to ensure that our nation’s
veterans receive the services and support they deserve,
including the largest single funding increase in the history
of the Department of Veterans Affairs to improve the
speed and quality of care veterans and wounded GIs re‐
ceive. He helped enact the largest expansion of the GI Bill
since it was first introduced in 1944, restoring the promise
of a full four‐year education to men and women who
served in Iraq and Afghanistan and their families.
“My time with the soldiers of the 506th is something I
will never forget. I am extremely honored to receive this
award from men I stood shoulder to shoulder with in
combat, and I am humbled to be inducted as a Distin‐
guished Member of the Regiment,” said Congressman
Boyd.

Many very good men fell that day. LTC Hay‐
ward and CPL Fernhoff were standing next to me when
the three of us were hit by automatic weapons fire. Sev‐
eral hours later our unit had pulled back, leaving us
there. The NVA came through killing the unarmed
wounded and killed both LTC Hayward and CPL Fern‐
hoff as they lay next to me while I played dead. I was
one of the lucky ones. But that day, and the memories
and complex feelings about the events of that day, will be
with me always.
(Editor’s note: This piece is excerpted from a longer narrative
of his experience given to the Association by Mr. Griffin. The
complete moving and highly personal narrative is on the Asso‐
ciation website, www.506infantry.org)

Need Updated Contact Information
Have there been any recent changes in your contact
information?
Check the mailing label on your copy of this newslet‐
ter. Is your postal address correct? If you are on active‐
duty, has your rank changed because of promotion, re‐
tirement, or have you left the military? Is the person, to
whom the newsletter addressed, deceased?
Do you have a new eMail address? Has your
home/work/cell phone changed?
If the answer is YES to any of these questions, then
please send any updates to
Hoyt Bruce Moore, III
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117‐1123
Phone: (858) 274‐4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
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Currahees in Korea

The South Korean peninsula received two‐thirds of its
rainfall during a three month span from June to Septem‐
ber. Monsoon rains came down hard, limiting visibility
and crashed to the ground with a deafening roar drown‐
ing out all other background noise. Rain water collected
quickly and was transported in 18 in. turtle ditches lo‐
cated on the sides of roads. It rained hard for weeks. At
times, there seemed to be no end to the powerful deluge.

Jim Huckfeldt
HHC 1/506th Inf Scouts, 2nd Inf Div, Korea 1997‐98
The Second Infantry Division’s Currahees stationed at
Camps Giant and Greaves, Korea, faced other challenges
beside a hostile and unpredictable enemy threat just a few
miles away. Korea provided numerous obstacles for Cur‐
rahees to hurdle. As always, they approached the chal‐
lenges with a mindset to conquer.

Monsoon season presented its own challenges to the US
Forces, too. Currahees were stationed on the high ground
at Camps Greave and Giant, but other units weren’t so
fortunate. Several units at Camp Casey, about 25 miles
south of the DMZ, suffered flooding up to three feet deep.
Anything not strapped down or secured was washed
away and the Currahees were put on alert to go help their
brethren, if needed.

The region, located close to Freedom Bridge and Reuni‐
fication Highway, featured an interesting landscape for
the 506th to maneuver. Hills and mountains could be seen
everywhere while valleys and lowlands provided space
for rice paddy fields.
Paddy fields provided a significant food source for the
Republic of Korea (ROK) army and often times the ROK
soldiers would help farmers
plant and harvest crops. Since
the farmer received help during
the season, the ROK received a
portion of the rice harvest to
feed its troops—the ability to lay
landmines in the winter months.

But the mountains left the biggest impression. Well, to
this Currahee, anyway. Com‐
pany A, stationed at Camp Gi‐
ant, was one of the smallest
army outposts in Korea. The
Alpha Gators called Magic
Mountain their own. Depend‐
ing on the route, the Magic
Mountain march spanned seven
to eight miles total. The original
Currahees had Currahee Moun‐
tain. Currahees should always
Scout/Sniper Platoon. Jim Huckfeldt is kneeling at
have their own mountain since we
bottom left.
were born with one.

Paddy fields were fertilized
the old‐fashioned and natural
way. Add that to monsoon
flooding, the summer heat and
almost constant 100 percent hu‐
midity and you got a clear re‐
minder everyday during the summer that you weren’t
remotely close to home but on the opposite side of the
planet.

Other Currahees across the Imjin River had Grayskull
Mountain near Freedom Bridge. Another run route, de‐
spised by all but run often, called simply, The Five
M******F*****, a most despicable word but truly fitting in
every fashion. Five hills were negotiated, the next one big‐
ger than the last on a five‐mile route. Then, there was The
Birdcage. This steep mountain featured a road which al‐
most resembled a spiral staircase. This seemingly endless
journey to the top set all your muscles on fire from the
lactic acid build‐up. Each small step up the stairway to
heaven was one closer to the finish line. This mountain
tested your character, both as a man and a Currahee.

Land mines are an integral tool to keep the North at
bay. As the water recedes from the paddy fields, the
ground slowly hardens and eventually freezes leaving the
South exposed to North Korean invasion. Mines are
marked by small flags showing its approximate location.
Paddy fields presented dangers all year long and were
always treated with respect.
Land mines lay on both sides of every road North of the
Imjin and that sobering thought was kept close by every
Currahee. Whether it was your Physical Training (PT) test
or a ruck march, you NEVER deviated off course. Not for
any reason at all.

Currahees rarely ever faced challenges described as
easy. Why then, would the Army assign any other regi‐
ment, besides the 506th, to handle the most challenging of
terrains at the time in 1998?

Monsoon season flooded the paddy fields ensuring the
aquatic crops could grow healthy. It also provided the
South with a formidable and natural defense against in‐
vasion. The muddied ground would prove too much for
the best of tanks…much less the older generation T‐62
Main Battle Tank (MBT) used mainly by the Soviets and
North Koreans.

The simple answer, the Army wouldn’t assign any other
regiment to do a Currahee’s job. After all, Currahees just
wouldn’t be the same unless we STAND ALONE. It’s in
our blood. It’s our nature. It’s what we do.
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their funerals because of circumstances, but now I have
my chance to honor them by attending PFC Staggsʹ fu‐
neral, and honor him and all members of the 506th In‐
fantry. My friends were right — this is a noble calling..
The Funeral
The funeral was to be held at the First Baptist Church
in Weatherford, Texas. My wife, Carol, wanted to come
to the funeral with us. I was happy for her presence. We
wanted to be at the church early so there would be no
room for any problems to arise, and to take care of any
last minute planning with the funeral director and U.S.
Army.
When we got there, the parking lot was full of motor‐
cycles with men and woman dressed in leather biker garb
with various colored patches. At first I was taken aback.
Then I realized all the colorful patches on all the leather
were military in nature. Instead of the Hellsʹ Angels, or
Diablos, these people were the real angels, the Patriot
Guard Riders!
The Patriot Guard Riders is a diverse assembly of
riders from across the nation. They have one thing in
common besides motorcycles: an unwavering respect for
those who risk their lives for America’s freedom and se‐
curity. Each mission they undertake has two basic objec‐
tives: to show sincere respect for our fallen heroes, their
families, and their communities; and to shield the
mourning family and their friends from interruptions
created by any protestor or group of protestors through
strictly legal and non‐violent means
At the church we heard a slow and steady deep bell
ringing. It ran chills down my spine with each strike. It
was David Hallʹs replica of the Liberty Bell on a large
trailer bed parked in front of the Church. Mr. Hall at‐
tends all Texas soldier funerals to toll the bell for the de‐
ceased.
The funeral itself was a very moving and intense ser‐
vice with a major general representing the Army. It in‐
cluded some very eloquent commentaries and many per‐
sonal tributes for a well‐liked hometown boy who made
the ultimate sacrifice. The speeches by his father and
other family members were a very emotional and power‐
ful goodbye. The themes of sacrifice and patriotism were
always present.
The funeral procession saw hundreds of vehicles
making the 35‐mile trip, and many hundreds of people
stood by the roadside with flags to salute the coffin as it
passed. The graveside ceremony include a rifle salute, the
playing of Taps and the presentation of the flag to Aus‐
tin’s Wife. The ceremony was led by the two‐star general.
At its conclusion, Gib and I stepped up to present regi‐

The saddest duty
Roger Lee Black
D Co 1/506th Vietnam 1970‐71
According to Maj. Gen. John Campbell, commanding
general of the 101st Airborne Division, a rogue Afghan
Border Policeman acted alone when he killed six 101st
soldiers. The attack occurred on Monday, November 29,
2010. Five of the soldiers — all members of 1st Squadron,
61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team
(actually the 506th Infantry Regiment) were watching
the impact area from the elevated position when the ABP
officer shot them in the back. He turned his weapon on
the sixth, and then was killed by other 101st soldiers.
The incident lasted between 10 and 15 seconds. One of
the soldiers killed was PFC Aus‐
tin Garrett Staggs.
On December 8, 2010, I was
contacted by Tony Cox, one of
my sergeants from Vietnam and
was asked if I would represent
our 506th Association at the Fu‐
neral of PFC Staggs. I immedi‐
ately said I would, although in‐
wardly I was terrified to do it,
as I feared being involved once
again with so much sorrow—
during my tour of duty in Viet‐
nam, 19 soldiers from my Delta
PFC Austin Garrett Staggs.
Company had been killed in
action. Tony said, “Roger, is this something you will do
for us?” I was not about to say no to a man that would
have laid his life down for me during combat in Viet‐
nam. It was decided Gib Rossetter and I would represent
the Association together at the funeral. Our assignment
was to present immediate family members of PFC Staggs
with actual Currahee Battle Flags and Currahee Battle
Flag Pins—a total of three actual flags and 13 pins. Gib
and I were chosen since we both are close to PFC Stagg’s
home.
The day before the Funeral
I was very nervous about the event. I talked to good
friends who calmed me down and told me this was an
honor. I was advised to wear my medal ribbon rack, bat‐
talion pin, division pin, and small CIB on my coat. Com‐
bat soldiers do not like to display medals, but you wear
them for the family. This gives credibility to your presen‐
tation, and means a lot to the family of the deceased.
I went to bed around 11:30 pm. I had a troubled and
sweaty sleep. I was up at 4:30 am. I laid in bed, awake,
till 6:00 thinking about Vietnam and the horrors I ex‐
perienced there. I thought about my friends killed in
Vietnam and came to a realization. I could not attend

(Continued on p. 23)
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Searching for Heroes: finding friends of
my big brother, SGT Lyle Schroeder

ter losing Lyle). My mother did not want to live on our
farm site by herself. I quit my job in Phoenix and my
wife, daughter and puppy moved to St. James.

