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Currahees go back to war — 4th BCT prepares for redeployment to Afghanistan, and
The 506th Association will be standing by to help
Gene Overton, Membership Chair
C Co, 1/506—Vietnam, 1967-68

Fred May, Active Duty Liaison
A Co., 1/506-Vietnam, 1970-71

and

On November 30, 2012. the Department of Defense
identified the 4th Brigade Combat Team of the 101st
Airborne division—our Currahees — as one of three
major units to be deployed in the upcoming rotation of
forces operating in Afghanistan.
On Thursday, April 11th, 2013, the 4th Brigade
Combat Team (506th Infantry Regiment) will be conducting a Brigade Colors Casing Ceremony as the Regiment prepares to return to combat in Afghanistan for
the third time. All Currahees veterans are invited to
attend any of the ceremonies.
“Casing” of the colors is a centuries-old ceremony
that involves placing the units’ flags in a protective case
in the care of the Sergeant Major. It symbolizes closing
a unit or facility down, in this case to transfer its direct
command to the war zone.
That same day, the Brigade will also conduct a Distinguished Member of the Regiment (DMOR) / Honorary Member of the Regiment (HMOR) Induction Ceremony, at which time DMOR / HMOR recipients will be
presented with their award. This will be then be followed by a No-Host Luncheon for all DMOR recipients
and other guests who may also attend.
The final schedule for all these events at Fort Campbell was not completed as of press time, but here’s what
is known about the three major events:
(1) Color Casing Ceremony - Location not yet determined, time probably in the morning.

(2) DMOR Ceremony - Currahee Memorial (next to
BDE HQ, building 7078)
(3) Luncheon will be at the DFAC (building 7048)
The locations of these facilities and adjacent parking can be found on the “Currahee Footprint” map on
the 506th Association’s website home page.
4th BCT Deputy
Commander, LTC
Lance Oskey has issued a call for nominations for Distinguished Member of
the Regiment (DMoR)
and Honorary Member of the Regiment
(HMoR).
This is an opportunity for you to honor
someone you know
who has gone above
CO, LTC Donn Hill and CSM
and beyond the call of
Christopher Menton of 2/506
duty in serving with
case the Colors before the bat- the Regiment or suptalion's second deployment to porting the Regiment.
Afghanistan, in August 2010.
If you believe you
know a person who is
deserving of such an honor, go to the Association
website home page and click on the links in the
Continued on page 9
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Messages from the President . . .
Bob Seitz Association President
C Company, 2/506th – Vietnam 1970-71

COL Val Keaveny, Commanding Officer
4th Brigade Combat Team (Currahee), 101st ABN (AASLT)

Currahee Brothers,
In our July 2012 Currahee! Newsletter, I mentioned our plans for mentoring assistance to our younger Currahee
veterans as they leave the Army for
civilian profession careers. We are establishing a Currahee Mentoring and
Networking Database that will be located on the 506th Association website
under the Contactiing Currahees tab.
The older Currahees in the Association are nearing retirement, if not already retired, and genuinely desire to
help younger Currahees as they seek their new civilian
professional careers (law enforcement, education/ teaching, first responders, government service, private businesses, etc). Many of these career fields may be the choice
of younger Currahees, and the older Currahees want to
share their experiences, knowledge and networking to
get the younger Currahees veterans off to a good start.
On page 4 in this newsletter, there is an article on how
older Currahees may volunteer to be a mentor and how
younger Currahees may use this database to assist them
in their new careers.
A major priority of our Currahee Association is our
continued support for the 506th Regiment and the 4th
BCT as they prepare for their next deployment. If things
proceed as expected this coming Spring 2013, the soldiers of the Currahee Regiment will depart for Afghanistan. At the departure ceremony on April 11, we will
give each company size unit a Currahee battle flag to
take with them on this deployment. The leadership of
your Currahee Association is working very closely with
Colonel Keaveny and his commanders to ensure we provide maximum support for the Currahee soldiers and
their families during this upcoming deployment. Our
Association will remain in steady contact with the 506th
Regiment Rear Detachment, and of course should any
wounded soldiers be medevaced, we have hospital support teams at all major military hospitals to assist the
WIA and their families during their recoveries.
Over the past few months, I have had several opportunities to observe field training for both 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 506th Regiment. This included both company and platoon level live fire exercises, both day and
night, in tough terrain, with major emphasis on the battle
drills for actions on contact. We all should be very proud
of our younger Currahees; they are absolutely out-

Happy New Year to the Currahee Nation…soldiers, veterans,
families, and supporters!
It is a distinct pleasure to serve
with our Nation’s finest….Currahee says it all. We all
share and continue to build upon
a proud, 70-year tradition of excellence. With the end of 2012,
we close out another great chapter and welcome in 2013
with great optimism.
As you know, the Department of Defense formally announced in early December that the Currahees will deploy to Afghanistan in the spring of 2013. The soldiers of
the 4th Brigade Combat Team are disciplined, trained, fit,
and fully prepared to execute the mission on behalf of our
nation. Of course, we stand ready with the solid backing
of the entire Currahee Nation, including our families, veterans, and supporters.
2012 provided countless opportunities to sharpen our
individual, leader, and collective skills and proved to be a
tremendous year of preparation for our upcoming deployment. Currahees hit the ground running in early
2012 by aggressively training the soldiers, squads, platoons, and companies to tackle a series of progressively
more difficult live fire and force-on-force exercises. The
brigade’s culminating exercise for 2012 was Eagle Flight
III. This multi-echelon, full spectrum, training event
stressed each of the companies through a series of exercises, including indirect and direct fire integration exercises; company day and night live-fire exercises; a patrol
focused on leader meeting engagements, host nation force
partnership, and improvised explosive device identification and defeat; logistic patrol live fires; and air assaults.
The companies finished the grueling, non-stop, six-day
exercise with the night-time defense of a combat outpost.
Headquarters and staffs enhanced their skills through the
Counterinsurgency Academy, a Brigade Warfighter Exercise, the JRTC Leader Training Program, and several
other leader development programs. All of the training
in 2012 prepared the Currahees for our upcoming rotation to the Joint Readiness Training Center at Fort Polk in
January of 2013. I am confident that we will validate our
readiness and further refine our preparation for deployment.

Continued on p. 30

Continued on p. 19
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Many people contribute to our charitable funds. This is
wonderful, but 100% of the money contributed to a fund
is used for that fund’s stated purpose. All of our programs are run by volunteers without pay or expense accounts, or reimbursement of any costs they incur.
Those costs that we do have to cover – like planning
and holding reunions, $4,000 for this printing of the
newsletter, or postage for all of our mailings – have to be
covered by dues. But of the almost 5,000 Currahee veterans on our roster, less that 800 pay dues each year. That
number is about double what we had just six years ago,
but it is not enough to maintain our current operation. We
have intentionally kept dues low to make it possible for
all Currahees to participate regardless of their economic
situation. Raising the dues in tough economic times isn’t
the answer – getting more of the Currahee community on
board with us is the best way to go.
If you read the newsletters, use our website, attend
events, or simply use us to stay in touch with old
friends, we ask you to help in these ways.
1. Join our ranks as dues-paying members…and encourage others to do the same.
2. Check with organizations where you work, shop
or invest to see if they match gifts, make grants or
adopt charities; we can follow up on any leads.
3. Make a tax-deductible contribution to our operations fund so we can continue to serve veterans,
soldiers and their families.
4. Volunteer (yes, that word!) your time and expertise to help on critical projects like membership,
fundraising and website redesign and conversion.
Please help us ensure that this very special organization continues to flourish and serve Currahees of all generations for years to come.

WE WANT NEED YOU…
IN THE 506TH ASSOCIATION
Membership matters
John Lally, Chairman of the Board
A Co. 1/506th Vietnam 1970-71
January is here again, and once again the board of
directors is struggling with a persistent problem: how to
convince more of our Currahee veterans to pay $25 a year
to become dues-paying members of the Association. It is
these members who enable us to keep this organization
going and keep delivering our services.

2013
Important

January 31

March 31

Cutoff date for including new/updated information into the 2013 Association Roster
Expiration date for all Association memberships that have not been renewed for 2013
Target date for sending 2013 Membership Cards and Rosters to those
who have paid their 2013 membership dues.

Dates
For

Target date for paying 2013 Association Dues

May 15

Rosters are sent via eMail to those for whom the Association has a valid
eMail address; via US Mail if no eMail address is available.
Membership Cards are sent via US Mail.

Currahee

July 15

Members
October 31

Target date for sending the summer issue of The Currahee! newsletter
to those who have paid their 2013 membership dues (via eMail to
those for whom the Association has a valid eMail address; via US Mail
if no eMail address is available).
New or renewal Association Dues received after this date will be
counted as prepaid dues for 2014.
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Currahee Mentoring Program

Currahee! Reader Survey

Bob Seitz Association President
C Company, 2/506th – Vietnam 1970-71

John Lally, Chairman of the Board
A Company, 2/506th – Vietnam 1970-71

The Currahee Association is establishing a Mentoring
and Networking Database to assist younger Currahees
leaving the Army. This database will be located on the
Currahee Association website by clicking the tab for
Contacting Currahees on our home page at
www.506infantry.org.

In the July issue of the newsletter I mentioned that we
planned on giving all of you who would like to do so a
chance to give us a piece of your mind by means of surveys
of various kinds.
The first of these is a brief (8 question) web-based survey of reader comments and suggestions about this, your
Currahee! Newsletter. This should provide us with some
very useful feedback about this publication. The survey is
completely anonymous (unless you want to share your
email address).

The older Currahee veterans in the Association are
nearing retirement, if not already retired. These older
Currahees want to reach out to younger Currahees as
they leave the Army and assist them with their new civilian professional careers. The older Currahees have had a
wide range of professional careers ….law enforcement
(federal, state, local), education and teaching
(universities, colleges, high schools, trade schools, etc),
first responders (fire fighters, police, emergency planners,
etc), government service (federal, state, local), and a wide
range of businesses ( construction, trucking, technology,
engineering, sales, marketing, management etc.).

The survey URL which you should enter on your
browser’s command line,
ihttps://adobeformscentral.com/?f=faHGV3Fhqwpp5BYPVYtdA
If typing such gibberish isn’t quite your cup of tea, you
can click on an active link to this survey that will be placed
on the home page of the Association website,
www.506infantry.org. The survey will open in a new window. Fill out as much of the it as you care to, then click
Submit to send it to us — that’s all there is to it. The survey
will be open for comments until at least the end of February.

Many of these and other professions may be the
choice of younger Currahees, and the older Currahees
want to share their experiences and networking to get the
younger Currahees off to a good start, transferring our
knowledge and helping them to understand the expectations of their newly chosen professions.
1.

2.

You can also download an Adobe .pdf file from the
website, fill it out by hand or computer and then mail the
completed survey to me.

If you are an older Currahee and wish to have your
name and professional area entered into this database to assist younger Currahees, please send an
email to Bob Seitz at bobseitz1@verizon.net. Bob will
review your information and pass it on for inclusion
on the website. Please include your name, your home
state, your phone number or email, and your professional career service area.

Please take this opportunity to share your
thoughts with us. Every survey will be read, and the results conveyed to the Board of Directors.

To those younger Currahees wishing to use this mentoring networking database, please contact directly
the Currahee with the professional career background that might interest you.