Perry Schroeder

I was in the attic one day and found the box that con‐
tained Lyle’s personal items that arrived 10 years earlier.
The pictures were there along with letters.

January 27, 1969, started out as just another day in
Minnesota. That changed when an Army Major
knocked on the door of my parent’s home. My big
brother Lyle Schroeder, was reported as “missing in
action” the day before in Vietnam. Following that visit
there were Western Union telegrams reiterating the Ma‐
jor’s announcement. Twenty‐four hours later, the Ma‐
jor knocked on the door again and told us that SGT
Lyle William Schroeder had died from small arms fire
in a country far from home. Western Union telegrams
again verified the Major’s words.

Fast forward another 20 years. My oldest brother was
visiting from Colorado and we were talking about Lyle. I
mentioned the pictures in the attic. We went up there to
retrieve the pictures. I opened up the box and the pic‐
tures and letters were gone. I just could not believe it.
Where did they go? Did I place them somewhere and
don’t remember? I asked my mother and she did not
know where they might be. What did I do? My link to
the past was gone.

I, my family and friends were devastated.
In 2002, my mother passed away at the age of
We waited for Lyle’s remains to be brought
88 exactly. She died on her birthday. Several
back home to St. James, Minnesota. It took
months later, my brother from Colorado and
several days, but seemed like weeks, before a
our wives had to clean out mother’s house
small aircraft landed at the local airport. Lyle
which was quite a task. On the last day, I was
was home and was accompanied by an Army
in the basement and found a box in a cupboard
Sergeant First Class who was with Lyle since
with Lyle’s name written in my mother’s hand‐
landing in California. He had volunteered for
writing. I opened it up and there were the pic‐
this duty, what a terrible assignment. The
tures, the missing letters, Western Union tele‐
funeral home visitation was for two nights
grams, letters from the US Army and other
with hundreds of people coming to pay their Lyle Schroeder in Vietnam items of Lyle’s that my mother had kept. She
respects. The day of the funeral, the streets of St. James
must have removed them from the attic at some time but
were lined with US Flags as a tribute to a fallen soldier.
did not remember.
I remember my father saying that he would have never
It was after that discovery, my quest began in earnest.
dreamed that flags would be flying for one of his sons.
I used the internet white pages to look up names in the
So, the end of public and private mourning was over,
areas Lyle had written on the backs of the photos. I sent
and now life was supposed to get back to normal for
many letters, mostly with no replies. But I did get a few
me. Like 58,000 plus other families in the United States,
letters back and some phone calls. But none were the
normal would never take place.
individuals I was trying to find. Most of the calls or let‐
Shortly before Lyle was returned to us, a box arrived
ters were people who wished me well in my quest. I do
from the Army with Lyle’s personal items. There were
remember a phone call from a lady in Iowa, whose hus‐
letters he had saved from those who had written him,
band had the identical name of a Lieutenant I was look‐
many miscellaneous items, some Kodak film that was
ing for in Waterloo, IA. She had just lost her husband
not processed and also a few pictures of Lyle and others
who was a WWII veteran. She wished me well and
with whom he served. On the back of those pictures
hoped I would find Lyle’s comrades.
Lyle had written their names and in some cases, their
Sometime in 2004, I Googled the 506th Infantry because
hometowns. I often wondered who packed that box
I remembered that was part of Lyle’s mailing address in
and if they did know him, or was it someone who just
Vietnam. The first thing that came up was the “Band of
had the terrible task of packing away memories of dead
Brothers” movie which was released in 2001. I did not
soldiers. Either way, I suspect it was not easy for who‐
make the connection while watching the series. Then to
ever had to do it.
my shock, I found the 506th Infantry website. I soon be‐
Fast forward ten years. I had moved back to Minne‐
came an associate member.
sota after serving in the Army for three years and then
I signed the quest book one day stating that I was
working in Phoenix. My father had passed away in
looking for anyone who had served with my brother. A
1978 from complications of surgery (I always thought
few weeks later I received an email from Texas from a
he died of a broken heart, as he was never the same af‐
(Continued on p. 26)
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$2000 In College Scholarships to be
Offered by Association

colleges and universities in the United States of
America.
2. Eligibility Requirements:
a. The applicant or the applicantʹs parent, grandparent,
spouse, or sibling must have served with the 506th
Infantry.
b. The applicant must be accepted at or already attend‐
ing the Institution to which this scholarship money
will be sent.
3. Application Procedure:
a. No formal application form is used.
b. The application shall consist of a typed letter in
which the applicant will discuss the following
subjects:
i. Personal achievements
ii. Career objectives
iii. Any subject the applicant considers relevant
c. The application and documentation shall be mailed
between January 1 and April 30 to:

By Fred May ‐ Scholarship Committee Chairman,
A/1‐506 Infantry RVN 1970 ‐ 1971
The Association is now accepting applications for
our 2011 College Scholarships. This year the Scholar‐
ship Committee will be able to award at least two
$1000 scholarships due to generous donations from
our membership.
It gives me great pleasure to report that our 2011
scholarship awards will be at least double that of 2010
thanks, in part, to the generosity of Gene Overton and
Lee Sullivan. Both have agreed to fund named awards
within our scholarship program. Geneʹs award will be
called The Eugene and Marilyn Overton Scholarship
Award , while Leeʹs award will be named The NAVIL‐
LUS Foundation Award. The NAVILLUS Foundation is
a family foundation headed by Lee and Carol Sullivan.
This award is dedicated to the members of B Company,
1st Battalion, 506th Infantry who served in the Republic
of Vietnam during 1969 and 1970.
Gene Overton served in C Company, 1st Bat‐
talion, 506th Infantry at Fort Campbell and the Republic
of Vietnam – 1967/1968. Gene is also the co founder of
the 506th Association and he, along with his wife
Marilyn, have donated an untold amount of time, en‐
ergy and money to further the goals of the Association.
This award is dedicated to all who served in Vietnam
with C Company from 1967 to 1971.
Basic 506th Association Scholarship application in‐
formation is listed below. For more complete informa‐
tion on the application process and with information
on how to donate visit our organization’s web site ,
www.506infantry.org and click on the SCHOLARSHIP
button. Items one thru six, in the link, detail the appli‐
cation procedure while items seven thru thirteen ex‐
plain the selection process.
Applicants are reminded to include their mailing
address, phone number, and email address with their
application. In addition, items that are sent with the
application cannot be returned. Do not send original
documentation as photo copies of important papers will
be accepted. Questions may be directed to me at
AlfredMay@aol.com or sent to my mailing address
which is listed below.
The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment
Association (Airmobile‐Air Assault) Scholarship

The 506th Scholarship Committee
c/o Alfred May
30 Sweetman Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480‐2933
4. Required Documentation:
a. Some form of written proof of paragraph 2a or a
written statement explaining why such proof cannot
be obtained. Do not send original documents, as they
cannot be returned. Photocopies of these documents
will be accepted.
b. A high school transcript if the applicant has not
completed one year of college. If the applicant has
completed one year of college, a college transcript is
required in lieu of a high school transcript.
c. Some form of written proof of paragraph 2b.
5. Helpful, but Not Required, Documentation:
a. A photocopy of the applicantʹs Student Aid Report
(SAR), containing the Estimated Family Contribution
(EFC) number.
b. A photo copy of the Financial Aid Package Letter
from the Institution the applicant will attend.
c. A statement from the applicant, detailing how family
income or circumstances has kept the applicant from
receiving other scholarship, grant, or loan funds.
d. Any other information the applicant considers rele‐
vant.
6. Criteria Used for Awarding the 506th Infantry Schol‐
arship:
a. Overall academic excellence of the applicant
b. Financial need
c. Quality of the Institution the applicant has chosen to
attend

Established by SFC(R) Joseph F. Foster, Jr. (HHC, 2nd
BN, 1969‐1970) and SSG(R) Melissa D. Snock
1. Purpose: to provide financial aid to students at‐
tending undergraduate or graduate programs at
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How Our Charitable Funds Support Deployed Currahees and Their Families

omy, donations just could not sustain the effort, so it was
dropped.
As Charitable Funds Chairman, I am often asked ʺif I
donate, which fund needs the most helpʺ. My answer is
that currently it is the Packages and Morale Fund. If
funding improves, we will be able to do something spe‐
cial for the active duty Currahees when they return from
Afghanistan.
All of our efforts to assist Currahees are performed
freely by the volunteers within the 506th Association.
100% of all money donated goes to support the stated
purpose of each fund. These projects are administered
and run by unpaid volunteers. All administrative costs
are absorbed by the volunteers who spend their own time
and money to support these projects. Nobody is paid for
their time or out of pocket expenses.

By Fred May, Charitable Funds Chairman,
A/1‐506 RVN 70‐71
The Charitable Funds operation of the 506th Associa‐
tion provides a number of different services to Associa‐
tion members, along with current and veteran Currahee
soldiers and their families. Membership in the Associa‐
tion is not required to qualify for any of these services.
No newsletter article would be able to explain every‐
thing that we do. There simply is not enough space in
this Newsletter article to detail the efforts expended by
our volunteers. To understand the full scope of our effort
you must really look at the Charitable Funds section of
our web site, www.506infantry.org You navigate to these
pages by clicking on the ʺScholarships & Special Projects”
tab on our home page. Because of the tax‐deductible con‐
tributions of Association members and others who wish
to support our warriors, we in the Association are able to
fund a variety of services to veterans and active duty sol‐
diers alike.
 In addition to college scholarships, we have a Widows,
Orphans & Wounded Soldiers Fund that has expended
over $5,000 in support of Currahees in 2010.
 We have Hospital Visitation Teams that visit our WIA
at 13 CONUS Hospitals.
 We support the Soldier & NCO of the Quarter competi‐
tion with prizes from our on line PX.
 We distribute gift sets to soldiers WIA. We present
Currahee Battle Flags and Battle Flag pins to families of
soldiers KIA, either at funerals all over CONUS or at
the monthly Eagle Remembrance Ceremony at Fort
Campbell.
 We have a Packages and Morale Fund.
 We support the Eagle Remembrance Ceremony at Fort
Campbell with monetary assistance thru the Rear De‐
tachment.
 We supply Currahee Battle Flags to all company size
and larger units of the Regiment.
 We have raised almost $60,000 to assist in the building
of the Currahee KIA Memorial at Fort Campbell, KY.

If you need more information about these or any of the
other items listed on the Charitable Funds portion of our
web site, please feel free to contact me at my email,
AlfredMay@aol.com

Currahee Briefs
Joe Foster
We note with sorrow the passing of SFC (Ret) Joseph E.
(Mustang) Foster, Jr., at the age of 61, on August 8th,
2010. Joe was a long‐time member of the 506th Associa‐
tion, a tireless worker on reunions, a former secretary of
the Association, and cofounder of the Currahee Scholar‐
ship Program. Joe died shortly after attending the Curra‐
hee Reunion in Harrisburg. He will be missed.

2010 Scholarships Awarded
Our Scholarship Committee selected Annette M. Tomp‐
kins, of Clarksville, TN and Chelsea Gibson of Lexing‐
ton Park, MD as winners of our two $500 Currahee
scholarships for 2010.
Annette is pursuing a graduate degree
in counseling at Austin Peay University,
with plans to work as a guidance coun‐
selor helping military parents and chil‐
dren., Annette is the spouse of CPT
Todd M. Tompkins who currently
serves with HHC, 1st Battalion, 506th
Infantry.

If you check the Treasurers Report found elsewhere in
this Newsletter, you will see that the Charitable Funds
now has over $137,000 distributed among four funds. All
our funds are doing well with the exception of the Pack‐
ages & Morale Fund which currently has $1128 in it. We
use this fund to pay for Currahee Battle Flags given to
Regimental units and to pay for prizes given to Soldier &
NCO of the Quarter competitions held by the Regiment.
We used to use this fund to pay for care packages sent to
our deployed troops, but with the downturn in the econ‐

Chelsea is a sophomore at Salis‐
bury State University in Maryland with
plans to attend graduate school in nurs‐
ing. Chelseaʹs grandfather is SFC(R)
Clancy Lyall (E Co, 2nd BN, 1944‐1945;
E Co, 1st ABG, 1956‐1958).
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The Last Roll Call

Currahee Veterans

Frank J. DeWitt, HQ, 1st BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died November 2010
Jerome E. (Jerry) Hester Sr., HHC, 3rd BN, 506th, Vietnam, died April 23, 2010
Wilfred J. A. “Squeak” Charette, E Co, 1st ABG, 506th, died May 9, 2010
Brent O. Parmer, A Co, 1st BN, 506th, Vietnam, died May 13, 2010
John C. Beaty, C/HHC, 3rd BN, 506th, Vietnam, died May 24, 2010
John W. (Johnny) Gibson, G/H Co (Medic), 3rd BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died June 2, 2010
SGM(R) Jeff Carol Crawford, Mortar Battery, 1st ABG, 506th, died June 30, 2010
LTC(R) William Derwood Cann, Jr., G Co, 3rd BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died July 12, 2010
SFC(R) Joseph F. Foster, Jr., HHC, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam, died August 8, 2010
Michael James Williams, D Co, 1st BN, 506th, Vietnam, died August 26, 2010
Wilbur R. (Web) Raduenz, B Co, 1st BN/HQ, REGT, 506th PIR, WWII, died September 4, 2010
William B. Plemons, A Co, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam, died September 9, 2010
Leonard E. Vierling, HQ, 2nd BN, 506 PIR, WWII, died September 17, 2010
Mario J. (Hank) DiCarlo, H Co, 3rd BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died September 30, 2010
LTC(R) Stewart (Moose) Davis, HHC, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam; died October 8, 2010
Raymond Owen Bascom, A Co, 1st BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died December 24, 2010

Currahees KIA in Operation Enduring Freedom
(2010-2011 Afghanistan Deployment)
SFC Barry Jarvis, B Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/29/10
SSG Curtis Oakes, B Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/29/10
SPC Matthew Ramsey, B Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/29/10
PFC Jacob Gassen, B Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/29/10
PFC Austin Staggs, B Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/29/10
PV2 Buddy W. McClain, B Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/29/10

CPT Ellery R. Wallace, B Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 08/29/10
PFC Jordan M. Byrd, Medic, A Co, 1/506th, 10/13/10
SSG Kenneth K. McAninch, A Co, 1/506th, 10/21/10
SPC Thomas A. Moffitt, D Co, 2/506th, 10/23/10
SGT Diego A. Solorzano‐Valdovinos, A Co, 1/506, 10/29/10
SPC Anthony Vargas, C Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/08/10
SPC David C. Lutes, C Troop, 1‐61st CAV, 11/11/10

Letters

better than awesome. I was going about my day here in
Eindhoven hanging out with my co‐workers and decided
to go back to my hotel only to see that a large parade be‐
gan. I thought to myself well this is kind of cool but why
are the Dutch people having a parade late at night? Then
as I got closer I heard the roar of large engines, drum ca‐
dences and the stomp of hundreds of people. As I ap‐
proached the people lining the street, I saw WWII tanks,
jeeps, ambulances, bikes and many WWII veterans. All
the vehicles and tanks were labeled with the US army
star and insignia. The entire area stood at attention and
watched as the veterans (some in wheel chairs) passed
by.
Iʹm really not sure why this had such an impres‐
sion on me. I quickly took off my hat and stood at atten‐
tion as hundreds of people marched in the parade hold‐
ing Dutch and American flags. It was an amazing sight to
see a community never forget what they have been
through and to proudly show their appreciation for all
those that liberated this country 60+ years ago today,
September 17, 1944.
(Continued on p. 27)

Dear Hoyt,
I came across your page after experiencing quite a sight
on September 18th 2010 in Eindhoven, Netherlands. Iʹm a
US citizen and frequently travel to and from Eindhoven
on business for months at a time. I have really began to
love the people and the culture. Below is an email I sent
to my family explaining my experience. Thanks for all
that you do and the service that you have rendered to our
country on our behalf. It’s truly appreciated. I sure hope
that you find my comments pleasing unto all the veterans
that helped liberate this country. . . If there is one thing
that I wished to convey to my family and all veterans is
that the Dutch people here in Eindhoven never forgot.
Thanks for your time
Sincerely, Todd Garvey
To all my family,
I had to let you in on something that I saw today
that was just awesome for a lack of a better words. It was
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Reunion Report

(Cont’d from page 1)

Iraq w/ 1st Bn ‐ 2nd Inf. Div ‐ 2004 / 2005
2
4th Brigade Combat Team ‐ 2004 / Present
9
Grand Total
103
tion, with 182 total number of attendees, which included
103 Currahee veterans. A breakdown of the veterans in
attendance is as follows:
The largest groups of five or more Currahees from any
one Company were:
C Company, 2nd Battalion ‐ 1970 / 1971 25
C Company, 1st Battalion ‐ 1967 / 1968 11
D Company, 1st Battalion ‐ 1970 / 1971 6
B Company, 2nd Battalion ‐ 1970 / 1971 5
These four groups account for 47 Currahee veterans —
great job, guys.
Wednesday afternoon people started arriving, getting
themselves settled in and meeting old friends in the Hos‐
pitality Room. The Hospitality Room stayed open till
midnight many nights during the Reunion.
Thursday people continued to arrive and the Hospi‐
tality Room was buzzing with activity. That evening
over 140 met for our buffet dinner. The hotel provided a
buffet dinner that was superb and the desserts were to
die for. After eating we raffled off a number of door
prizes that were either donated by attendees or the activ‐
ity duty. A drawing for free nights at the hotel went to
three Currahees: Willard Weller (1 night), Manny Chavez
(2 nights), and Bill Pace ‐ (3 nights). Bill Pace also won
free nights at our last reunion in Reno, and Manny
Chavez has won free nights at our last 3 reunions! (His
new nickname is ʺLuckyʺ.) Winning free hotel nights
really makes the Reunion affordable for the winners.
Friday was a open day for our members, nothing offi‐
cially planned. Some went to Amish Country while other
went to the US Army Heritage Center/Museum at Car‐
lisle or to Gettysburg. Then in the evening many got to‐
gether in platoon or company groups for dinner and
ended their evening in the Hospitality Room.
Those who went to the Gettysburg had a Currahee
guide— COL(R) James Roach ‐ 2nd Bn ‐ 1967/1969. Jim
put together a guided tour of the battle field with a lunch‐
eon stop during the trip. Over 30 participated and all
said that Jim did a GREAT job.
Saturday was a full schedule, starting with our Gen‐
eral Membership Meeting at 10:00am, to hear committee
reports; election of officers and directors was held as well
as a discussion with members about the next association
reunion site. [Minutes of the meeting appear on page 11.]