Please feel free to reach to more than one older Currahee if you have interest in more than one professional
career area. When you call and make contact, ask the
older Currahee about his professional education, how he
got started in his profession, what continuing education
was needed throughout his career, what were some of
challenges and how did they handle these.

ple

Exam

Please know that the Currahee mentors genuinely
want to help you get started and are willing to work with
you and assist as needed as you progress in your own
career.
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$3,000 in college scholarships to
be offered for 2013
Fred May, Scholarship Committee Chairman
The Association is now accepting applications for our
2013 College Scholarships. The 506th Airborne Infantry
Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault) Scholarship program was established by SFC(R) Joseph F. Foster,
Jr. (HHC, 2nd BN, 1969-1970) and SSG(R) Melissa D.
Snock. The three awards in the program are now funded
by the 506th Association members and friends of the Association. Our 2013 scholarship awards continue to be
triple that of 2010 thanks, in part, to the generosity of
Gene Overton and Carol Sullivan. Both Gene and Carol
have agreed to fund named awards within our scholarship program. Each award will be for $1,000.
The NAVILLUS Foundation Award. is given by a
family foundation that was headed by Lee and Carol Sullivan. Lee is now deceased, and Carol has decided to continue funding this scholarship in order to honor Lee and
the men who served in his Company. This award is dedicated to Lee Sullivan and the members of B Company, 1st
Battalion, 506th Infantry who served in the Republic of
Vietnam during 1969 and 1970.
The Gene and Marilyn Overton Award. Gene Overton served in C Company, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry at
Fort Campbell and the Republic of Vietnam from 1967 to
1968. Gene is also the co-founder of the 506th Association
and he, along with his wife Marilyn, have donated untold
time, energy, and money to further the goals of the Association. This award is dedicated to all who served with C
Company from 1967 to 1968.
Our third scholarship award is the Currahee Award,
funded by contributions to the Scholarship Fund by members and friends of the Association.
Requirements for all awards:

4.

5.

For all of these scholarships the deadline for receipt of
applications is 30 April 2013.
6.

1. Purpose:
To provide financial aid to students attending undergraduate or graduate programs at colleges and universities in the United States of America.
2. Eligibility Requirements:
The applicant must be accepted by or already attending the Institution to which this scholarship money
will be sent.
3. Application Procedure:
a. No formal application form is used, but be sure the
application letter includes the following information:

7.

i. Applicant's Name
ii. Postal Address
iii. eMail Address
iv. Telephone Number
b. The application shall consist of a typed letter in
which the applicant will discuss the following subjects:
i. Personal achievements
ii. Career objectives
iii. Any other subject the applicant considers
relevant
c. The application and documentation shall be mailed
between January 1 and April 30 to:
506th Scholarship Committee
c/o Alfred May
30 Sweetman Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480-2933
Required Documentation:
a. Some form of written proof of paragraph 2a or a
written statement explaining why such proof cannot be obtained. Do not send original documents, as
they cannot be returned. Photocopies of these documents will be accepted.
b. A High School Transcript if the applicant has not
completed one year of College. If the applicant has
completed one year of College, a College Transcript
is required in lieu of a High School Transcript.
c. Some form of written proof of paragraph 2b.
Helpful, but not required, documentation:
a. A photocopy of the applicant's Student Aid Report
(SAR), containing the Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) number.
b. A photo copy of the Financial Aid Package Letter
from the Institution the applicant will attend.
c. A statement from the applicant, detailing how family income or circumstances has kept the applicant
from receiving other scholarship, grant, or loan
funds.
d. Other information the applicant considers relevant.
Criteria used for awarding the 506th Infantry Scholarship:
a. Overall academic excellence of the applicant
b. Financial need
c. Quality of the Institution the applicant has chosen
to attend
Timing and amount of scholarship:
a. The amount of money awarded will be decided by
the Scholarship Committee and published at the
same time as the call for Scholarship Applications.
b. A Scholarship will not be offered in any year during
which the majority of the Scholarship Committee
Continued on page 27
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Events of Interest to Currahees
NOTE: The appearance of an announcement does not constitute endorsement by the 506th Association; nor does the 506th Association exercise any control over activities at these events.

Dates

Event

February13-16, 2013

101st Association Snowbird Reunion in Tampa, FL:

- Reunion Headquarters: The Doubletree Hotel Westshore
- additional information at www.screamingeagle.org/ClientSites/
April 3, 2013

5th Annual Welcome Home Vietnam Vets Celebration in Whittier, CA

- Location: California High School
- Time: 11 am — 4:30 pm
- Additional Information at http://whvv.org
April 6, 2013
Premiere of the Temple University 90-minute documentary in Philadelphia, PA: The Ghosts of Ripcord
- Hotel Accommodations: Residence Inn, Mount Laurel, NJ
- Bus trip to the 7:30pm premiere at the National Constitution Center
- RSVP required
- additional information at http://www.ripcordassociation.com
June 19-22, 2013

Charlie Company (2nd BN) Vietnam Veteran Military Reunion

in Branson, MO:
- Reunion Headquarters: Dutton Inn
- Contact: Robert Lister (eMail: boblister101@yahoo.com; phone: 440-624-4209)
June 19-23, 2013

18th Annual 3-506th 1967-1971 Stand Alone Currahee Reunion

in Indianapolis, IN:
- Reunion Headquarters: Indianapolis Marriott East
- additional information at http://www.currahee3-506.org/forum/
forumposts.asp?TID=478&PN=1
July 12-14, 2013

Alpha Company, 1-506th 1967-1971 Vietnam Veterans Stand Down in Topeka, KS:

- additional information TBA
- Contacts: Beth and Ed Krohe (eMail: emkrohe@casscomm.com; phone: 217-323-5089)
- NOTE: a notification letter was sent, via US Mail, in September 2012; contact Beth
Krohe if you served in A Co, 1-506th in Vietnam and did NOT receive one of these letters.
- Registration packets will be sent in early 2013 via US Mail.
- 2013 Stand Down T-Shirts will be available for pre-order/purchase.
August 14-17, 2013

68th Annual 101st Association Reunion in Portland, OR:

- Reunion Headquarters: Red Lion Hotel on the River
- additional information forthcoming
October 9-12, 2013

2013 FSB Ripcord Association Reunion in Myrtle Beach, SC:

- Reunion Headquarters: Sands Ocean Club Resort
- additional information TBA
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FIVE-O-SINK Newsletter to transition
to The Currahee!

Association reunions and reported on company gatherings. Sinkmen sent letters and wartime stories. Upon
receiving his spring 1978 issue, General Maxwell Taylor
wrote a letter of thanks, saying “it pays tribute to one of
the ablest troop leaders our Army produced in WW II.”

Robin Sink McClelland
Editor’s Note: Robin Sink McClelland is the daughter of Col.
Robert F. Sink, Commanding 506 PIR. Joe Beyrle awarded
Robin a lifetime membership in the 101st ABN Division Association. Robin is the author of Col. Bob, an article about her
father’s career, published in the Band of Brothers’ Special Issue
of WW II Magazine. She currently
serves as President of the Board of
Trustees for Camp Toccoa @ Currahee.

Over the years, George facilitated the occasional disagreement or clarification of “what really happened”
during the war. Saying, “It’s getting thin out there,” he
reported losses with regret.
In 2000, I was urged by Joe Beyrle to resume publication of the FIVE-O-SINK. The regiment was making
news again due to the release of Band of Brothers on HBO.
We promoted reunions, events, and acknowledged
memoirs, related books, and DVDs. The newsletter rallied around moving the Aldbourne stables to Toccoa.
Last year four WW II 506th men inducted as Distinguished Men of the Regiment (DMOR) appeared on the
cover.

In February 1998, George
Vanderslice (B Co) wrote FINAL
COPY in large print on the cover
of the FIVE-O-SINK newsletter.
On the back, George advised
readers not to send any more
money since he would be closing
the bank account – assuring
Robin Sink McClelland
those who failed to follow instructions that he would deposit any money received in
his own account.

From its inception, the FIVE-O-SINK has been sustained by contributions - from $5.06 to $101.00. There is
enough money on hand to publish one more issue. With
the thinning of the ranks, fewer stories, and less financial
support, once again it’s time to announce: FINAL COPY.
In early 2013, after publishing a retrospective issue of
the FIVE-O-SINK, I will make the transition to a dedicated page in the Currahee! Newsletter. If you have information of interest about or for the surviving WWII
Currahees, their families and friends, drop me a line at
robinsink@comcast.net

The FIVE-O-SINK, first published in 1976, followed a
tradition of regimental newsletters begun in 1943 with the
PARA-DICE and end-of-war Paradice Press. George
started the newsletter with George Rosie (HQ 3rd), Nick
Cortese (F Co); Bill Guarnere (E Co), and Jack Agnew
(RHQ) soon joined forces. Early issues promoted 101 st

Quartermaster’s Notes

Check out our website regularly for new items and
for sale or clearance items. For example, right now we
are having a big sale on tee-shirts in several styles and
colors. The order form is on page 18.
A new and popular item is a series of high quality art
prints. These are low-gloss prints made from original
paintings by Bill Galbraith (I/HQ, 3rd BN, 506th PIR,
1942-1945). ALL profits from the sale of these Prints are
donated to the Widows, Orphans & Wounded Soldiers
Fund. These can be purchased on the order form on
page 15 of this newsletter.
I’m always looking for new items for Currahees
everywhere, so use your creativity. If you have a suggestion for a new product or design, let me know. If you
want custom tee-shirts or other mementos for your company reunion, let’s talk.
My email is rlhelwig@verizon.net. Ruth and I will be
waiting for your order.

Ron Helwig, Quartermaster
B Co., Ist ABN Group. 1960-62
The year 2012 was a good year for the 506th Association’s Quartermaster operation. I thank you all for your
support and creativity and wish you all a very happy
and prosperous new year as well.
One important piece of news...I am taking orders for
delivery to Fort Campbell in April for the Casing of the
Colors and DMOR/HMOR ceremonies there, with a wide
selection of good things to buy, both familiar and new. If
you are going to be in attendance and want to pre-order
specific items from our website, I will have them ready
for you at the Sleep Inn and Suites in Oak Grove on the
evening of April 10 if you want to pick them up and save
postage. The cutoff date for preorders is April 1st, but
allow a little more time for custom embroidery.
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Last Roll Call
Dennis Wayne Byrd, D Co, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 04/27/12
Michael Paulina, B Co., 1st ABG, died 6/02/2012
Peter Ancona, B Co, 1st BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 07/31/12
Joseph Thomas Ficarra, C Co, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 09/08/12
Edward J. Henry, A Co, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 09/30/12
Charles William "Pete" Dozier, Sr., A Co, 3rd BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 10/16/12
Larry Joseph “Little Tex” Sonnier, C Co, 1st BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 11/08/12
Burl Lane Summers, D Co, 3rd BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 11/11/12
John Norman Boitano, B Co, 1st BN, 506th PIR, WWII, died 12/17/12
Joachim Melo, E Co, 2nd BN,506th PIR, WWII, died 12/30/12
Michael Dietrich, AC o. 1st BN; E co.(Recon), 506th, Vietnam, died 12/18/12
Timothy Wayne Howard, E Co (LRRP), 3/506, Vietnam, died 12/28/2012
Thomas K. Pinhey, PhD, C Co, 1st ABG, 506th, died 01/02/13
Martin E. Gallé, B/HHC, 2nd BN, 506th, Vietnam; died 01/06/13

Trying to Locate


From Basil Rivera (B Co, 2nd BN, 506th, Dec 67-Dec 68):
Please contact me at 281-482-0129 or riverale1@prodigy.net if you served in 1st Platoon, B Co, 2nd BN, 506th, Dec
1967-Nov 1968 under 1LT Joseph Hillman, III (KIA 07/22/68) or LT Vandertine.



From 1SG(R) Richard Jones (A Co, 1st BN, 506th, Nov 68-Sep 69):
I was assigned to Alpha Co from Nov 1968-Sept 1969. I was the senior aidman "aka" plasma 5. If anyone remembers me, please get in contact with me at firstsgtjones@comcast.net, or call at 410-245-7657.

Special Request
We received word from Joseph "Jack" Rogillio's son Joe that he has been ill with the flu. He is 94 years old and is a
WWII veteran of the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment. He made the combat jumps into Normandy on 6 June 1944
and into Holland on 17 September 1944. He along with the entire 101st Airborne Division made the valiant defense of
Bastogne when they were sent there during the battle of the Bulge. Although they suffered severe casualties, they
stood fast and broke the German advance.