The cocktail hour kicked off at 6:00 pm. Vietnam vet‐
erans were surprised with ʺ33ʺ Beer (Ba MʹBa) donated by
me; enough was available for all those who wanted to
taste what they had once drunk in Vietnam.
The Currahee Memorial Dinner began at 7:00pm with
Chairman MAJ John Thomas Duckett calling all to order
and welcoming everyone on behalf of the Associationʹs
officers and directors. The American , 506th Regiment,
and 506th Association flags were then posted by a six‐
man Honor Guard from the active‐duty 4th Brigade Com‐
bat Team, 506th Infantry. Next, a brief memorial cere‐
mony was conducted by President Donald Thies and Fred
May, Active‐Duty Liaison. Red, white and blue candles
representing the three battalions of the regiment were
lighted. The candles stood in front of a large ice carving
of the Currahee Crest. After the candles were lit, Fred
May directed everyone to look at the small table in front
and conducted a Fallen Currahees Remembrance Cere‐
mony, our way of symbolizing the fact that some of our
friends are unable to be with us. After Fred explained the
meaning of all items placed on the table, Taps was
played.
Dinner was then served to our 175 attendees. After‐
wards a ceremony was held to place six Battle Streamers
awarded the 506th for the period 2004 to 2009. Gene
Overton read off the citations of the streamers as each
was placed on the Associationʹs Regimental flag by Cur‐
rahees who served in the
unit covered by the award:
 Iraq ‐ 1/ 506th Infantry,
2nd Infantry Division ‐
Campaign: Iraq Govern‐
ance 2004‐2005 placed by
Clayton Paulding ‐ C Co.,
1st Bn
 Meritorious Unit Com‐
mendation (Navy) Iraq
2004 ‐ 2005 placed by MAJ
William Jones ‐ Com‐
mander, C Co., 1st BN
 Iraq ‐ 4th Brigade Com‐
bat Team, 506th Infantry,
101st Airborne Division ‐
Campaign: Iraq National
1SG Ryan Alfaro attaches a Battle
Resolution 2005‐2007 and
Streamer to Currahee Battle Flag
 Meritorious Unit Com‐
mendation (Army) Iraq
2005 ‐ 2006 placed by COL Thomas D. Vail ‐ Com‐
mander of 4th Brigade Combat Team, 506th Infantry
Regiment ‐ September 2005 ‐ June 2007
 Afghanistan ‐ 4th Brigade Combat Team, 506th Infan‐
try, 101st Airborne Division ‐ Campaign: Afghanistan
consolidation II 2008 ‐ 2009 placed by MAJ Bradd
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flags that were presented to all 36 units of the BCT on
July 27th by President Thies and other Currahee veterans.
Next, it was time to acknowledge those who have
aided the Association over the past two years or more.
Recognized were:
Next, Tom Duckett acknowledged all former and
Presidential Citation: Lawrence J. Bowman ‐ C Co.,
newly elected Association officers and directors. He also
1st Bn & C Co., 3rd Bn 1967/1968 ‐ for organizing excur‐
acknowledged the following special guests in attendance:
sions and transportation of our wounded and family
 Kenneth Johnson ‐ H Company, 3/506 ‐ WW II 1942‐45
members at WRAMC to concerts as well as hunting/ fish‐
 LTG(R) David E. Grange ‐ 517th PIR, WW II; 187th, Ko‐
ing trips since 2005.
rean War; 2nd Bn, 506th Commander, 1967/1968; 3rd
Certificates of Appreciation:
Brigade, 101st Commander, 1970/1971
Joseph Wysong ‐ 4th Infantry Division 1969 ‐ for his
 John Warner ‐ 2nd Battalion, 5th Amphibious Corps,
assistance to Larry Bowman in support of our wounded
USMC (Iwo Jima)
and family members at WRAMC.
Saint Leonard Volunteer Fire & Rescue Company 7 ‐
Tom then introduced our guest speaker of the evening
for their ʺVeterans at the Concertʺ program for wounded
COL Thomas D. Vail ‐ Commander of 4th Brigade Com‐
soldiers from WRAMC.
bat Team, 506th Infantry Regiment ‐ September 2005 ‐
June 2007. Colonel Vail spoke of standing up the 4th Bri‐
Holiday Inn Select Hotel ‐ Solomons, MD ‐ for pro‐
gade before it was assigned a Regimental designation in
viding hotel accommodations for wounded soldiers from
the summer of 2005 and then the official reactivation of
WRAMC who participate in the “Veterans at the Concert”
the 506th on October 13th, 2005. This was followed soon
program.
after with the unitʹs deploy‐
One World Travel ‐ Prince
ment to Iraq where the 506th
Frederick, MD ‐ for providing
proudly continued the legacy
the van used to transport the
of our storied regiment.
WIAs from WRAMC to the
After the Colonelʹs speech,
Veterans at the Concert pro‐
Fred May presented him with
gram.
the Currahee Challenge Award
Bob Evans Restaurant ‐ Prince
for his dedicated service as the
Frederick, MD ‐ for providing
14th Commander of the Regi‐
complimentary breakfast for
ment.
the WIA and family members
Presentations were then
in the Veterans at the Concert
made by MAJ Bradd Schultz
program.
and COL(R) Bob Seitz, Honor‐
Frank Dawson of WKIK‐FM
ary Colonel of the regiment
102.9 Radio ‐ Mechanicsville,
(HHC/B/C/E (Recon) Co., 2nd Bob Seitz (right) and MAJ Bradd Schultz present the
MD ‐ The Concert MC, for his
DMOR award to Mike Bookser (B/E, 1/506 (1969-70)
Bn) to those individuals who
outstanding efforts support‐
were unable to attend the 2010
ing/participating in Veterans at
Distinguished and Honorary Member of the Regiment
the Concert.
Induction Ceremony held July 27th at Fort Campbell.
After this last presentation the Honor Guard detail
Inductees in attendance were:
from Fort Campbell retired the Colors.
Distinguished Member of the Regiment (DMOR)
This then left us to conduct our 50‐50 Raffles. Raffle
Michael C. Bookser ‐ B / E Co., 1st Bn 1969‐70
ticket sells generated a total of $520 of which 50% goes to
Michael J. Metzger ‐ HHC/B/C/D Co., 1st BN 1966‐68
the raffle winner and the rest to the Association. The raf‐
fle winner was Marco Polo Smigliani, nephew of Dominic
Hoyt Bruce Moore, III ‐ A Co., 1st Bn 1970‐71
Smigliani ‐ C Co., 2nd Bn, KIA 07/27/71; Marco did not
Gilbert C. Rossetter ‐ D Co., 1st Bn 1970
accept his $260 winnings donated the money back to the
Honorary DMOR
Association.
This concluded our evening.
Peggy Pearson ‐ Honorary member of 506th Regiment
Sunday was time to start home. Early morning found
Next, a Currahee Battle flag was given by Tom Duckett
many Currahees having breakfast together and saying
to MAJ Bradd Schultz of the 4th BCT to symbolize the
Schultz ‐ Rear Detachment Commander, 4th BCT, 506th
Infantry
 Global War on Terrorism placed by 1SG Ryan Alfaro ‐
Rear Detachment CSM, 4th BCT, 506th Infantry

(Continued on page 13)
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Report of the Board of Directors Meeting,
July 30, 2010

Report of the General Membership
Meeting, July 30, 2010

Chris Garrett—Secretary
B & E Cos, 2/506 Vietnam 1970‐71

Chris Garrett—Secretary
B & E Cos, 2/506 Vietnam 1970‐71

The Board of Directors Meeting, held at the 2010 Association Reun‐
ion in Harrisburg, PA ,was called to order at 08:05, July 30, 2010 by Don
Thies, President. Christopher Garrett, Secretary, verified a quorum.
Directors present were Tom Duckett, Don Thies, Hoyt ʺBruceʺ
Moore, Christopher Garrett, Ronald Helwig, John Lally, Fred May,
Eugene ʺGeneʺ Overton and Bob Seitz. Directors absent were Robert
Gilbert and Joe Huesing,
Also present was Michael Metzger, former secretary and director, as
an advisor.
Officer and Committee Reports
Bruce Moore, Treasurer, reported on operating budget, with a 90%
increase in cost of newsletter, and need to contain expenses or find addi‐
tional funds.
John Lally, newsletter editor, gave a report of cost analysis between
2009 and 2010 newsletter. The use of a coated paper not only makes it
look classier but also has the benefit of weighing less and costing less for
postage as postage cost keeps going up. The demands of the federal
postal system also increased as it refers to the merging of the address
data base to Federal standards and addressed the one time charge by
Rick and Tracy Gravik, data base contractors, of $2300.00 to come into
compliance with said Fed requirements. Of the 4350 copies sent out to
full and active duty members 680 changes to data were noted compared
with 350 out of 3200 for 2009.
Fred May stated that the newsletter is more than a newsletter. It is a
marketing document for making a profit and soliciting donations for our
organization.
Advertising as a source of income was brought to the floor and will
need more consideration as to what kinds we will allow, such as govern‐
ment and sensitive private and international ads as we have a world
wide reach. Also considered the need to censor what if any we allow. No
political ads would be acceptable as we are a non‐political organization.
A motion to consider advertising was made by Fred May, seconded by
Gene Overton and passed by unanimous vote. A study will be made for
the next meeting.
John Lally will maintain editorial authority to maintain quality
while reducing redundancy of the different articles in the newsletter. All
BOD were in agreement to what a superb newsletter John Lally has pro‐
duced.
Gene Overton, Membership, brought up the need for an increase of
dues as we have not had an increase in many years. An increase of dues
from $25 to $30 per year for a full membership and an increase of the 5
year plan to $135. We also agreed with doing away with the basic dues
of $15 and maintaining the Purple Heart level at $10, and accepted the
idea of sending out only the unit roster that members served with the
larger roster available at a fee to be set. The dues increase will go into
affect with the 2011 dues paying year and will be announced at the gen‐
eral membership meeting,
President Don Thies motioned for adjournment and Bruce Moore
seconded. The motion was passed unanimously and the meeting was
adjourned at 09:00.

The General Membership Meeting, held at the 2010 Association
Reunion in Harrisburg, PA was called to order at 10:06 AM, July 31,
2010 by Don Thies, President. Octavio Laguna led the membership in
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chris Garrett, Secretary, verified a quorum as established by 50
members present and 235 proxies in hand.
Chairman Duckett introduced the members of the current board
present including John Lally, Michael Metzger, Gene Overton, Chris
Garrett, Hoyt ʺBruceʺ Moore, and Fred May, Ron Helwig, Don Thies,
Bob Seitz, Tom Duckett. Absent was Joe Huesing.
The minutes from the August 16, 2008 general membership meet‐
ing were read by Chris Garrett, Secretary. A motion was made and
seconded to approve the minutes as presented. The minutes were ap‐
proved by the membership by a show of hands.
Chairman Duckett provided brief introductory remarks and intro‐
duced Don Thies, President.
Officer and Committee Reports
Don Thies, President, reported on Association activities. He indi‐
cated that the good news was that many members had stepped up to
provide valuable services to the Association, but that the bad news was
that many Currahees had been and continued to be in danger due to
the current war conditions. He indicated that Association Members had
been engaged in visiting hospitalized Currahees and also attending to
the solemn duties of attending funerals.
He also reported that Fred May had headed many efforts includ‐
ing active duty liaison, package committee, scholarship committee and
the widows, orphans and wounded fund and thanked him for his ef‐
forts. He reported that our purpose and effort was and continued to be
directed toward attracting members from all eras of the Currahees. He
indicated the need to encourage more current active duty troops to join
and keep alive the traditions. He concluded by welcoming and thank‐
ing both the old and new members for attending and supporting the
Association.
Bruce Moore, Treasurer, presented the Treasurerʹs Report. The
report as read is attached. A motion to accept the treasurerʹs report was
made, seconded and passed unanimously.
Fred May, Director, reported on Active Veteran Liaison activities.
The Committee have developed and maintained contacts through the
rear detachment with the deploying troops. Through those contacts,
President Don Thies and other Currahees distributed 36 Currahee Bat‐
tle Flags July 27th at fort Campbell, KY which have been very well re‐
ceived by the Commander and troops.
Fred also reported on the WOW Fund and how since the army
now pays up to 400,000$ in life Ins the fund has become mostly a
Wounded soldiers fund. There is much demand for the work that Fred
May and Bob Sietz and others are doing for our wounded warriors.
John Lally, editor of the Currahee Newsletter, and director, re‐
ported that the continuing plan is to produce two newsletters per year.
The format has grown to include information on active duty as well as
veteran activities. Information and articles are included on the commit‐
tee and other activities as well as contact information for the Associa‐
tion. The website under the management of Mike Bookser continues to
expand and provide a wealth of information. Mike Bookser, webmas‐
ter, reported that the website receives a million hits a year, and that
many of the hits were coming from Europe. He made sure we under‐
stood that Jim Restucci donates his services to the Association.
Ronald Helwig, Quartermaster, presented a report of the quarter‐
master activities. He indicated that he was attempting to continue to

Submitted by
Christopher Garrett , Secretary
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General membership meeting

the next reunion. The Association reunions have typically been moved
each time to different geographic areas (East, Central and West) to pro‐
vide opportunities for each geographic group of members to attend. For
example, a prior reunion had been held in Reno. The confusion associ‐
ated with combined reunions with the 101st Assn. was noted. Different
locations were suggested for future Board consideration including Ft.
Benning/Columbus, Fort Campbell and San Antonio. It was noted that
the activities and the quality of locations and amenities were important
to both the members and the spouses. LTG(R) Grange made a passion‐
ate plea for our next reunion to be held at Fort Benning,GA with special
emphasis on the fact that our troops at Fort Campbell will more than
likely be very much on a war footing and that we might be to much of a
distraction to their training.
Chairman Duckett then asked for any other new business and
hearing none requested a motion to adjourn. Joe Wisneski motioned
and Ray Cortez seconded. The motion was passed unanimously and the
meeting was adjourned at 12:05 PM.
Submitted by:

(from page 12)

expand the line of products and was now able to place a picture di‐
rectly on T‐shirts and other items. He requested suggestions for new
products to be placed on the web listing.












Fred May reported on the Charitable Funds of the Association.
Currahee Rendezvous 2011 is not an Association run event but,
rather, will be planned by the rear detachment of the active duty.
The Association is assisting by collecting contributions for the
event because the Army has ruled that the active duty units can‐
not receive contributions. The funds will be used for a “welcome
homeʺ event when the unit rotates back to the states next year. All
veterans will be welcome to attend.
Widow, Orphans and Wounded Soldiers Fund. The Fund is used
to provide funds through gifts and grants to wounded veterans
and the families of wounded or KIA Currahees. The rear detach‐
ment is closely involved in recommendations as to needed sup‐
port. The dedication of Bob Seitz, Dick Winters and others in visit‐
ing wounded soldiers and providing Currahee packages has been
very well received by all.

Chris Garrett
Secretary

Reunion Report

Packages Fund. The Fund is very low and needs to be built back
up again if it is to be effective in the future.
College Scholarship Fund. Scholarships have been awarded to
troops and family members based upon recommendations from
rear detachment personnel and committee review.

(from page 11)

farewell, promising to stay in touch and see each other
again at the next gathering of Currahees.
We can’t list all those who helped make this the largest
reunion ever held by the Association a great success, but
a few must be mentioned for their untiring efforts:
Emory King ‐ C Co., 1st ABG, 1960‐1963 and SFC(R)
Joe Foster, Jr. (Mustang) ‐ HHC, 2nd Bn, 1969‐1970 for
their efforts with the Hotel to ensure that the Hospitality
Room was always stacked with snacks, soda and beer
throughout the Reunion.
Sabina May for working on the Memorial Dinner table
seating plan which made seating 175 attendees a smooth
process; not an easy task.
COL(R) James Roach ‐ 2nd Bn 1967‐1969 ‐ for organiz‐
ing and leading members on a tour of Gettysburg Battle‐
field.
Peggy Pearson and Bruce Moore for keeping the Reun‐
ion Welcome/Registration Table going day and night,
greeting Currahees as they arrived and making sure eve‐
ryone knew about reunion events.

The question was raised as to the source and use of funds and it
was clarified that only contributions received for specific funds
were used for that purpose and that the funds did not come from
the operating funds of the Association. In addition, it was noted
that funds were held separately and that 100% of the money re‐
ceived was used for the designated purpose and that only Curra‐
hees and their families were supported.
Announced that there has been a $100,000 anonymous donation to
our Assn. This donation was donated to fund $40,000 to the KIA
memorial being designed and built at FT Campbell, KY, and
$60,000 to the WOWS fund which we can finally be of real assis‐
tance to our Currahees in need.



Gene Overton reported on Reunions. He indicated that there are a
few different sites that we are looking at but the two most serious
considerations are Fort Campbell, KY, and Fort Benning, GA.
Members were asked to make recommendations.
NEW BUSINESS:
Tom Duckett, Chairman presented the slate of officers and direc‐
tors to be elected and asked Secretary Garrett to review the Ballot and
voting process. Floor nominees were solicited, none were presented
and Chairman Duckett closed the nominations. Election of Officers and
Board was conducted by members present by secret ballot. Ballots and
proxies were tabulated by Mario De La Vega under the supervision of
the Secretary. Results of the election were:

Generosity takes many forms
On page 8 you can find a general description of the
various funds the Association maintains for charitable
purposes. But contributions can be made in many forms.
For one example, the family of SGT Elmo “Moe” Murray
(E Co., 506th PIR, KIA on D‐Day) was kind enough to
give to the Association some of the WWII artifacts from
his time with the regiment. This thoughtful gesture helps
us keep the historical displays in our hospitality room
renewed and increasingly useful. The Association keeps
these items secure and gives them an appreciative office,
So, remember SGT Murray’s legacy when next you look at
discarding uniforms, letters and equipment.

Chairman:
President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Directors:

Tom Duckett, Major
Don Thies
Hoyt B. ʺBruceʺ Moore
Christopher Garrett
Ronald Helwig
John Lally
Fred May
Eugene ʺGeneʺ L. Overton
Bob Seitz, COL, Ret,
Michael Metzger
Joe Huesing
Gene Overton then led a discussion on future reunions. The 101st
was considering a variety of sites but had not yet selected a location for
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Treasurer’s Report
Hoyt Bruce Moore, III – Board Member and Treasurer
A Co., 1/506th, Vietnam 1970‐71
As of November 30, 2010, year‐to‐date operating income of $35,591.36 exceeded operating expenses of $35,404.35 for
net operating income of $187.01. Total funds in Association cash accounts included the following:
Fidelity Business Account (pre‐paid dues)
Business Shares California Credit Union, San Diego:
Checking Account: Unrestricted Funds
Temporarily Restricted Funds:
Scholarship Fund:
Currahee Packages/Morale Fund
Currahee KIA Memorial
WO&WS Fund
TOTAL Temporarily Restricted Funds
TOTAL CASH 11/30/10

$16,345.95
100.11
22,033.41
$14,859.57
1,128.86
48,319.54
73,413.06
137,721.03
$176,200.50

The 5‐year Membership Dues plan continues to be successful. As of November 30, 2010, the amount of prepaid dues
was as follows:
2011 Dues‐Paying Members =
457
$7,707.00
2012 Dues‐Paying Members =
262
4,357.00
2013 Dues‐Paying Members =
169
2,729.00
1,621.00
2014 Dues‐Paying Members =
104
2015 Dues‐Paying Members =
4
67.00
2016 Dues‐Paying Members =
3
44.00
TOTAL DEFERRED INCOME
$16,525.00
Thanks to all of you who responded to the various 2010 membership drives and to those who made additional dona‐
tions for Association expenses; Currahee KIA Memorial; Scholarship Fund; Currahee Packages/Morale Fund; and the
Widows, Orphans, & Wounded Soldiers Fund.