From Our Friends in Europe:
Dear Bruce, Dear Mike,
Today, Wednesday October 17th, we made our annual visit to
the grave of Gordon Mather (F Company, 2 nd Battalion, 506th
PIR, KIA 12/20/44) at the Luxemburg US Cemetery. This time
my daughter joined in, since her brother was on a school trip to
London. Anyway, some of the pictures are attached. Hope you
can place them on your 506th site.
Greetings to the land of the free and home of the brave,
Marcel and Dana Jungbauer
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Currahee deployment

Tracking “the Rest of the Story”
A case study in cooperation

(Continued from page 1)
DMOR/HMoR article. Posthumous awards must be labeled as such in the nomination. In conjunction with
these planned events by the current active duty Brigade,
the 506th Association has secured a block of hotel rooms
at the Sleep Inn & Suites - 220 Auburn Street in Oak
Grove, KY 42262 [270 - 640 - 7170] at a group rate of
$65.00 per night per room plus applicable tax or $73.94.
This is one of the newer hotels, opened last year, which is
very close to Fort Campbell's Gate #7 and the Brigade
area. The rate includes a daily free deluxe continental
breakfast.
The discounted hotel room rate can ONLY be obtained by calling this hotel directly at the phone numbers
provided and telling them that you want to reserve your
room under the
block set aside for
the 506th Association. Further, it
should be noted
that Currahees,
Family Members
and Friends of the
Regiment do not
have to be 506th
Association Members to take advantage of the above pre
negotiated room rate.
Please note that the 506th Association is not planning
to host a Hospitality Room for this event. However, veterans and family members may want to take this as an
opportunity to visit and talk to current active Currahees.

Operation Swift Strike Memories, 1961-1963
One of the most important elements of the Association’s
mission is connecting the past and present for Currahees,
friends and family. Children want information about a
parent or sibling killed in action; soldiers looking for old
friends; or just somebody with a connection to the Currahees looking for “the rest of the story.”
This is an example of how it so often works. A letter or
email with a question finds its way to Bruce Moore. A
few questions, and then Bruce uses his encyclopedic
knowledge of the history and people of the regiment,
supplemented by our massive database of information on
the website, to help fill in the gaps and make the connections. Here Bruce contacted a number of veterans from
the time and place in question. At last count, over a
dozen Currahees had made contributions to help Patsy
with her quest...too much to print here. In many cases,
the responses find their way to the website, further enriching that resource.

This was the original email:
Dear Mr. Moore,
I found your web page while trying to research Operation Swift Strike and I was wondering if you could
help me. The year could have been 1961, 1962 or 1963. I
was a very young girl living with my mother, brother
and sister in Lexington, SC. Lexington is 12 miles SW of
Columbia. My Grandfather, Lester Sons, owned a large
farm in Lexington which he divided some of it into lots
for his 12 children. My mother built a house on her lot. I
remember a military training operation that had many
military personnel camping out on my Grandfather's
farm. I would love to find out if anyone remembers being
there and would share some stories and maybe answer
some questions for me. I have pleasant memories but I
was very young. Thank you so very much,
Patsy Peppers

Currahee Notes


As a way of saying “Thanks” to the Currahees for their
service and for choosing Columbus, GA for the very
successful 2012 Currahee Reunion, the city’s Convention and Visitors Bureau purchased a commemorative
paver in the Association’s name at the National Infantry Museum in Columbus



The Association Board of Directors affirmed a committee recommendation that the 2014 Currahee Reunion
would be held in Branson, MO in late September 2014.



Currahees COL(Ret) Ed Shames (E Co, 2/506 PIR,
WWII) was the featured speaker in a program about
the Holocaust in the Capitol rotunda in St. Paul on Jan.
15, 2013. Ed, the first American officer to enter the infamous Dachau concentration camp at the end of
World War II, gave a very moving account of the experience. Herb Suerth of Easy Co. was also honored.

I am forwarding your eMail to some Currahee veterans who served with the 1st ABG, 506th in 1961, 1962, or
1963 to see if any of them remember camping out on your
grandfather’s farm during one of the Swift Strike maneuvers.
Currahee!
Bruce Moore
In response to Bruce’s message, more than a dozen Currahees
responded with many page of memories for Patsy!
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Former Currahee to be awarded
Medal of Honor

About Currahee Charitable Funds

On February 11, 2013, former Currahee Clinton
Romesha will be awarded the Medal of Honor by President Barak Obama for his “conspicuous gallantry” as a
non-commissioned officer in the 4th Infantry Division in
Afghanistan. The former Staff Sergeant served as a Currahee with the 2nd Infantry
Division in Korea and Iraq.
SSG Romesha was a Section Leader for B Troop, 3d
Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 4th Infantry Division
during combat operations
against an armed enemy at
Combat Outpost Keating,
Kamdesh District, Nuristan
Province, Afghanistan on October 3, 2009. According to
the MOH citation, Romesha
Former SSG Clinton Romewas a member of a multinasha, winner of the Medal of
tional force of 52 defending
Honor.
COP Keating against attack
by a force of over 300 Afghan warriors. This was one of
the largest engagements of the war in terms of numbers
of attacking enemy soldiers. About three dozen American soldiers were casualties, including 8 KIAs.
The intense, hours-long battle was marked by extremely heavy RPG, mortar, automatic weapons and artillery fire. According to the MOH citation, Romesha,
“With complete disregard for his own safety, Romesha
continually exposed himself to heavy enemy fire as he
moved confidently about the battlefield, engaging and
destroying multiple enemy targets…” as he sought reinforcements, directed the post’s defense and called in artillery and air support for the surrounded combat outpost.
Romesha will be the twelfth recipient of the nation’s
highest military honor for bravery in Southwest Asia,
and only the fourth living recipient to be awarded the
Medal of Honor for actions in Iraq or Afghanistan. He
and his family will join the President at the White House
to commemorate his example of selfless service.
He served in the Army from 1999 until his separation
in April of 2011. His military decorations include: the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal w/ Campaign Star, Iraq
Campaign Medal w/three Campaign Stars, Bronze Star
Medal, three Army Commendation Medals, Purple
Heart, five Army Achievement Medals and the Combat
Action Badge. He is married and the father of three children. They live in Minot, North Dakota and he works in
the oil fields there.

For visitors who wish to make a financial contribution
to the 506th Association to help support our current troopers or in honor of a former Currahee, here is a summary
of our current charitable funds and the activities they support. Remember, any contributions to these funds or to general support for the association are tax exempt for personal and
business tax purposes.
Packages & Morale Fund - Now about $2,500. This
fund provides a variety of support and morale items for
our units. We do need help here to deal with requests
that will come out of our upcoming Afghanistan deployment. If you or anyone you know is contemplating a
gift to the Association, this is the charitable fund where
we need it most urgently.
Scholarship Fund – These scholarships are awarded
to current or past Currahees and their immediate families.
In addition to the original scholarship, a number of new
scholarships are being established to demonstrate that we
not only revere the past, but invest in people for a bright
future as well. We also have about $15,000 in this fund.
KIA Memorial Fund - The memorial is complete, but
new contributions are still gratefully accepted and placed
towards perpetual maintenance of the Memorial, located
at Fort Campbell.
WOWS (Widows, Orphans and Wounded Soldiers)
Fund - More than $75,000. This fund provides for everyday necessities (and some luxuries) to WIA Currahees
and their families; grants to honor and assist the families
of KIA Currahees; and special support to others with exceptional needs.
Funding for the operations of the Association is another story. 100% of all money donated to any of these
506th Association fund-raising projects goes to support
the stated purpose of each fund. These projects are administered and run by unpaid volunteers. Administrative
costs are absorbed by the volunteers who spend their own
time and money to support these projects. Nobody is paid
for their time or reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses.
Our Quartermaster sales and membership fees are never
enough to cover continual increases in printing, postage
and other organization expenses. For this reason, financial support for our basic association expenses will be
gratefully received. Please note on your check or letter
that your donation is for General Operating Expenses, or
if you use the form on page 11 and place the amount of
the gift in the appropriate place in the last category on the
form.
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association
(Airmobile-Air Assault)
Fund Donation Form
Please include the following information:

NAME:
STREET ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:

HOME PHONE:

ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
(AREA CODE)

NUMBER

Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to:

The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile - Air Assault)
Mail this form and your donation to:
Phone: (858) 274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III -- Treasurer
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117-1123

Scholarship Fund Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Widows & Orphans Fund Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Currahee KIA Memorial Monument Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Packages and Unit Morale Fund Donation
Donation Amount: $________________________

Donation for General Operating Expenses
Donation Amount: $________________________

TOTAL OF ALL DONATIONS:

$________________________

The IRS has recognized the 506th Association as a War Veterans Organization under section 501(c)(19), so
donors making contributions to the Association can deduct such donations on their personal or corporate tax
filings, as provided for by IRS rules and regulations. The Association is listed in IRS Publication 78, Cumulative
List of Organizations described in Section 170(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, the list of
organizations eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions. For exemption/deduction purposes, the
Association Employer Identification Number (EIN) is 91-2088108.
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)
Use this form to join the Association if you have served in or are currently serving in the 506th
or if you have served in or are currently serving in units attached to or supporting the 506th.

2013 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES FORM
Regular Membership: Annual $25.00 [

] OR 5 Years $115.00 [

] for The Currahee! newsletter AND

Select [X] one of the following:

[
[

] Era that you served/Company Roster OR
] Roster of all Eras of the Regiment [available ONLY to those with eMail addresses]
Request for Exemption from Dues (VETERANS only) : [ ] Receive newsletter only
Additional Postage to Address Outside the US: $ 5.00 [ ]

Optional Donation for Expenses: $__________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________
Select [X] ALL that apply:
Company: HQ/HHC/HHT/HHB[ ] A[ ] B[ ] C[ ] D[ ] E[ ] F[ ] G[ ]
H[ ] I [ ] K[ ] L [ ] M [ ] SV [ ] Mortar Battery[ ] CSC[ ]
Regt/BN: REGT [ ] 1 st ABN BG [ ]
1st BN [ ] 2nd BN [ ] 3rd BN [ ]
Bde Command: [ ]
4th BSTB [ ]
801st BSB [ ]
1-61st CAV [ ]
4-320th FA [ ]
Era:
WWII 1942-1945 [ ]
Basic Training 1948-1956 [ ]
ABN BG 1956-1964 [ ]
ABN INF 1964-1967 [ ]
Vietnam 1967-1971 [ ]
AMBL 1972-1974 [ ]
AASLT 1974-1984 [ ]
Korea (2ID) 1987-2004 [ ]
Iraq (2ID) 2004-2005 [ ]
4BCT 2004-present [ ]

If applicable, your unit which was assigned to or supported the 506th:
Dates of Service with each 506th Unit (mm/yy)::
Rank (Current or at Date of Separation from Military) :
LAST NAME:

FIRST NAME:

M.I.

STREET/POST OFFICE BOX:
CITY:

STATE:

ZIP CODE:

eMAIL ADDRESS:
PHONE NUMBERS (Please include area code):

HOME:

2nd Phone:

SELECT [ X ] ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS IF THEY APPLY:
[ ] Change [ ] Add: [ ] Name [ ] Mailing Address [ ] Phone number (s) [ ] eMail [ ] Other
[ ] I request my contact information not be listed in either the 506th Association Roster or the Currahee
eMailRoom, nor that it be given to anyone other than an Association Officer without my express consent.

Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to:

The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile - Air Assault)
Mail this order form and your payment to:
Phone: (858) 274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III -- Treasurer
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)
Use this form to join the Association if you are a spouse or family member of anyone who served with the 506th
or if you are an individual who has a special association/connection to the 506th.

2013 ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP DUES FORM
Membership: Annual $25.00 [

] OR 5 Years $115.00 [

] for The Currahee! newsletter AND

Select [X] one of the following:

[
[

] 506th Era that your relative served/Company Roster OR
] Roster of all Eras of the Regiment [available ONLY to those with eMail addresses]
Additional Postage to Address Outside the US: $ 5.00 [ ]

Optional Donation for Expenses: $__________
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $__________
LAST NAME:

FIRST NAME:

M.I.