Important Dates for 2011
January 31

target date for paying 2011 Association Dues

March 31

cutoff date for including new/updated information into the 2011 Association Roster
expiration date for all Association memberships that have not been renewed for 2011

May 15

target date for sending 2011 Membership Cards and Rosters to those who have paid their 2011 mem‐
bership dues.
Rosters are sent via eMail to those for whom the Association has a valid eMail address; via US Mail if
no eMail address is available.
Membership Cards are sent via US Mail.

NOTE: if you paid 2010 membership dues and have questions about your Membership Cards and/or Rosters, contact
Membership Director Gene Overton at charlie35@si.rr.com
July 15

Target date for sending the summer issue of The Currahee! newsletter to those who have paid their 2011
membership dues (via eMail to those for whom the Association has a valid eMail address; via US Mail
if no eMail address is available).

October 31

New or renewal Association Dues received after this date will be counted as prepaid dues for 2012.
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Membership Director’s Report and Membership Analysis
By Eugene L. Overton, Jr. [Gene] – Membership Director
C Co., 1st Bn, 506th ‐ 1967 / 1968
As of year‐end 2010, the total number of Members who have paid their 2010 dues was 712 or 110% of our goal [650] for
the year. In addition, our membership increased by 122 or 21% from 590 in 2009. Thatʹs right — the membership goal
was not only met, it was exceeded in true Currahee style.

NOTE: October 31, 2010 was the cutoff
date for the payment of 2010 membership
dues. Any dues payments received after
that date will be counted as 2011 member‐
ship dues.
All Currahees – if you have a change of
address, telephone, email or other infor‐
mation PLEASE submit such changes
before March 31, 2011 in order for the
Association’s 2011 Roster to contain ac‐
curate information.

So with a new year comes a new challenge; can we reach a new goal of 800 dues Paying Members in 2011?
It’s in your hands; can you do it?
If any Dues Paying Member has not received their 2010 Membership Card or Association Roster, please contact me so
this can be rectified. I can be reached at Charlie35@si.rr.com or (646) 232‐6265.

Association Annual Members remember that January 31, 2011 is the time to pay your 2011 membership dues.
For all those who paid for a Five Year Membership, your next dues payment is not due until January of 2012 if you have
a 2007 – 2011 Membership; January 2013 if you have a 2008 – 2012 Membership; January 2014 if you have a 2009 – 2013
Membership; or January 2015 if you have a 2010 ‐ 2014 membership.
You can give a gift membership to help get a current or former 506th veteran involved in the Currahee community,
or thank a Currahee veteran for past service. Simply write GIFT on the appropriate Membership Dues Form.

Member Analysis by era

Dues Paying

Roster

Members

Database

. World War II ‐ Parachute Infantry (1942 ‐ 1945)

25

180

14%

. Camp Breckinridge / Fort Jackson ‐ Basic Training (1948 ‐ 1956)

3

22

14%

. Fort Campbell ‐ 1st Airborne Battle Group (1956 ‐ 1964)

62

266

23%

. Fort Campbell ‐ Airborne Infantry (1964 ‐ 1967)

21

280

8%

. Vietnam ‐ Airborne Infantry / Airmobile (1967 ‐ 1972)

439

2517

17%

. Fort Campbell ‐ 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1972 ‐ 1982)

24

102

24%

. South Korea ‐ 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1987 ‐ 2004)

39

355

11%

. Iraq ‐ 1st Battalion, Air Assault (2004 ‐ 2005

4

174

2%

. 4th Brigade Combat Team, 506th RCT ‐ Air Assault (2004+)

58

302

19%

. Associate Members

37

198

19%

712

4396

16%

TOTAL MEMBERS
21

Percent

Charitable contributions are the lifeblood of our service activities
The 506th Association would like to thank all of those
who contributed unrestricted general donations this
past year. These donations are used for operating ex‐
penses, publishing The Currahee! newsletter, and for
up‐front funds needed to purchase Quartermaster
items for resale. Unrestricted General Donations were
received from the following donors during the time
period November 21, 2009‐November 19, 2010.
BRONZE ($251 TO $500)
Joseph E. Huesing

ADVANCED ($100‐$250)
Walter Lukasavage
Edward J. Kovarnik
Terona Chivers
Thomas C. Diebold

BASIC (under $100)
Anthony L. Minicucci
Donald N. Speet
Robert D. Perkins
Keith L. Harold
Darrell G. Vaughn
Tex Howard
Douglas S. Turner
Robert T. Landis
Philip M. Poullada
COL(R) C. Warren Kiilehua
James Robert Grey
MAJ(R) Earl W. Kennedy
James E. OʹLaughlin
Jay D. Wetherby
COL(R) Dwain A. James
LTC(R) David S. Thurlow
Ronny L. Beesley
William J. Carmichael, Jr.
John A. Niesel
John J. Schimpf
Frederick A. Bahlau
COL(R) Jim H. McKinney
William J. Guarnere
LTC(R) Terry R. Montei
Henry A. Uglis, Jr.
Raymond Mike Womack
John A. Brown
COL(R) Gene H. Rafanelli
SFC(R) Miles L. Allen
Samuel C. Knipmeyer
Donald D. Gillespie, Jr.
COL(R) James S. Roach
Anthony T. Venuti, Jr.

The 506th Association would like to thank all those who
donated to our designated fund‐raising projects during
this past year. Fund donations were received from the
following donors during the time period November 21,
2009‐November 19, 2010

Currahee KIA
Memorial
GOLD (over $1,000)
Donald E. Thies

Gail K. Puckett
Isabelino Vazquez‐Rodriguez
MSG Henry R. Harlow
Brian T. Allen
Geoffrey J. McLaughlin
Charles D. Rivers
John R. von Almen
Robert L. Icenhour
Roger C. Wilgus
Robert J. Lewicki
Mary K. Yoe
Michael C. Trant
Homer Jack Sandlin, Jr.
Eugene W. Aune
Brice H. Bergesen
Jerry L. Derrick
Basil P. Rivera
John R. Donlin
Fred and Sabina May
Ronald R. Rami
Raul Cortez
Richard E. Drury
Roger L. Fox
Salvador L. Gonzalez
LTC(R) Winford C. Fowlkes
Sterling R. Chapman, Sr.
John K. Cripe
COL(R) Rick St. John
William F. Baker
Dennis W. Byrd
Larry R. Campbell
Emory S. King, Jr.
Franklin E. Gilbert, Jr.
Raymond J. Parker
Jerry A. Walden
Richard E. Dare
Eugene E. Gilbreath
Elmer Lee Bradford
Francisco L. Schmidt‐Torres
Ryan N. Curtis
Bill Hoffman
Eugene O. DeCourcey, Jr.

ADVANCED ($100—$250)
H. Riley and Jill Bock
Walter S. Duryea
Marcia and John O. Lally
Thomas J. Peacock
LTC Kim A. Chaney
Kenneth L. Powers
Raymond J. Bennett, III
Esme Evans
Hoyt Bruce Moore, III
William J. ʺWild Billʺ Guarnere and
Edward J. ʺBabeʺ Heffron
LTC(R) Donald F. Smith
William A. Kirn
James E. OʹLaughlin
Thomas D. Pegelow, Sr.
Gary R. Madsen
CW4(R) Richard L. Pullen
John R. Miller
Edward J. Kovarnik
Walter Lukasavage
BG(R) John R. Scales
Robert D. Tucker
LTC(R) Fredrick L. Spaulding
SFC(R) Randall N. Stutler
Bruce and Cindy Backberg
Richard L. White
Richard H. Thies
Ronald W. Faulkner
Michael M. Foreman

BASIC (under $100)
John L. Thomas
Richard H. Monks
Jerry Hales
Emory S. King, Jr.
MAJ(R) Gordon C. Johnson
Thomas J. Cox
Rankin and Janelle Patet
James E. Polzin
Dorothy A. McClung
MAJ Christopher M. Martinez
Thomas J. Bayless, II
Robert K. Williams
Lee Shackelford
David and Gretchen Olson
Susan J. Retzer
Debora Baud
Steven Bravo, Sr.
Perley A. Hall

Contributions to the 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Associa‐
tion are fully tax deductible. The Association has set up funds for vari‐
ous charitable purposes in support of the veterans and active duty
soldiers of the Regiment and their loved ones. All money collected goes
to the activities and purposes identified by the contributor.
The IRS has recognized the Association as a War Veterans Or‐
ganization under section 501(c)(19). Donors making contributions to
the Association can deduct such donations on their personal or corpo‐
rate tax filings.
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John A. Brown
MSG Henry R. Harlow
SSG(R) George O. Cooper, Jr.
SFC(R) Miles L. Allen
Mary Ann Novotny
Fred and Sabina May
SFC(R) Frank P. Sicari
COL(R) Edward D. Shames
John R. Collins

Scholarship Fund
SILVER ($501 TO $1,000):
Eugene L. Overton, Jr.
The NAVILLUS Foundation (Carol
and Lee J. Sullivan)

BRONZE ($251 TO $500):
After Hours Emergency Animal
Clinic of Hollywood FL (Ronald
M. Ridge)

ADVANCED ($100 TO $250):
1SG(R) Carl A.and Yong H. Graves
Marcia and John O. Lally
Edward J. Kovarnik
MAJ Ukiah C. Senti

BASIC (under $100)
John A. Brown
SFC(R) Miles L. Allen
Fred and Sabina May
SSG(R) George O. Cooper, Jr.