STREET/POST OFFICE BOX:
CITY:

STATE:

ZIP CODE:

eMAIL ADDRESS:
PHONE NUMBERS (Please include area code):

HOME:

2nd Phone:

Did either you or your spouse serve in the U.S. Military?

If yes, please include the following:

Branch of Service: _____________ Unit: _____________________ Dates of Service: _________________________
Did you have a relative who served with the 506th Infantry?

If yes, please include the following:

Veteran’s Name: _______________________________ Relationship: _____________________ Rank: _____________
Company: __________ REGT/BN/BG: _____________ Dates of Service with the 506th: ____________________
Other Connection to the 506th Infantry? ______________________________________________________________
SELECT [ X ] ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS IF THEY APPLY:
[ ] Change [ ] Add: [ ] Name [ ] Mailing Address [ ] Phone number (s) [ ] eMail [ ] Other
[ ] I request my contact information not be listed in either the 506th Association Roster or the Currahee
eMailRoom, nor that it be given to anyone other than an Association Officer without my express consent.

Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to:

The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile - Air Assault)
Mail this form and your payment to:
Phone: (858) 274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III -- Treasurer
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

Embroidered Items Order Form
Contact 506th Association Quartermaster Ron Helwig at 717-944-0564 if you have any questions about this Order Form.
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

CITY:

ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

**COLORS: W=White; B=Black; G=Gray; T=Tan; OG=Oxford Gray; DGR=Forest Green; K=Khaki; D=Digital; BRN=Brown
FRONT DESIGN CODES: Embroidered Designs: (1) 506th Currahee; (2) 4BCT ParaDice; (8) 506th Currahee; (9) 4BCT ParaDice;
(13) Airborne Wings; (14) Air Assault Wings; (28) 101st Currahee; (29) WWII CIB; (30) Vietnam CIB; (31) Iraq CIB;
(32) Afghanistan CIB; (33) CIB; (34) CAB; (35) Iraq CAB; (36) Afghanistan CAB; (37) CMB; (38) Vietnam CMB; (39) Iraq CMB;
(40) Afghanistan CMB; (42) ABG 506th; (43) Stands Alone; (44) 506 Parachute Badge; (45) Parachute Badge
## a “member” is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2013 Membership Dues.
Item

Front Design
Codes

Hat: 5-Panel Cotton

8-9; 13-14;
28-40; 42-45

Hat: 5-Panel Nylon
Hat: Flag

Sizes

Each
(non-members)

Each
(members)##

$16.00

$14.00

$13.00

$11.00

$18.00

$16.00

W, B, T, DGR
One size
W, B, T, DGR
White

8-9; 13-14;
28-40; 42-45

Hat: Low-Profile Cotton
Hat: Army Field Cap

W, B, T

One size

D, K, B

Cotton Knit Beanie

1-2; 13-14;
28-40; 43-45

Polar Fleece Beanie

1-2; 8;
13-14;
28-40; 43-45

Golf Towel (11"x 18")
Currahee Bear (10")

1-2; 13-14;
28-40; 43-45

Cotton Shorts

1-2; 13-14;
28-40; 43-45

Nylon Jacket

Quantity

Colors**

Item

W, B, G
One size
W, B, G
W, B

One size

$15.00

$12.00

W, BRN

One size

$30.00

$25.00

S, M, L, XL

$25.00

$22.00

2XL

$29.00

$26.00

3XL

$32.00

$29.00

S, M, L, XL

$50.00

$45.00

2XL

$55.00

$50.00

3XL

$60.00

$55.00

B, OG

Black

Front Design #
(Select ONLY 1
design per item)

Personalize?
Y
Y
Y

Color

Size

Price Each

N
N
N

TOTAL
$

Select optional design on right chest/leg ($6.00 per Jacket/Shorts):
[ ] 506 Parachute Badge [ ] Parachute Badge

$ 6.00

$

Select optional design on right chest area ($6.00 per Jacket/Shorts):
[ ] CIB [ ] CAB [ ] CMB -- then select text:
[ ] WWII [ ] Vietnam [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan [ ] no text

$ 6.00

$

Optional Personalization Information ($6.00 per Jacket/Shorts)
$ 6.00
Line 1:
Line 2:
Line 3:
Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item)
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org
Mailing instructions for this form can be found at the bottom of page 16.

$
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

Quartermaster Order Form
Contact 506th Association Quartermaster Ron Helwig at 717-944-0564 if you have any questions about this Order Form.
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

CITY:
ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

## a "member" is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2013 Membership Dues.
Quantity

Each
Each
TOTAL COST
(non-members) (members)##

Item
Gym/Duffel Bag (23.75"x 13"x 11.5")

$34.00**

$30.00**

Battle Flag Blanket Throw (5' 10" x 4' 6")

$60.00**

$50.00**

Acrylic Coasters (set of 4) -- mix & match up to 4 different designs per set:
[ ] 1/506 [ ] 2/506 [ ] 3/506 [ ] Airborne Wings [ ] CIB [ ] Currahee Shield
[ ] Vietnam [ ] 101st Currahee [ ] Stands Alone [ ] 506th Currahee [ ] Tiger Bravo

$20.00

$17.00

Travel Tumbler (12-oz) -- select design: [ ]2011 Rendezvous [ ]506 Parachute Badge
[ ]506th Currahee [ ]4BCT ParaDice [ ]506th Regiment [ ]Spade/Insignia
[ ]Sink Montage [ ]Always Currahee [ ]ParaDice Currahee [ ]101st 506th INF
[ ]506th Currahee [ ]4BCT ParaDice [ ]Airborne Currahee [ ]Currahee 506th INF
[ ]506th Coat of Arms [ ]Strike from the Sky [ ]Airborne Wings [ ]Voodoo Medics
[ ]Air Assault Wings [ ]King Delta [ ]2ID Iraq [ ]2ID Air Assault [ ]Korea
[ ]RCT Iraq [ ]Afghanistan [ ]101 Air Assault [ ]ABG [ ]Tiger Bravo [ ]ABG 506th
[ ]Vietnam [ ]WWII [ ]101st Currahee [ ]WWII CIB [ ]Vietnam CIB [ ]Stands Alone
[ ]Iraq CIB [ ]Afghanistan CIB [ ]CIB [ ]CAB [ ]Afghanistan CAB [ ]Iraq CAB
[ ]CMB [ ]Vietnam CMB [ ]Iraq CMB [ ]Afghanistan CMB

$14.00

$12.00

Pub Glass w/Currahee Shield (16-oz)

$7.00

$5.00

Zippo Lighter (Polished Chrome)

$28.00

$25.00

Zippo Lighter (Brushed Chrome)

$25.00

$22.00

FSB Map, I Corps, Vietnam (26.5"x 18")

$20.00

$15.00

Currahee Flag (single-sided; 3' x 5')

$40.00

$35.00

Book (Vietnam): Leave No Man Behind

$20.00

$20.00

DVD (WWII): Quest for Freedom

$7.00

$5.00

License Plate: Currahee Battle Flag

$12.00

$10.00

License Plate: 506th Infantry

$7.00

$5.00

License Plate Frame -- select design:
[ ] White w/Blue Letters [ ] Black w/Gold Letters

$4.00

$2.50

(w) Currahee Battle Flag (double-sided; 3' x 5')

$50.00

$45.00

(w) Currahee Battle Flag (single-sided; 3' x 5')

$40.00

$35.00

(w) Book (WWII): Freedom Found

$7.00

$5.00

(w) 506th Infantry Bracelet

$12.00

$10.00

(w) Print: 101 Vietnam (8.5”x11”)

$20.00

$15.00

(w) Print -- select design:
[ ] 506th WWII Jump 3 (10.75” x 12.5”) [ ] 506th WWII Jump 4 (10.75” x 14.75”)
[ ] Vietnam Choppers 4 (17"x12.5")

$30.00

$25.00

st

Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item)

$

$

**ADD $5.50 additional shipping for each GYM/DUFFEL BAG or BLANKET THROW
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org
Mailing instructions for this form can be found at the bottom of page 16.
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

Shirts Order Form
Contact 506th Association Quartermaster Ron Helwig at 717-944-0564 if you have any questions about this Order Form.
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

CITY:

ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

**COLORS: W=White; B=Black; G=Gray; T=Tan; LBL=Light Blue; DGR=Forest Green; K=Khaki; P=Pink
DBD=Dark Blue Denim; LBD=Light Blue Denim
EMBROIDERED FRONT DESIGN CODES (embroidered left chest area design with optional right chest area personalization):
(1) 506th Currahee; (2) 4BCT ParaDice; (13) Airborne Wings; (14) Air Assault Wings; (28) 101st Currahee; (29) WWII CIB;
(30) Vietnam CIB; (31) Iraq CIB; (32) Afghanistan CIB; (33) CIB; (34) CAB; (35) Iraq CAB; (36) Afghanistan CAB; (37) CMB;
(38) Vietnam CMB; (39) Iraq CMB; (40) Afghanistan CMB; (43) Stands Alone; (44) 506 Parachute Badge; (45) Parachute Badge
## a “member” is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2013 Membership Dues.
Item

Polo Shirt

Front Design
Codes

Colors**

1-2; 13-14;
28-40; 43

W, B, LBL, G, T

Sizes

Each
(non-members)

Each
(members)##

S, M, L, XL

$32.00

$29.00

2XL, 3XL

$34.00

$31.00

S, M, L, XL

$28.00

$25.00

2XL

$30.00

$27.00

3XL

$34.00

$31.00

S, M, L, XL

$40.00

$35.00

2XL

$50.00

$45.00

3XL

$60.00

$55.00

S, M, L, XL

$26.50

$23.50

2XL, 3XL

$27.50

$24.50

S, M, L, XL

$37.00

$34.00

2XL, 3XL

$41.00

$38.00

Short Sleeve
Denim Shirt
1-2; 13-14;
28-40; 43

DBD, LBD

Long Sleeve
Denim Shirt

Crewneck
Sweatshirt

1-2; 13-14;
28-40; 43

Hooded Pullover
Sweatshirt

Quantity

Item

W, B, G, T,
P, DGR, K

Front Design #
(Select ONLY 1
design per item)

Personalize?

Color

Size

Price Each

Y N
Y N
Y N

TOTAL
$

Select optional design on right chest area ($6.00 per Sweatshirt/Polo/Denim Shirt):
[ ] 506 Parachute Badge [ ] Parachute Badge

$ 6.00

$

Select optional design on right chest area ($6.00 per Sweatshirt/Polo/Denim Shirt):
[ ] CIB [ ] CAB [ ] CMB -- then select text:
[ ] WWII [ ] Vietnam [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan [ ] no text

$ 6.00

$

Optional Personalization Information ($6.00 per Sweatshirt/Polo/Denim Shirt)
$ 6.00
Line 1:
Line 2:
Line 3:
Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item)
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org
Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN (AMBL-AASLT)
Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:
Hoyt B. Moore, III, Treasurer
Phone: 858-274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
4126 Cole Way
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

Quartermaster Order Form
Contact 506th Association Quartermaster Ron Helwig at 717-944-0564 if you have any questions about this Order Form.
NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

ZIP CODE:

CITY:
E-MAIL ADDRESS:

## a "member" is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2013 Membership Dues.
Each

Each

Pins -- select design:
[ ] Currahee Shield (full size) [ ] ParaDice [ ] BattleFlag

$6.00

$5.00

Pin: Currahee Shield (lapel) (3/8"x 1/2")

$4.00

$3.00

506 Air Assault Badge (1-3/4"x 7/8") -- select finish:
[ ] Bright Silver [ ] Antique Silver

$6.00

$5.00

506 Parachutist Badge (1-1/2"x 1") -- select finish:
[ ] Bright Silver [ ] Antique Silver

$6.00

$5.00

506 Infantry Crossed Rifles (1-1/2"x 7/8")

$7.50

$6.00

Decal: CIB (3"x 1.5"- 3"x 2") -- select text:
[ ] no text [ ] WWII [ ] Vietnam [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan

$4.00

$3.00

Decal: CAB (3"x 1.5"- 3"x 2") -- select text:
[ ] no text [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan

$4.00

$3.00

Decal: CMB (3"x 2"- 3"x 2.375") -- select text:
[ ] no text [ ] WWII [ ] Vietnam [ ] Iraq [ ] Afghanistan

$4.00

$3.00

Decal: Airborne Wings (3"x 1.75")

$4.00

$3.00

Decal: Airborne Wings (6"x 3.25")

$10.00

$8.00

Decal: Scout Sniper (3"x 1.25") -- select design:
[ ] 1st BN [ ] 2nd BN [ ] 3rd BN [ ]

$4.00

$3.00

Decal -- select design: [ ] 506th Vietnam Veteran
[ ] Currahee Shield [ ] ParaDice [ ] 101st Currahee
[ ] 2nd ID Currahee [ ] Imjin Currahee [ ] Imjin Scouts

$6.00

$5.00

Quantity

Item

(non-members) (members)##

Decal: 506th Association (8"x 5" Static Cling)

$3.00

$2.00

Patch: 101st Currahee (3-7/8"x 3-7/8")

$12.00

$10.00

Patch -- select design:
[ ] Currahee Shield [ ] ParaDice [ ] WWII Currahee Shield

$6.00

$5.00

Patch: Currahee Shield with Wings (4.25"x 2.25") -- select design:
[ ] Airborne Wings [ ] Air Assault Wings

$6.00

$5.00

Patch: 506th Infantry Regiment Flash (1.75"x 2.25")

$4.00

$3.00

506th Infantry Regiment Oval (2.25"x 1.375") -- select design:
[ ] 1st BN [ ] 2nd BN [ ] 3rd BN [ ] plain (no BN)

$4.00

$3.00

Neck Cooler (44")
506th Association Challenge Coin (1-1/2" diameter)

$2.00

$1.00

$10.00*

$8.00*

TOTAL COST
$

Shipping @ $0.50 per item
*ADD $1.00 additional shipping for each COIN
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
$
Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org
Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN (AMBL-AASLT)
Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:
Hoyt B. Moore, III, Treasurer
Phone: 858-274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
4126 Cole Way
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault)

T-Shirts Order Form
Contact 506th Association Quartermaster Ron Helwig at 717-944-0564 if you have any questions about this Order Form.

NAME:

HOME PHONE:

STREET ADDRESS:
STATE:

CITY:

ZIP CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
**COLORS: W=White; G=Light Gray; T=Light Tan

FULL-FRONT PRINTED DESIGN CODES:
(3) 506th Regiment; (4) Spade w/Insignia; (5) Sink Montage; (6) Always Currahee; (7) ParaDice Currahee; (10) Airborne Currahee;
(11) 506th Coat of Arms; (12) Strike from the Sky ; (17) King Delta; ; (18) 2ID Iraq; (19) 2ID Air Assault; (20) Korea; (21) RCT Iraq;
(22) Afghanistan; (23) 101 Air Assault; (24) ABG; (25) Tiger Bravo; (26) Vietnam; (27) WWII; (41) Voodoo Medics;
(46) 101st 506th INF; (47) Currahee 506th INF; (48) 2011 Rendezvous; (49) 2nd ID Currahee; (50) Imjin Currahee; (51) Challenge Coin
## a “member” is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2013 Membership Dues.
Item

Front Design Codes

Colors**

Short Sleeve T-Shirt

(ON SALE)

3-7; 10-12; 17-27
41; 46-51

W, G, T

Long Sleeve T-Shirt

Quantity

Item

Front Design #
(Select ONLY 1
design per item)

World
Tour?

Sizes

Each
(non-members)

Each
(members)##

S, M, L, XL

$10.00

$10.00

2XL, 3XL

$12.00

$12.00

S, M, L, XL

$22.00

$19.00

2XL, 3XL

$24.00

$21.00

Color

Size

Price Each

Y N
Y N
Y N
Optional Currahee World Tour on back ($1.00 per T-Shirt)
NOTE#`1: Design #48 has the Currahee World Tour at NO extra charge.
NOTE#`2: Currahee World Tour NOT available on back of Design #51.

$

$ 1.00

Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item)
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org
Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN (AMBL-AASLT)
Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:
Hoyt B. Moore, III, Treasurer
Phone: 858-274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com
4126 Cole Way
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
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TOTAL

$
$
$

The Writers’ Block

who while they made what turned out to be deadly mistakes, fought valiantly. They loved their brother soldiers
but questioned the decisions of senior officers, who ordered ground to be taken at seemingly any cost. It is a
story about guilt but ends on a note of hope.

We celebrate successful musicians, artists and writers
among the Currahees. Each issue, we will try to find and publish essays, cartoons, sculpture, drawings and poems written by
Currahees, active duty or veteran. If you are willing to share
your creations with other Currahees, email newsletter editor
John Lally at <johnlally@comcast.net>. The editorial board will
decide which submissions will be published. The only requirements are that they are original, they arise from your Currahee
experience and there are no legal or financial restrictions on
publication.

After serving as squad leader and briefly as acting
platoon sergeant, then as company supply sergeant, I
was assigned to be battalion PIO in January 1970 and
later served in the Third Brigade information office. I am
a retired journalist.
Tim Coder
Corrales, NM
Tim’s electronic book is available online through Amazon.com. It has received uniformly excellent reviews for its
story line, characterizations , dialogue and accuracy.

Editor’s note: Two books about Vietnam by Currahees
were published this fall. The first was a novel by Tim Coder, a
former wire service journalist and Vietnam war Currrahee.
“War Without End, Amen: A Vietnam Story,” although a
work of fiction, is based on his wartime experiences.

The second book published this fall is a book of poems called “After Action Report: Poems of the Vietnam
War.” The poems were written by Currahee! editor John
Lally during and after his tour of duty with A Co., 1/506.
The paperback is available through Barnes & Noble,
Amazon.com and other outlets. Several of the poems
were first published in past issues of the Currahee! All
proceeds from the sale of this book are being donated to
fund the operations of the 506th Association.

Tim writes:
I was assigned to Bravo Company 1/506 in September 1969. I was a buck sergeant fresh out of NCO school
in Ft. Benning, GA, and on-the-job training for AIT troops
in Ft. Ord, CA – 25-years-old at the upper edge of draft
eligibility. I was one of many who believed Vietnam was
a bad war. But I wasn’t a conscientious objector and held
out no hope that I would be anything but the shake ’n
bake infantry squad leader the Army trained me to be.
My goal was to do my job as best possible and to get my
men and me safely home. There was nothing about Vietnam that I wanted to remember.

COL Keaveny, Currahee 6
(continued from page 2)
Of course, we honored our lineage and celebrated the
506th’s 70th birthday in 2012. I have no doubt that we will
continue to honor and add to our lineage in 2013. The
current Currahee Soldier is highly trained, disciplined
and physically and mentally fit. They have received the
best equipment and undertaken some of the most challenging and physically demanding training the Army can
offer.

While many veterans have kept the memory of soldiers they served with alive through organizations such
as the 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association, I,
Tim Coder – the one who didn’t want to remember anything about Vietnam – chose to write about it. How
strange is that?

We will not take the next several months lightly.
There is still plenty to be done in terms of packing, smalls
arms training and preparing our families and loved ones
for our next “Rendezvous with Destiny.” We will take a
quick moment on April 11, 2013 to induct our next class
of Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment and take battalion photos. We would be honored if
you could join us for this sure to be special and memorable day. As always, I thank you for your service.

I hope my first novel, “War Without End, Amen: A
Vietnam Story,” honors the many draftees and regulararmy grunts who served. The novel is available on Amazon as an EBook and will soon be configured for the
Nook. It can be read on the iPad and other electronic devices. I have kept it affordable at $2.99.
A signature line in the novel is this: “Whether it was
the war you loved or the war you loved to hate, the Nam wasn’t
over when it was over.” The story – I emphasize it is fiction
– is about a lost element of the Bravo Company 1/506 second platoon on the brink of the A Shau Valley in late
summer 1970. There are no heroes in the book, which
takes place in Chicago and Nebraska in our new millennium as well as in Vietnam. But there are good soldiers,

Currahee!
COL Val Keaveny
19th Col of the 506th IN RGT
CDR, 4th BCT, 101st ABN DIV (AASLT)
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Currahee Strategic Planning, 2013-2015

Seting priorities does not mean we will ignore
major changes in our environment or condition. But
we will challenge each other – and ourselves – to test
whether our actions and decisions advance these
strategies because they are central to reaching our
goals for this Association.

John Lally, Association Board Chair
A Co., 1/506th – Vietnam 1970-71

Over the last few months, your Board of Directors has been involved in strategic planning for the
Association’s future. Strategic planning is a military
concept, recognizing the need to stay focused to
achieve results.

We constantly hear that our Association – your
Association – is a model of effectiveness both meeting the needs of our veterans and for supporting
men and women of our armed forces. Like the reputation of the Currahees in battle, this reputation was
earned through the efforts of the people of the regiment, both past and present, and we need to continue those efforts in the future.

The value of strategic planning is not in a document, but in the process. When Dwight Eisenhower
was Supreme Commander of Allied forces in World
War II he was quoted as saying that, “Plans are nothing; planning is everything.”

Although strategic planning is a Board responsibility, we have consulted both individual members
and outside organizations Now the work really begins...translating the four strategies into specific

This is not about predicting the future; it is about
creating our future. For our board, the planning process has resulted in the following actions. We have:
▪ Refined and affirmed a mission statement
that tells the world why we exist;

STRATEGIES FOR 2013-2015

▪ identified our vision for the future and the
values that will guide us; and



▪ balanced our organization’s strengths and
weaknesses, all in light of the opportunities
we want to exploit and the threats we have to
face.
The product of all this effort is the Association
Strategic Plan, printed on the facing page. Most of
the concepts should be familiar. This organization
has not drifted far from the creative product of the
Association’s founders and early members.

Begin to involve post-Vietnam era veterans
much more heavily in both leadership and dayto-day activities. We need a balance of continuity and orderly transitions of leadership to
maintain our support for veterans and to encourage involvement of active duty and
younger veteran Currahees.

 Make the transition to an Association Management service for administrative services like
accounting, membership management and data
processing. A handful of volunteers have created and sustained this organization, but it is
clear from the experience of other groups that
this is not a viable solution for the future.

All of this was setting the stage for identifying
our priorities for action for the next couple of years.
This means we commit to ourselves and the organization that these actions will claim our time, our attention, our energy and our resources.

 Develop our fund-raising capabilities for both
charitable and administrative activities. We
are too dependent on sporadic contributions
that cannot sustain our programming longterm.

With that background, we proposed our strategies for the next few years. They are at the bottom
of the next column. In choosing these strategies, we
purposefly rejected other strategies which might
have been easier, or less risky, or more popular. In
our collective judgment, these four held the greatest
prospect for getting where we want to go.

 Complete the modernization of our web presence and automate our support systems. The
information in our website and our roster database are the critical resources we use in providing services to our members, and must be protected and made more efficient.
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506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association
STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2013-2015

MISSION STATEMENT -The mission of the Association is to preserve, honor and convey the camaraderie, commitment, accomplishments and traditions of the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment and its successor units, and of all those who
served in it.

OUR VISION –
Our mission is to be accomplished by:
 Gathering, maintaining and conveying historical records, personal stories and artifacts about the Regiment and
those who were a part of it.
 Assisting 506th Veterans in locating and maintaining contact with other Currahees and with the Regiment;
 Promoting activities that perpetuate camaraderie and esprit de corps among Currahees of all eras; and
 Providing services and benefits to Active Duty and Veteran Currahees and their families during times of need.

OUR VALUES –
Our actions as an Association and as responsible Members shall reflect our shared values of:
 Integrity in performing to the highest standards of ethical behavior.
 Respect for the worth of every individual, and of the right of each of us to be individuals.
 Competence in the making of decisions based upon reasonable assessments of needs and capabilities.
 Accountability for fair, consistent, timely, and effective completion of tasks undertaken and commitments
made.
 Commitment to continuous evaluation and improvement of our methods and services to meet changing needs
and situations.