Widows, Orphans, and
Wounded Soldiers Fund
SILVER ($501 TO $1,000):
Mark L. Herman
Kenneth G. Johnson
Booz | Allen | Hamilton, Inc.

BRONZE ($251 TO $500):
Leonard C. Liebler
Sam Porgess
Peter and Carol Seitz
ADVANCED ($100 TO $250):
Walter Lukasavage
Robert T. Landis
Marcia and John O. Lally
C/2‐506th 1970‐1971 Veterans
Edward J. Kovarnik
Rolland A. Maxson, Jr.

BASIC (under $100):
Roland A. Belanger

Janice Dozier
COL(R) Michael E. Virgin
Stephen R. Jenne
Robert K. Williams
LTC(R) Robert B. Clemens
John A. Brown
MSG Henry R. Harlow
SSG(R) George O. Cooper, Jr.
SFC(R) Miles L. Allen
Fred and Sabina May

Currahee Packages
BRONZE ($251 TO $500):

The Saddest Duty

1SG(R) Carl A.and Yong H.
Graves

mental battle flags and pins to family members on behalf
of the Association and its members.
This was a challenging assignment with its mix of
emotions from the past and present pulling at us. But the
satisfaction of crossing generations of Currahees to pay
tribute to our current soldiers, and the opportunity to see
the genuine patriotic feelings of everyday Americans
made it very worthwhile. And the honor of representing
past and current Currahees will remain with us for a
long, long time.

ADVANCED ($100 TO
$250):
LTG(R) David E. Grange, Jr.
Edward J. Kovarnik
Kenneth E. Cumbow
BASIC (under $100):
Fred and Sabina May
LTC(R) William L. Schwartz
Lawrence J. Bowman
Roland A. Belanger
John A. Brown
SFC(R) Miles L. Allen
Donald E. Thies

Editor’s note: The experience of Roger Black and Gib Rossetter
is replicated each time members of the Association attend the
interment of another Currahee. The dedication, sensitivity and
compassion shown by all of the individuals who represent the
Association under these trying circumstances, like those who
visit our wounded at hospitals and rehabilitation facilities, re‐
flect well on all of us. Reports of these representatives at many
of the services and visits at hospitals can be found on the Asso‐
ciation website, www.506infantry.org .

Association Memberships and related
dues get Board action
At the Associationʹs General Membership Meeting
held on July 31, 2010 Treasurer Bruce Moore reported that
our general operating expenses were exceeding dues in‐
come and general donations; and that if this trend contin‐
ues we would be unable to provide our current level of
services within a few years. The Board of Directors met
after the General Meeting to discuss ways to reduce or cut
expenses where possible and to determine if a restructure
of our memberships and related dues were in order.
Of the money in our charitable funds, 100% of the
money goes for the charitable purpose. General operating
expenses must be covered by membership dues and by
the volunteers.
As you know, the Association has not increased its
dues since 2000 in spite of the rising cost of operating
expenses like postage and printing. We felt the nominal
increase was both overdue and well justified. After much
discussion the Board approved a restructure of Member‐
ships and related Dues as following:
Regular Membership with annual dues of $25.00
Regular 5 Year Membership with 5 Year dues of $115.00
Purple Heart Membership: Annual Membership with
dues of $10.00 or 5 Year Membership with dues of $40.00
[Note ‐ This Membership has not changed and is only being
offered to active‐duty Purple Heart Recipients.]
Members with an email address must then decide if they
want solely a Company Roster or Era that they served in
506th, or a Roster of all Eras of the Regiment. Members
without an email address will no longer receive a Roster
of all Eras of the Regiment but will received solely a Com‐
pany Roster or Era that they served in the 506th.
This change to Membership and Dues was effective as
of November 1, 2010. Any new or renewal Association
Dues received on or after this date will be counted as
prepaid dues for 2011.

Continued from p.5)

KIA Memorial Update
John Lally, Board Member and Newsletter Editor
A Co. 1/506th INF—Vietnam 1970‐71
It’s been about three years since the former 506th com‐
mander, COL Pete Johnson, kicked off the project to cre‐
ate the first monument on American soil to Currahee
soldiers killed in action since 1944. The 506th Association
worked closely with the regiment to publicize and fund‐
raise for the memorial. The combination of money and
in‐kind contributions allowed the memorial plaza and
monuments to be dedicated in November, 2009. But the
critical amount money to finish the engraving of names
and the long‐term maintenance of the site was still a long
way away.
Then, at our Harrisburg reunion, it was announced
that through an act of incredible generosity, a donor who
desired to remain anonymous had donated $40,000 to
complete the memorial, and another $60,000 to the Wid‐
ows, Orphans and Wounded Soldiers (WOWS) Fund.
The Army is now in the process of letting out the con‐
tracts for engraving the names of World War II and Viet‐
nam KIAs onto the backs of the war monuments.
The contribution and the completion of the engraving
will mark the conclusion of the design and construction
phase of this highly successful project. We will continue
to solicit fund for site landscaping and ongoing mainte‐
nance for the monument.
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Veterans support active duty counterparts
John Lally, Board Member and Newsletter Editor
A Co. 1/506th Inf ‐ Vietnam 1970‐71
Fred May doesn’t look much like Santa Claus, but
somewhere in his genes must be a chromosome that in‐
spires him to collect, pack and mail packages to good little
boys in A Company, 1/506th in Afghanistan.
Fred, a platoon leader and company XO of Alpha
Company in Vietnam in 1970‐71,
is a member of the 506th Associa‐
tion’s Board of Directors and
chair of several of the organiza‐
tion’s charitable committees. But
that wasn’t enough for Fred.
Although this is not an Asso‐
ciation‐sponsored activity, it
springs from our experience with
the Iraq deployment.
A few years ago, the Associa‐
tion sent packages of goodies to
CPT Al LeMaire
soldiers of the regiment in the Iraq
conflict. The expansion of the 506th family to include
other units of the 4th Brigade Combat Team in redeploy‐
ment, coupled with the decline in the economy, forced the
Association to stop this particular activity. A total of 5
tons of goodies were sent to Iraq before the project ended.
The current version of the Association Packages and Mo‐
rale Fund focuses on support at the Brigade level.
But the need for helping individual soldiers is still
there, so earlier this fall
Fred sent an email to all the
known Alpha veterans from
Vietnam asking for dona‐
tions to continue the Pack‐
ages program just for the
current Alpha company
soldiers in Afghanistan.
(They call themselves “Able
Company” in homage to
the original Currahees of
WWII A Company.)
The response from the
veterans of A company was
Fred May and his packages. This
overwhelming. Over
picture was taken during the 2005
$5,800 in contributions
Packages project for troops in Iraq.
came pouring in from doz‐
ens of veterans, nearly half of them Association members
as well, in a matter of weeks. The amounts range from
large to small, but they represent an outpouring of sup‐
port for our soldiers fighting today in Afghanistan. Fred
begs or buys the supplies, packages them in one of his
spare bedrooms, and sends them off to Afghanistan as
quickly as they are assembled.
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What do our soldiers think of this support? They
deeply appreciate the way the veterans stand by them.
Consider this email from CPT Al LeMaire, the current
Alpha/Able company commander:
“I just want to say thank you from the men of A Co.
We received our Yusof Khel package about 6 days ago
and our Yahya Khel package came in yesterday...It is
great to have your support...we [have] your photos hang‐
ing in our wall. We are getting ready for Thanksgiving,
and then we will continue to chase the Taliban out of our
area as the weather gets colder.”
Al included this photo of the company posed in
front of a reproduction of the “Ass‐Kicking Alpha” sign
that adorned the entrance to the company area at Camp
Evans, RVN 40 years ago.
The packages Fred puts together and sends to the two
A Company locations – so far, over 241 pounds worth –
include some necessities and conveniences, and a few
luxuries.

Alpha/Able Company
Examples of items in demand are:
Moisture wicking, wool blend, boot length sox
Waterless, disposable, single use tooth brushes with
paste (for use on patrol)
Small note pads and pens
Beef Jerky, Cereal bars and other individually
wrapped snacks that can be eaten on the go.
Chemical hand and foot warmers
Chap stick
Dan “Bulldozer” Nightingale, one of the Vietnam Alpha
veterans (and an Association member) put his reasons for
contributing, looking back to how important the “CARE”
packages were to the soldiers in that conflict: “Remember
the little things from Home? Skip a lunch and send $5 to
LT... just one lunch.”
Contributions continue to come in, and Fred continues
to package and mail the goodies to our guys in Afghani‐
stan. His deliveries are just on a somewhat more limited
(Continued on p. 26)

The Writers’ Block
We celebrate successful musicians, artists and writers among the Currahees. Each issue, we will try to find and publish essays,
cartoons, drawings and poems written by Currahees, active duty or veteran. If you are willing to share your creations with other
Currahees, email newsletter editor John Lally at <johnlally@comcast.net>. The editorial board will decide which submissions will be
published. The only requirements are that they are original, they arise from your Currahee experience and there are no legal or fi‐
nancial restrictions on publication. We will honor requests to keep the identities of contributors confidential if requested.
though he had no clue what I was thinking about.
Immediately a severe gust of wind in my face.
Then a snag with the whip lash of a mace.
I open my eyes to a blast of light,
and thousands of spots
scattered in white.
Bullets tear through my canopy.
I honestly thought the next one could be me.
Closer and closer to the ground I come.
I prepare myself to unhook and run.
My feet touch the grass
and I start to haul ass.
Bullets whiz past my ear
and I see my superior lying near.
I ask for orders
and with a raspy voice he says
Take out those mortars.
I do as he says
and run into their foxhole.
Spray a couple rounds and Iʹve succeeded my goal.