OUR CURRAHEE COMMUNITY -This is the diverse and complex body of persons and institutions for whose benefit we exist. The services we provide to members of the Currahee community reflect the purposes and priorities defined by our mission statement.
This community includes Participants, Supporters, and Interested Parties:






Primary participants
Direct: Veteran and Active Duty Currahees
Others who served with the Currahees
Indirect: Families and survivors of Currahees
Supporters:
Related military service organizations
Contributing supporters; both individualS and organizations
Interested Parties:
Researchers, historians, and journalists pursuing studies of the 506th and its history and contributions
News and entertainment organizations and their representatives

OUR STRATEGIES -Our Board of Directors, officers, committee chairs and volunteers will implement the strategies listed at the end of
page 20 by setting goals and making decisions consistent with these strategies.
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Treasurer’s Report
Hoyt Bruce Moore, III—Treasurer
A Co., 1/506 INF — Vietnam, 1970-71
As of November 30, 2012, year-to-date operating income of $43,460.61 exceeded operating expenses of $35,212.51 for
net operating income of $8,248.10. Total funds in Association cash accounts included the following:
Fidelity Business Account (pre-paid dues)

$20,202.76

Business Shares California Coast Credit Union, San Diego:
Checking Account: Unrestricted Funds

100.00
38,548.76

Temporarily Restricted Funds:
Scholarship Fund

$15,068.33

Currahee Packages/Morale Fund

2,398.37

ASOM Monument

199.00

Currahee KIA Memorial

9,049.33

WO&WS Fund

74,541.78

TOTAL Temporarily Restricted Funds

101,256.81

TOTAL CASH 11/30/12

$160,108.33

The 5-year Membership Dues plan continues to be successful. As of November 30, 2012, the amount of PrePaid Dues
was as follows:
$7,072.70
5,822.70
4,305.55
3364.35
113.85
44.85
21.85

2013 Dues-Paying Members = 365
2014 Dues-Paying Members = 294
2015 Dues-Paying Members = 195
2016 Dues-Paying Members = 151
2017 Dues-Paying Members = 5
2018 Dues-Paying Members = 2
2019 Dues-Paying Members = 1

TOTAL DEFERRED INCOME

$20,745.85

Thanks to all of you who responded to the various 2012 membership drives and to those who made additional donations
for Association expenses; Currahee KIA Memorial; Scholarship Fund; Currahee Packages/Morale Fund; and the Widows,
Orphans, & Wounded Soldiers Fund.
October 31, 2012 was the cutoff date for the payment of 2012 membership dues, and the Association had a total of 761
dues-paying members for 2012, 92% of whom are war veterans.

We need your updated Contact information
Have there been any recent changes in your contact information?
Check the mailing address we have for you. Is your postal address correct? If you are on active-duty, has your rank
changed because of promotion, retirement, or have you left the military? Is the person to whom the newsletter is addressed deceased? Do you have a new eMail address? Has your home/work/cell phone changed?
If the answer is YES to any of these questions, then please send any updates to
Hoyt Bruce Moore, III
4126 Cole Way
San Diego, CA 92117-1123
Phone: (858) 274-4317
eMail: TheMOE_A1506@msn.com

Remember—Association membership dues for new and renewing memberships should be paid by
January 31. Use the membership form on page 12 or go online at our website, www.506infantry.org
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Charitable contributions make possible the Association’s successful support programs
Tax-deductible contributions to our five permanent charitable funds provide the money needed for most of the 506th Association’s services to veterans, to active duty Currahees and to their families. 100% of the money contributed is used for the charitable
purposes described in the Fund definitions. The 506th Association would like to thank all those who donated to our fund-raising
projects during this past year. Fund donations were received from the following donors during the time period December 1, 2011November 30, 2012.

Currahee KIA Memorial
ADVANCED ($100 TO $250):
Walter Lukasavage
Calvin R. Kato
Jim D. Wake
BASIC (under $100):
MAJ Christopher M. Martinez
Edward A. Blanco
David M. Szego
Gail K. Puckett
John A. Brown
Sabina and Alfred M. May
Sean Paul Ricard

Scholarship Fund
SILVER ($501 TO $1,000):
Eugene L. Overton, Jr.
The NAVILLUS Foundation, Carol S.
Sullivan
LTC(R) Terrence M. Smith, DMD
ADVANCED ($100 TO $250):
Calvin R. Kato
COL(R) Michael S. Byington
David M. Szego
James E. O'Laughlin
James R. Lynch, MD
BASIC (under $100):
Mario Joel Escobar
1SG(R) Myron M. Rosemore
John A. Brown
Sabina and Alfred M. May

Widows, Orphans, and
Wounded Soldiers Fund
BRONZE ($251 TO $500):
COL(R) Richard M. Seitz
Lawrence J. Bowman
ADVANCED ($100 TO $250):
Eric B. Jordan
Edward A. Peters, III
Calvin R. Kato
Germano A. Gomes
COL(R) John E. Sobraske

James R. Lynch, MD
Jim D. Wake
Rolland A. Maxson, Jr.
BASIC (under $100):
Dennis A. Kraynak
John A. Brown
Robert J. Lewicki
Gail K. Puckett
Sabina and Alfred M. May
David A. Conner

Currahee Packages and
Morale Fund
BRONZE ($251 TO $500):
CSM(R) Robert F. Gilbert
BASIC (under $100):
Sabina and Alfred M. May
David M. Szego
Gail K. Puckett
John A. Brown
The 506th Association would like to
thank all of those who contributed
unrestricted general donations this
past year. These donations are used
for operating expenses, publishing
The Currahee! newsletter, and for upfront funds needed to purchase Quartermaster items for resale. Unrestricted General Donations were received from the following donors during the time period December 1, 2011November 30, 2012.
ADVANCED ($100 TO $250):
Walter Lukasavage
Gary E. George
COL(R) Frank L. Garrison
Edward A. Peters, III
Jim D. Wake
Joseph E. Huesing
MAJ(R) John T. Duckett, III
LTC Larry F. Dillard
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BASIC (under $100):
James F. Goree, Sr.
LTC(R) David S. Thurlow
LTC(R) John O. Childs
Brian E. Hart
Glen A. Guidry
Hugh A. Hagan
Jerry A. Estrada, Jr.
MG(R) Benjamin L. Harrison
Robert Pat Hyman
LTC(R) Thomas J. Muskus
Stephen G. Avgerinos
Christian Loren Josef Longmire
Anthony L. Minicucci
David L. Kish
Jerry L. Wilson
Keith L. Harold
Lewis J. Oswald
LTC(R) Gerald E. Loyd
Patrick A. Fenderson
Terry J. Tole
Samuel R. Maizel
William M. Pascucci
Voris L. Abshire
Basil P. Rivera
COL(R) John E. Sobraske
COL(R) Michael S. Byington
Dennis L. Falke
Donald N. Speet
Douglas S. Turner
Jerel D. Lytle
Jerry L. Derrick
John J. Schimpf
LTC(R) Chris L. Scammon
Ronny L. Beesley
Timothy J. Coder
Willie L. Smith
Anne Audette
CSM(R) Gary A. Weidenborner
CWO3(R) Thomas Chadwell
Duane A. Sickert (Continued on page 24)

Currahee notes:
A new Currahee congressman

Gerard A. Miller

LTC(R) Dickie Smith

James L. Peterson
James L. Rabdau

LTC(R) Winford C. Fowlkes
Michael C. Trant

LTC Gavin A. Lawrence

Raymond J. Parker

Manuel T. Chavez, Sr.

Robert E. Hickman

Mario de la Vega
SGT Jason E. Ruggles

Ronald R. Rami
Salvador L. Gonzalez

Stephen L. Barnhart

Samuel M. Brown

COL(R) Gene H. Rafanelli
Edward A. Blanco

Verlin E. Magelitz
William F. Baker

Gary G. Gardner

Gary R. Belair

John A. Brown

James N. Krause

Kenneth P. Hutnick
LTC(R) Patrick L. Skinner

John M. Chiodi
Richard Lee Jones, Sr.

Michael E. Burke

Roger G. Clower, Sr.

Richard C. Thorne
Roger C. Wilgus

Timothy D. Young
Jack E. Sturdy

Gale A. Shire

Charles E. Lamb

John R. von Almen

Douglas A. Alitz

Rep. Cotton (R-Arkansas)
served successive combat
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. His undergraduate
and law degrees are from
Harvard, and he considers himself a fiscal and
social conservative. He
left his law firm and joined the Army as an enlisted volunteer after 9/11. After OCS he served two tours overseas,, one with B/2/506. His decorations include a Bronze
Star w/OLC, Army Commendation medal and CIB. He
lives in Dardanelle, Yell County, Arkansas.

SSG(R) Marcel Coulon
Daniel G. Kasprzak

Emory S. King, Jr.
LTC Robb C. Mitchell

Monument to Currahee Regiment is
dedicated at ASOM

Michael F. Hennessy, Sr.

SFC(R) Frank P. Sicari

1SG(R) Carlos A. ColonRobles

Wayne M. Keilholtz
William F. Baker

1SG(R) John E. Foley
Anthony T. Venuti, Jr.

CPT Jon V. Oglesby, II

Arthur M. Petersen

A Currahee combat commander, Thomas B. Cotton (1st Platoon Leader, B Co, 2nd BN, 506th, 2006) has
been elected to Congress.

Bud Duryea was the prime mover and principal
contributor behind the Currahee monument at the Airborne and Special Operations Museum (ASOM) in Fayetteville near Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Following the
dedication last year, he sent this picture of the monument as it sits on the museum grounds. Bud and his son
Mark, a second-generation Currahee, are shown with the
stone.

David G. Forsberg
Ronald J. Bessie

CSM(R) Stanley V. and Betty Ronald L. Helwig
J. Harris
Michael J. Mollenhour
Dan M. Linn
Donation for 2012 Reunion
Daniel J. Quigley
Expenses
David T. Brown
ADVANCED ($100 TO
Gail K. Puckett
$250):
Gary G. Gallimore
LTC(R) Terrence M. Smith,
Geoffrey J. McLaughlin
DMD
James Dale Robertson
Jerome T. Sailer
A reminder: Contributions to the Association are fully tax deductible. The IRS has recognized the 506th Association as a
War Veterans Organization under section 501(c)(19), so donors

making contributions to the Association can deduct such donations on their personal or corporate tax filings, as provided for
by IRS rules and regulations. The Association is listed in IRS
Publication 78, Cumulative List of Organizations described in
Section 170(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, the list of organizations eligible to receive tax-deductible contributions. For exemption/deduction purposes, the Association Employer Identification Number (EIN) is 91-2088108.
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Membership Director’s Report
Eugene L. Overton, Jr. [Gene] – Membership Director [Co-Founder]
C Co., 1st Bn, 506th - 1967 / 1968
As of October 31, 2012 [Membership Year End], the total number of Members who have paid their 2012 Dues total 761
or 95% of our 800 goal for the year. We came so close, but for the second time we failed to meet our membership goal.
Our 2013 Membership goal still remains the same, 800. But this new year brings with it a new challenges in that the
Association started its Five Year Membership Program in 2007 and this will be the second year where these memberships
expire. The question now is will all expiring Five Year Members [92] renew for another five years and aid in us meeting
or exceeding the 2013 Goal of 800 Dues-Paying Members? I cannot answer this question, only you can. In order to succeed we will need a total of 414 Currahees to become Due Paying Members this year. Together with the 386 pre-paid
members we already have , this will then enable us to reach the goal of 800. We been trying to reach this goal now for
three years. Can we do it??? I think we can, but the answer to this question is up to YOU!
Any Dues Paying Member who have not received their 2012 Membership Card or Association Roster, please contact
me so this can be rectified. I can be reached at Charly35@ aol.com or (646) 232-6265.
Annual Members, remember that January 31, 2013 is the time to pay your 2013 Membership Dues. In addition, if you
paid for a Five Year Membership in 2008, your membership has now expired and in order to keep your membership current a renewal dues payment is now due.
You can give a gift membership to help get a current or former 506th veteran involved in the Currahee community
or as a way of thanking a Currahee veteran for past service. Simply write GIFT on the appropriate Membership Dues
Form.
Update:
Purple Heart Membership - This been discontinued and will no longer be offered. The original intent of the Purple
Heart Memberships in the Association was for Active Duty Currahees ONLY. This was intended to be an inducement to
join the Association for those currently serving and indicated as such on the membership form. The results over the past
two years netted only five active duty Currahees who took advantage of this discounted type of membership. However,
it did cause numerous emails and phone calls from other Purple Heart recipients questioning why it did not apply to
them as well.
On-Line Payment of Membership Dues - The ability to pay your membership dues electronically on-line went live
in late January 2010; this first year a total of 109 memberships were paid using it last year. Now, at the end of the third
year that we offered this payment option, a total of 172 of the current members used it. WOW! That's what I call a continued success.
In closing, I would like to THANK All of our current Members for their support of the Association and our active
duty Currahees.
Dues Paying