Lee Harrity Lopez, a young friend of Ken Johnson (the H Co,
3‐506th PIR WWII Currahee who attended the 2010 Harris‐
burg reunion) wrote a poem for “SGT Kenneth Johnson” as a
way of saying “Thank You.”

Last Farewell to Peace
June 6, 1944
Dear Family,
Soaring high
in the sky
A‐A blasts passing by.
Gaining altitude before our drop.
And right outside I hear a pop.
Our starboard engine just sputtered a bit,
It most likely sustained a hit
As we sat and waited,
Boy that green light we anticipated.
Get ready!
Stand up!
Hook up!
Equipment check!
Sound off for equipment check!
Ten okay!
Nine okay!
Eight okay!
Seven okay!
Six okay!
Five okay!
Four okay!
Three okay!
Two okay!
One okay!
As red turned to green
I felt the plane lean.
We all toppled over,
head over heels.
Go! Go! Go!
A young boy squeals.
Out the plane went Two, then Three, then Four, Five and
Six.
And there I stand,
gazing through the passageway to hell.
Right then and there,
I whisper my last farewell.
A hand on my back forces me out,

Canʹt talk right now,
though I love you all so much.
But if I survive this morning,
Iʹll send this one by lunch...

Christmas 1970
Gaily wrapped packages,
packages from home
overwhelm the drab greens and tans
of our surroundings.
Forced smiles and brave laughter,
urgent toasts and hopeful plans
compete with subdued reminiscences of the fallen.
Cameras and canned joy compete
with half‐remembered carols for attention.
Moist eyes and dry throats are ignored
by unspoken compact
as we struggle to set aside loneliness and fear.
And a prayer – heartfelt and passionate –
for peace on earth and goodwill for all.
Amen.
Author withheld by request
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Searching for Heroes

I know there are others out there and I will continue
searching, maybe someone who might have pictures.
The Vietnam Veteran has a special place in my heart and
I consider them all heroes, especially the grunt. I was a
Sergeant for 3 years (1970‐1973), an Army Intelligence
Agent. I was told I would be going to Vietnam, but was
sent to Korea instead. That made my parents happy, but
not me.

(from page 6)

soldier who knew Lyle but was back in the States at the
time of his death. He thought he had some pictures of
Lyle, but as it turned out, he had a photo album stolen
from his locker and those pictures must have been in that
album. I also received a phone call from a medic who was
also back in the States. We started an email dialogue that
has continued to this day. Around Christmas of 2004, I
received another email out of the blue. This was from a
soldier who lived in California and was in the 2nd Battal‐
ion and the same base camp as Lyle, Camp Evans. The
soldier had been with Lyle in basic and AIT. Just by luck
they would be reunited in Vietnam. Lyle’s death had
taken a toll on him over the years. In the Fall of 2005, this
California soldier and his wife drove to Minnesota and
stayed with us for a few days. It was good for both of us.

Many people were hurt by Lyle’s death. We will all
remember his sacrifice. Lyle Schroeder i not just a name
on a Wall. He was a very real person at a very sad time.
Perry J. Schroeder
33655 725th Ave
St. James, MN 56081
507‐375‐4455
perryjs@rconnect.com

The one thing that had bothered me over the years is
that our family did not hear from anyone who was with
Lyle when he died. I guess I just wanted to know that he
was not alone when his last breath was taken. I knew
what kind of a person Lyle was, a person that if you ever
got to know, you would never forget.

Vets support active duty

(from page 24)

distribution list. than Santa — just the “Ass‐Kickers” of
Alpha/Able company — and more conventional delivery
method,.
Editor’s Note: Several other veterans have started similar
“adoption” programs for their modern‐day counterparts.
Gene Overton is doing this for C/1‐506th, while Cal Kato and
the C/2‐506th Vietnam veterans are doing this for the C/2‐
506th active duty soldiers. If you know of other Currahee vet‐
erans who are doing this for active duty Currahees, please let
me know so they can be recognized in the next newsletter.

About 1 ½ years ago, I received a phone call from a
soldier in South Carolina who was with Lyle when he
died. This was a real shock to say the least. The 506th
Website again was the instrument of communication. We
continue to talk frequently. I have received other notes
and encouragement from those who have seen my mes‐
sages on the 506th Website. The daughter of one Okla‐
homa soldier who had passed away recently, saw my note
and we now have correspondence. I was able to send her
a couple of pictures of her Dad. I also received a phone
call from the Lieutenant I had been trying to find. I sent
him some pictures of himself and others.

Trying to locate
From Mike Pollock:
I would like to contact anyone/everyone from A Com‐
pany, 1st Battalion, 506th PIR from World War II for his‐
torical research, especially anyone who knew T/5 John J.
Molnar. Please eMail me at ironmikepol@comcast.net or
drop me a line at 100 Gary Lane, Indiana, PA 15701 or call
me at 724‐464‐0696. I will call you back at my expense if
you call. Thank you.

In December of 2008, I received another email out of
the blue. This one was from Platoon Sergeant David Can‐
ter. After all these years, Dave had started his search for
Lyle’s family. Dave found the 506th Website and my note.
I received 2 pictures of Lyle and pictures of others. Dave
was with Lyle when he died. Lyle was Dave’s RTO.
Dave also was the guy who packed away Lyle’s personal
items. That mystery has now been solved. Dave has also
corresponded with Lyle’s 2 girls, who were quite young
when he died. Thank you Staff Sergeant Canter.

Looking For
The History Channel plans to produce a new documen‐
tary titled Vietnam in HD and they are looking for Viet‐
nam era footage, both 8mm and 16mm shot in Vietnam as
well as on the home front. The project is being put to‐
gether by Lou Reda Productions, who produced the
World War II in HD documentary and many other History
Channel programs. Anyone who has footage can contact
info@louredaproductions.com for details. You can also
check the www.louredaproductions.com web site for ad‐
ditional information.

So what is the point of this letter? The point is that I
will be forever grateful to those who maintain the 506th
Website, those who take the time and effort in keeping the
506th Association up and running. Although I am not a
“Brother“, the Association has treated me as one, espe‐
cially Eugene Overton who has provided me with encour‐
agement and understanding. Thank you Gene.
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President’s message

Currahee Commander

(Cont’d from page 2)

ment of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and provide
better security for the local population. In support of the
combined missions, Currahees were able to plan and
complete our largest air assault mission to date.
Prior to moving to their winter safe havens in Paki‐
stan, insurgents attacked one of our combat outposts. The
Currahees valiantly and successfully defended the com‐
bat outpost against the complex attack. Our Soldiers
pushed back the enemy using small arms fire, indirect
fire, attack weapon teams and close‐air support. When
the smoke had cleared, it was discovered that our Curra‐
hees had eliminated nearly 100 insurgents. The successful
defense during the complex attack further codifies the
Currahees’ purpose in Afghanistan.
With the exuberant pride I feel for our Currahees and
the work they have completed, I can never overlook our
other diligent Currahees, our Veteran brothers and sis‐
ters. Everything that Currahees have become and the
traditions that we honor, have been built on the legen‐
dary foundation of great sacrifices from fellow Soldiers in
WWII, the Vietnam war, Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom. There are no words to
adequately describe the gratitude we feel for what our
Veterans have accomplished and the support they pro‐
vide for our Families while we are away. Though we
may have forged through battles separately, we forever
hold a comradeship like no other.
Thank you for your continuous love and support to
our Soldiers.

later our friends in England still appreciate our troops.
Thank you Lee!
I also had the honor of meeting and talking with
Robin Sink McClellan in Indianapolis in August. Her
father, COL Robert Sink, was the first commander of the
506th. What a wonderful lady and historian of the 506th.
I didn’t realize just how much she is involved with the
WWII 506th veterans. Thank you Robin for all you do. I
hope you remain a major asset to the 506th Currahees for
a long time.
To all the soldiers whatever your rank: we deeply
appreciate your efforts and commitment. You’ve done a
fantastic job and should be very proud of your accom‐
plishments. Thanks to the Rear Detachment Com‐
mander, MAJ Bradd Schultz, for all his staffs work and
efforts during this deployment. Thank you to the fami‐
lies and volunteers. You all are needed so much.
The coming year presents a lot of new challenges,
new opportunities and new commitments. Our troops
will return home in late summer. Hopefully the 2nd Cur‐
rahee Rendezvous will be a time of reflection, apprecia‐
tion and celebration for our fine men, women, families
and veterans of the 4th brigade. Keep your late summer
and fall schedules open as we need to gather in force to
welcome our troop’s return home! Thank you all for
your support these past 3 years.
Currahee!
Donald E. Thies, President
B Company, 2/ 506th Infantry
Vietnam 1970/71

Letters

(Cont’d from page 2)

COL Sean Jenkins
Commanding Officer
4th Brigade Combat Team

(from page 9)

It was just a cool sight. I wish you could have seen
this. After I walked away from the parade, I went into
my Hotel and asked the young man at the desk if they
did this every year and he said yes. He went onto say
that there has been talk about only doing this every 5
years or so but he is not sure what the Dutch council will
decide to do. I told him that I hope they continue to do it
each year, it’s very powerful and you can tell that people
remember. While discussing this topic with the people at
the front desk I could quickly tell that they were taught
well, and were educated early on about every detail of
what went on right here during WWII. They were telling
me details about where and what took place, specific
dates and how important this day was for their people.

As I came up to my room after that experience, I
thought to myself, that is exactly what we are missing
back in America. We forgot what we are fighting for. If
you could only see the faces of the men (war veterans)
that I saw tonight and how respectful the dads, moms
and kids were to all the people that took place in the
parade honoring the importance of endeavor I think you
would walk away with this same impression. It made
me proud.
Sorry for rambling on, I just wish you could have been
here to see this. I think that you would have enjoyed it.
Todd
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