Roster

Members

Database

. World War II - Parachute Infantry (1942 - 1945)

23

153

15%

. Camp Breckinridge / Fort Jackson- Basic Training (1948 - 1956)

3

22

14%

. Fort Campbell - 1st Airborne Battle Group (1956 - 1964)

61

284

21%

. Fort Campbell - Airborne Infantry (1964 - 1967)

25

302

1%

. Vietnam - Airborne Infantry / Airmobile (1967 - 1972)

470

2680

18%

. Fort Campbell - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1972 - 1982)

26

129

20%

. South Korea - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1987 - 2004)

42

551

8%

. Iraq - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (2004 - 2005)

3

217

1%

. 4th Brigade Combat Team, 506th RCT - Air Assault (2004+)

75

688

11%

. Associate Members

33

214

15%

761

5,240

15%

TOTAL MEMBERS
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Fort Campbell Notes: Robert F. Sink Memorial Library

WWII’s “Filthy 13” leader honored
Courtesy Stars and Stipes

I know with all the talk about budget deficits and
‘cliffs’ I can say with certainty that for the time being the
Library is safe from budget cuts. Gen Odierno stated on
his recent visit to Fort Campbell that, although many
MWR (Moral, Welfare, and Recreation) programs would
be cut, Army libraries were budgeted until 2017. Ours
and many Army libraries are often assessed as a possible
closure as we often generate little or no funds. However,
the service we provide is immeasurable since often our
services are free. As the majority of our patrons are
enlisted or families of enlisted, below the rank of E-5, the
cost alone would prohibit these soldiers and their families from reading current magazines or best seller novels;
read children’s books to their kids or listen to audio
books, watch DVD or BluRay movies or even have access
to the internet. All are free of charge. In an age where
government spending seems endless I understand some
folks seeing the funding of Army libraries as another
frivolous expense. I promise you: IT IS NOT. The need
for our soldiers and their families to have equal access to
information, for work or play, is paramount. Not only
during peace but war time, as well. As an Army brat the
post library was my sanctuary and place for dreams to be
born. It is a place for spouses to meet new and old
friends and maybe find a new recipe for dinner. The soldier can access databases for reference work while attending college (websites which otherwise charge a
membership fee) or email family members who are often
hundreds, if not thousands, of miles away. The misconception that ‘everyone’ now owns a laptop or smart
phone is just that, a misconception. We need to always
be there for the Army family and I hope we always are.
Stepping off the soapbox now….
As I’m sure we’ll all aware the 4th BCT has been
called to arms and will deploy in a few short months. If
you are coming to either of the ceremonies please make
sure you stop by the Library to see our permanent display of GEN Sink artifacts and commissioned artwork for
the 4th BCT. You’re welcome to ask for me directly and
I’ll be glad to meet and speak with you. And of course
don’t forget we have post maps and a computer lab
available to you. Yes, free of charge.
Be safe my Currahee Brothers and I look forward to
seeing you all very soon.

James "Jake" McNiece, 93, the leader of World War
II's "Dirty Dozen," accepted France's most prestigious
decoration on September 27, nearly 70 years after he led a
squad of paratroopers from the Demolition Platoon of the
3rd BN, 506th PIR behind enemy lines in that country to
support the D-Day invasion.
McNiece, a retired Ponca City postal worker, commanded a group of rough men nicknamed "The Filthy
13," who served as the inspiration for the movie "The
Dirty Dozen." Hours before the June 6, 1944, invasion,
McNiece led 18 paratroopers to destroy two bridges and
control a third to prevent German reinforcements from
moving into Normandy and to cut off retreating German
troops. Sixteen of his men were killed during the 36-day
mission, in which they also cut enemy communications
and supply lines.

Jake McNiece with French Consul General Frederick Bontems
McNiece was portrayed in the 1967 film, "The Dirty
Dozen," by Lee Marvin; he was disappointed the movie
had several discrepancies, especially the plot in which the
soldiers in the raid were all convicts. His soldiers were in
military stockades, but were there for violating regulations. None had committed heinous crimes as the film
suggested.

Currahee!
Lora M. Gassett
Patron Advocate-Technical Services
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Currahee Scholarships to be awarded

Mobilizing for the war that never came

(Continued from page 5)

Earl Mainwaring
D Co., 1/506th – Fort Campbell, 1972-74

members decide that the accumulated funds are
not adequate for an Award. Therefore, the Scholarship may be awarded on an irregular basis.
8. Requirements for the scholarship winner:
a. Provide the name, address, and telephone number
for a contact person at the Institution the winner
will attend who will be responsible for receiving
the Scholarship check.
b. Agree to have their name and hometown released
for publication in any way the committee sees fit.
c. Write a thank-you letter to the 506th Association,
which may be published in The Currahee newsletter
and/or on the Association web site.
9. Rescinding of the scholarship:
If the Scholarship winner cannot or does not comply
with all requirements, the award will be withdrawn,
and may be given to another applicant. If it is found
that any information provided by the Scholarship
winner was not truthful, then the award may be withdrawn and given to another applicant.
10. Non-Renewal of Scholarship:
The Scholarships are for one academic year. No person may win a specific Scholarship a second time.

The 101st Airborne (Airmobile) division was a skeleton division shortly after it arrived back at Ft. Campbell,
KY from Vietnam in late 1971 and early 1972. Most of us
that help rebuild the division came straight from basic
training during late August and early September 1972.
Basic training was at Ft. Ord, CA and several guys from
our basic training company were assigned to Delta Co.
1/506th for Antitank (AT) assignments. None of us made
it to Ft. Benning for jump school..
Delta Company’s commander was Capt. Craig Carson, a strong believer in physical fitness and hard training. When in garrison we started each day with a 5 mile
morning run (2.5 miles if it was raining with steel pot
and poncho), classroom training and PT sometime after
lunch. Timed speed marches of 12 or 15 miles with web
gear and equipment were common.

Currahee Notes:

Minnesota’s All-Airborne Alliance monuments honor 506th and other units.
Ron Kane
D Co, 1/506 Inf. Vietnam 1969-70
For a decade a consortium of Minnesota airborne veterans led by the local chapter of the 173rd Airborne Association has quietly raised funds for putting up Airborne
Circle at Ft. Snelling National Cemetery. The group includes people from the 101st Airborne, 82nd Airborne,
Special Forces, 75th Ranger and nearly a dozen other past
and present units. More than 20 monuments have been
erected since 2002. The Currahee memorial was dedicated in 2006.
On behalf of the
members of the
506th Association
we offer a thankyou to the Midwest All-Airborne
Alliance for their
efforts.

Earl Mainwaring trains for the Yom Kippur War
It was company SOP not to take off your clothing or
boots when in the field when you bedded down. You
could loosen your clothing and boots but you had to remain dressed. A hard lesson Capt. Carson learned in
Vietnam.
AIT began in October 1972 with classroom training
and much field training. AT platoon had no platoon
leader; our platoon sergeant was SSgt. Gordon Russell
and our squad leaders were a Sgt. E-5 and 3 Spec. 4’s (all
were Vietnam veterans). Spec 4. Baldwin was my squad
leader and I was his assistant squad leader. Because of
time and grade
Continued on page 29
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LTC(R) Ronald Faulkner, D/HHC, 3rd BN, 506th,
1969-donated a Vietnamese rifle in memory of SP4 Richard Albert Burgess, D Co, 3rd BN, KIA 2/18/70

COL John P. “Pete” Johnson was leader of Combined Task
Force Currahee in Afghanistan in 2008-2009. He was one of
the prime movers behind the Currahee KIA memorial at Fort
Campbell. He was recently nominated as a Brigadier General
by President Barak Obama. In response to congratulatory messages from Association leaders, he sent this email:

faulknerrh@cox.net writes:
Kathie, Rebecca, Susan and relatives of Richard Burgess
After several months of coordinating with the post museum and 4th Brigade personnel to donate the rifle for
display in honor and in memory of Richard, I am pleased
to provide you with the pictures of the battalion area, the
key persons
who facilitated
this donation
and the rifle in
its display case
with other military articles. The
display is convenient to soldiers serving in the 506th which serves to link them to
their brothers who preceded them in their loyal service to
this nation. I trust you feel that this form of acknowledgement of Richard's service which is surrounded by these
present day Currahee soldiers and monuments is fitting
and worthy of his service and sacrifice.
I understand members of the family plan to visit the
area in the future and I know that we will bewelcomed
and hopefully serve as a validation of what has been accomplished here in his behalf. I want to especially recognize Major Kamil Sztalkoper, Brigade Public Affairs, and
John Foley, retired 1SG and Museum historian, for their
efforts in making this possible.
As this has been an orchestrated effort based primarily
on respect for Richard and his military unit as well as being accompanied by a compilation of emotional currents,
the conclusion of this action does not end or diminish the
tribute owed and deserved to our fallen soldier. I know
you revere his memory in your daily lives as I do likewise
with reverence.
I wish you well and In God We Trust.

Gene - thanks a bunch; really means a lot coming from
you. Very humbling and obviously reflects the achievements of many incredible soldiers, NCOs, and officers thanks for your kind words and reminder that I remain
part of the mighty Currahee Nation; I maintain a great
passion and bond to our common lineage. By the way, I
run into Currahees all the time in my travels around the
25th ID and it's always encouraging and motivating that
they all treasure their association with the Currahees.
Thanks for what you and the other incredible association
members continue to do for the Currahees, past and present, and for bringing life and purpose to the association
motto. All the best and have a great New Years Currahee, Stands Alone!
Pete
From: cpreb@comcast.net (Carl Rebele)
To: themoe_a1506@msn.com ; charly35@aol.com ;
Subject: 506th Recognition Parade
Date: Thu, 18 Oct 2012 15:23:57 +0000
Bruce,
Attached our photos of me in recent autumn
glory parade in Garrett County, MD. The CURRAHEE
regimental flag is on the rear of the jeep. Two photos and
info about the affair are attached. I AM NOW 0F THE
CLASS TO RIDE, INSEAD OF WATCHING.
My best,
CARL

Most Respectfully,
Ron Faulkner, Lieutenant Colonel, USA (Retired)
Ron,
Shortly after you donated the rifle, a group of veterans
were on hand for the 70th birthday of the Regiment along
with a DMoR induction. All of us saw the rifle in the display case. The rifle and other military items on display
chronicle the life of past Currahees along their contributions to the history of the Regiment.
Continued on page 31
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On arrival at the airfield we were directed to the waiting C-130’s and I think the engines were running as we
loaded up. Our AT squads were loaded on the same C130 as Alpha Company’s CO and headquarters element.
Once on board and the jeeps were tied down, the loading
ramp was closed. I do remember the engines were definitely running at this point. The CO pulled out a manila
envelope and slit the seal, reading aloud our orders for
the mission. It reminded me of a WWII movie scene. Basically we would sit on the tarmac for 2 hours with the engines running; if the pilots were not told to shut the engines down they would take off at the end of the 2 hours.
They were to maintain radio silence, refueling was prearranged (I believe this was to be mid air refueling). We
were to (on paper) land behind the Israeli lines. The Israelis would provide ammo for our anti-tank guns and we
would then help the Israeli Defense Force push the Egyptian Army back across the Sinai.

Continued from page 27
most of the assistant squad leaders were acting sergeants
or acting corporals. In Delta Co. we were all acting sergeants.
The 101st still used the 106mm recoilless rifle with a
.50 caliber spotter rifle mounted on the main bore, jeep
mounted. On the platoon level we learned how to dig the
standard 101st foxhole as well as camouflage our gun
jeeps from ground and air observation, patrolling, loading and unloading from the birds, guiding the birds into
LZ’s, sling loading a gun jeep under a Huey or loading
them and tying them down in a CH47 Chinook. We were
taught rappelling from cliffs and the Hueys. Most of us
learned first hand what it felt like to jump out of a Huey
thinking we were only a foot or two off the ground and
in reality it was closer to 6 feet. We also had bayonet and
some hand to hand training along with riot control training. Other important training consisted of training with
the line companies and providing overwatch support or
covering fire whether advancing or withdrawing.

I remember standing there listening to the CO and
hoping and praying we came down behind the Israelis
and they would have the right ammo for us. Looking
around our aircraft there were only 7-8 combat vets including the Captain and all of them were Vietnam veterans. None of us had any desert training and we only carried our 2 quart canteens of water. Our uniforms and
equipment were olive drab in color. I believe we sat on
the C-130’s for 1 hour and fifty some minutes; there was
approximately 8 minutes left in the 2 hour time window
when the pilots shut down the engines. There was relief
and agitation to the mission being aborted. With our constant training we were itching to get into something. The
main thing was being able to unload the aircraft and
move again. We convoyed back to the barracks and were
dismissed back to our company.

For us AIT was officially over in early December 1972.
Shortly thereafter 1/506th was designated combat ready.
From that point on our mission was to help train the rest
of the brigade and we started being put on alerts. During
the first 2 weeks of the gas embargo we GI’d the barracks
every day and the rumor mill had it we would be humping the 106’s to the bush. We never did, but we received
a lot more air time in Huey’s and Chinooks.
The Yom Kippur War of 1973
I do not remember the date we were put on alert for
the Yom Kippur War but should have been the last day
or two of September 1973 or first few days of October
1973. We were not told what the alert was for, of course.
The rumor mill had us going back to Vietnam but most
of us were thinking it had something to do with the Middle East. As usual all leaves were cancelled and we were
confined to post. One or two days later we were confined
to the company area with no phone calls or letters home.
My squad and Jay Coleman’s squad were assigned to
support Alpha Company. We had worked with Alpha
Co. numerous times in the field and so we had some familiarity with how they operated. Finally after several
days of wondering how long this alert was going to last,
we were advised to draw weapons and our basic combat
load of ammunition. However, we were not to draw
ammo for the 106 and the fifty. That would be arranged
at our destination. Seems like we had a quick lunch then
linked up with Alpha Co. and moved out to the airfield
and waiting C-130’s; Alpha in trucks and AT in our
jeeps. This may have been around 1300 hours.

Once back in the company area we turned in weapons,
ammo, and equipment. Top and several others were finishing filling up a couple of galvanized tubs with soda
and beer. Everyone was talking at once and someone
wisecracked to Top it was “just another milk run.” Top
advised it had not been a milk run; that we had come
within a hair of actually deploying and he was very
happy to see us back. In the debriefing we were advised
the Israelis had been able to push the Egyptian army back
across the Sinai. Then turned with their main force and
held the Syrian army.
Unfortunately I do not remember the men that made
up Jay’s squad or mine at the time. Some of them could
have been Ted Lamebull, Duane Klunk, Tim Holt, George
Worden, Linwood Brown, Connie Mac Brown, Mac
Mckinnely, Gallagher, and Abe Abrahamson.
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were nickels, the big orange pills (the “Monday Monday pills”) were quarters. When taking the pills it was
better not to think about their prior service as chips in
the less-than-clean hands of the card players. The reason for the delay in our march was to stay clear of the
area in which brush and tall grass was being burned
away from the potential enemy avenues of approach to
FSB Jack. At a distance, the Chinook helicopters with
cargo nets of 55 gallon drums of jellied gas looked like
large dragonflies as they first hovered and then
dropped the drums of gasoline on the vegetation to be
burned away.

Tom Cuni
FO, C Company, 1/506th Vietnam
Editor’s Note: Tom Cuni is an attorney and former president
of the Cincinnati Bar Association. He wrote this article for his
column in the CBA Report journal last year. It is used here
with his permission.
It may be self indulgent, but my
column this month is about a day in
my life story has nothing to with the
law or our profession, but it is a
story from 40 years ago I still enjoy
telling.

We lay in the sun and talked away the afternoon. I
do not remember the conversations that day — they
were probably about going home — but I do remember
the mood. For a few hours, we were dry after being
wet. After being in the shadows of the jungle, we were
in bright, warm sunlight. The clean wind from the
South China Sea was refreshing after weeks of the fetid
odor of the jungle. Tension was replaced by relaxation.
We knew that before nightfall we would be inside the
relative safety of the earthen berm and razor wire surrounding FSB Jack. That night we would sleep on plywood beds in warm, dry bunkers — a true luxury. Best
of all, there would be hot food after weeks of C-rations
and freeze-dried meals called LRRPs (which stood for
the rations designed for Long Range Reconnaissance
Patrols). At some earlier time, they were given the
name “lurps” by the soldiers who had to eat them. I
think lurps is probably the best onomatopoeia of that
long ago war. There are only a few days in my life to
compare to that day. I was 23-years-old.

We had been out for three
weeks. During that time the weather
had ﬂuctuated between raining a
little bit and raining a lot. At first light, Charlie Company
of the 1st Battalion of the 506th Infantry assembled and
began moving. By late morning we descended the last
mountain and walked out of the jungle onto the coastal
plain. We crossed an area of rolling hills with scattered
patches of scrub brush and some stands of bamboo in
low areas. After weeks in the close confinement of the
jungle, it felt good to be in an open space with a horizon.
We were within a few kilometers (“klicks” in the parlance of that time) of our destination, Fire Support Base
(FSB) Jack, when the order was received to halt. The rain
had stopped and an onshore breeze began clearing the
clouds away. The 40 or so men of Charlie Company settled down on a grass-covered knoll. In a short time, we
saw the sun for the first time in what seemed a very long
time. We were out of range of any real threat, so the temporary halt turned into something of a picnic. Ponchos
and poncho liners were spread out. Everyone shed helmets, rucksacks, ammunition belts and bandoliers. Olive
drab boxer shorts substituted for swimsuits at what soon
resembled a beach party. Well, there was no ocean, no
beach, no girls and no cold beer, but otherwise it felt like
a beach party.

Forty years have passed. I remember these, and
many more details of that day, as though it happened
only a few months ago. If it were mine to give, I would
give a day such as mine to the young men and women
who have served and who are now serving in this nation’s wars. It would give them at least one pleasant
memory to recall as they sort through their experiences.
While I am making wishes during this season of hope
and peace, I hope that you will also have the good fortune to experience such a day. And thank you for taking the time to read this recollection.

To preserve noise discipline, it was against the rules
to carry transistor radios in your rucksack. In that happy
location, noise discipline was not an issue. Radios could
be played loudly for everyone to hear. One song I remember best from that day was by Credence Clearwater
Revival. A phrase from the song, Looking Out My Backdoor, stuck with me for all these years: “Bother me tomorrow, today I have no sorrow…”. It ﬁt my mood exactly. I remember sitting in the warm sun, drinking Coke,
smoking cigarettes and talking quietly. A couple of
games of spades were being played using the medic’s
supply of malaria tablets as chips. The little white tablets

President Bob Seitz’s column
(continued from page 2)
standing infantry soldiers; they are rock-hard on their
small unit fundamentals, marksmanship, and tactical
skills necessary for combat.
To all Currahees and their families, best wishes for
2013. I remain very deeply honored to serve as president of the Currahee Association
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Mike Metzger, Association Secretary

(Continued from page 28)

HHC / B / C/ D 1st Bn - Vietnam 1966 / 1968
The Currahee KIA Memorial which you have prominently displayed in your pictures was made possible by a
combination of donations from many sources, including a
very large donation from the 506th Association.

The Association has grown through the years through
the dedication, efforts and leadership of some key volunteers like Bruce and Peggy Moore, and Gene Overton.
The current Board has been actively engaged in a
Strategic Planning exercise and, as one portion, looked at
the Mission of inclusion of all eras of Currahees and the
need to provide for the sustainability of the Association
to make sure that past and future Currahees continue to
benefit from the services provided.

Fred

On October 21, a 7-man team of runners from the 1/506 represented the 4th BCT in a 10mile run in Washington, D.C.. The
Association helped defray the cost of the trip. In response, we
received this letter:

Change is a certainty in any organization and it is obvious to all that we can’t rely forever on fantastic volunteers. The active membership has now grown to over
760 members with over 5,000 on the mailing list. The
administration and financial management burden has
increased dramatically through the years making it increasing difficult to rely on volunteers to absorb the
breadth and volume of work.

The officers and soldiers of 1-506th Infantry Regiment
want to sincerely thank you for your ever present and
unwavering support. Your gracious donation to support
our Battalion during the Army 10 Miler not only allowed
us to compete, but gave an added incentive to beat the
competition. Knowing our veterans are behind us helped
our soldiers achieve outstanding results.

Therefore, the Board took up the issue of how to provide for continuity of operations. The Board began by
evaluating existing operations, defining organizational
needs, evaluating possible alternatives for maintaining
essential as well as desirable services. After much correspondence and discussion, the Board determined that it
would be best to identify a professional Association
Management Company (an “AMC”) to provide basic
financial and administrative services with the ability to
expand services as desired and as economically feasible
in the future.

With your donation our soldiers were able to get to the
event, have a good night's rest before competing, and
look great doing it! Our team placed 19th of 33 active
duty army teams and 88th of 648 teams total! We bested
post teams from Ft Leavenworth, Ft Jackson, Picatinny
Arsenal, and Aberdeen Proving Grounds. Our average
time per mile was 6:25. As our team passed the competition, they were greeted with the 506th Association Crest
worn proudly on our soldiers’ shirts.
After the event the team celebrated with the 506th Regiment's Honorary Colonel COL (Ret.) Bob Seitz and
former101st Airborne Division Leader “Eagle 6”, now
Army G3/5/7 LTG Campbell, on Ft Myer and ate delicious BBQ.

The Board then formed a selection committee consisting of Mike Metzger, Gene Overton, Fred May and Bruce
Moore to define the process, assemble background information on the Association and AMC alternatives and
implement a plan to identify and evaluate potential
firms. Starting with a base of approximately 600 firms
nationwide, the preliminary request for an indication of
interest for management went out to a group of 25 firms
that seemed to offer the scope of services desired. That
group has now been narrowed to 5 firms, which have
been provided with a Request for Proposal (“RFP”).
Their responses will then be evaluated by the Selection
Committee and presented to the Board for consideration.
Hopefully, this process will provide the Association with
an affordable, professional alternative to provide current
and future generations of Currahees with a stable central
administrative base from which to continue to bring together and provide for the continuation of our mutual
association and support.

The team came back with their heads held high and
added additional motivation to the Battalion as we progressed through our Intensive Training Cycle.
The Red Currahee Nation and team Captain, CPT
Robert Panas, cannot thank you enough for your support
in making the event possible and allowing our team to
dominate the competition.
Again, the 1st Battalion, 506th lnfantry Regiment "Red
Currahee" thanks you for your continued support and
involvement in our Battalion outreach programs.
CSM Franklin Velez
Command Sergeant Major
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Commanding

506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association
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We stand together - then, now and always
Web Site: www.506infantry.org
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